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JOHN NASH 


js a little over two years’ time we shall be celebrating the 

bicentenary of John Nash, who was born in September, 
1752. When we recall that he only just escaped being an 
early-Victorian and that his work has been so much a 
matter of controversy in our own time, he seems almost a 
modern figure ; yet at the time of his birth, Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s adventure was a comparatively recent event, and 
Burlington was still alive. Nash was a link between the 
strict Palladians and the nineteenth-century Revivalists ; 
the very grandiosity of his work tells of decline, like the 
sudden flare of a dying fire. 

When Nash died, in 1835, people were glad to forget him- 
The favourite architect of the Regent, he shared, for that 
reason, a large measure of the Prince’s unpopularity ; 
that he had ‘* found us all brick and left us all plaster ” 
was his final condemnation. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that his centenary in 1852 passed unnoticed: he was still 
under a cloud. Dr. Samuel Smiles, though praising other 
contemporary architects who had “helped”’ themselves, 
had not a word to say of Nash—surely one of the most 
remarkable examples of “self-help’’ in the history of 
architecture. To-day, what a change has come about in 
the attitude towards Nash! Partly, no doubt, in reaction 
against past neglect, as well as in penance for the frenzy 
of destruction in the “twenties, when Regent-street disap- 
peared almost overnight, we are fully alive to the value 
of his work; we praise (perhaps over-praise) the scenic 
charm of his painted stucco elevations, and make sure 
that Carlton House Terrace and the terraces of Regent’s 
Park shall be preserved. Best of all, we pay tribute to his 
genius as a town planner ; here it is not possible to question 
his pre-eminence. It is more than likely, therefore, that in 
two. years’ time we shall make handsome amends for the 
unmerited neglect of a century ago. 

We are moved to these reflections by the appearance of a 


second and revised edition of Mr. John Summerson’s 
admirable biography, “‘John Nash, Architect to King 
George IV,’’* first published in 1935. What a remarkable 
story it is that the author has to tell. ‘* From poor boy to 
King’s architect ’’ is a theme that suggests all the ingredients 
of popular romance, and they are certainly here. Born 
in Lambeth of humble parents, and successively architect's 
assistant (he was articled to Sir Robert Taylor), speculative 
builder, bankrupt, builder again (in Wales), country- 
house architect, land speculator, financier, brick manufac- 
turer, town-planner, Prince’s favourite, architect of Royal 
palaces—artist, courtier and big-business man combined— 
that, in a few words, is the astonishing and romantic story 
of John Nash. Nor is the element of mystery lacking. 
Nash undoubtedly owed much of his earlier success to an 
informal partnership with Humphry Repton, the landscape 
architect, who may have been the means of his introduction 
to the Prince of Wales ; but the real turn in the tide of his 
fortiines coincides with his marriage, at the age of 46, to 
an ambitious young woman who (as Mr. Summerson has 
written elsewheref) is supposed to have engaged in dangerous 
liaisons at Carlton House, and who “ subsequently appeared 
before the world with a considerable family of children 
incubated in a remote hinterland of the Isle-of-Wight, 
bearing the name of Pennethorne, and of whom she was 
supposed to be a remote relation acting in loco parentis.” 
One of these children was to become Nash’s chief assistant 
and afterwards the distinguished Victorian architect, 
Sir James Pennethorne, surveyor and architect to the Office 
of Woods, who completed the west wing of Somerset House 
and designed many notable buildings, including the Geo- 
logical Museum in Jermyn-street (now demolished). The 
mystery of this affair has never been cleared up, the stream of 
hearsay having been ‘‘ dammed all too effectively by the 
resentful industry of the generation which followed and 
bitterly deplored the events.” 

It is clear, however, that if Nash had never become the 
Royal favourite he would still have claims to be regarded as 





* London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd. 
+ Georgian London. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE NINTH ARTICLE in our series on the organisa- 
tion of architects’ offices is contributed by Molly J. 
Taylor, F.R.A.B.A., who describes the office of 
Alfred J. Taylor and Partners. 


THIS YEAR'S British Architects’ Conference is to be 
held at Bristol and Bath from June 7 to 10. Special 
articles on these two cities, with drawings by A. C. 
Fare, R.W.A., are contributed by Lance Wright, 
A.RA.B.A., and Hugh Bankart, F.R.I.B.A. A Con- 
ference map of Bristol and summarised version of 
the Conference programme are also given. 


SOME OF THE PROBLEMS encountered in the 
application of the principles of landscape architec- 
ture to the development of the new towns were 
described at a symposium organised by the Institute 
of Landscape Architects. 


OBSERVATIONS on the Town and Country Planning 
Act in practice and proposals for amendments to 
remove the causes of its major defects are contained 
in a comprehensive memorandum published by the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 


THE RECOMMENDATION made in the first report 
of the Local Government Manpower Committee that 
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a new procedure be introduced for dealing with local 
health authorities’ capital building projects in con- 
nection with the National Health Service has been 
accepted by the Minister of Health. 

THE CONSIDERATION given, in the light of the 
second report of the Girdwood Committee and the 
recommendations of the Local Gavernment Man- 
power Committee, by the Minister of Health to the 
question of house-building costs is dealt with in a 
circular issued to local housing authorities. 


AN ASSURANCE that building trades employers are 
searching for every means to increase the output of 
the building industry and to reduce the costs of their 
products has been made by Mr. Robert O. Lloyd, 
O.B.E., President of the N.F.B.T.E. 


CRITICISM of the Government's housing policy has 
been levelled by Sir Charles Davies, J.P., chairman 
of the Building Societies Association, who states that 
he cannot accept as correct the assumption that the 
need is four times as great for houses to let as for 
houses to buy. 

MR. ALFRED BARNES, M.P., Minister of Trans- 
port, has announced that his Ministry is ready to 
put into effect an exteasive programme of road con- 
struction and maintenance but that, owing to economic 
circumstances, he cannot give any definite indication 
of when such a programme could be set in operaticn. 


G 
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a considerable architect in the domestic sphere. Mr. 
Summerson describes and illustrates many of his admirable 
houses and shows as well his merit as a designer of the 
rustic cottage ornée. A surprising number of Nash’s 
houses still exist. The extent of his work, which took him 
to many parts of the British Isles, may be gauged from the 
fact, which he related to Farington, that he had “ travelled 
in the three Kingdoms eleven thousand miles in the year, 
and in that time he had expended £1,500 in chaise hire.” 
It is by his Metropolitan work, however, that Nash will be 
remembered and on which his reputation will chiefly rest— 
notably the great town planning scheme from Cariton House 
to Regent’s Park, and Buckingham Palace. Much as we 
may regret the disappearance of the stucco architecture 
of Regent-street, it had clearly had its day and could have 
been retained only at great inconvenience to the traders 
and heavy financial loss to the Crown. It is a pity, how- 
ever, that something of it could not have been preserved 
for posterity, preferably the fine house with wings forming 
a forecourt, at Nos. 14-16, which Nash designed for himself 
and his friend, John Edwards, with screen and gates of 
superb cast ironwork separating the forecourt from the 
pavement. It had a magnificent gallery in the best Regency 
style which, when the house was demolished, was removed 
to East Cowes Castle, Nash’s mansion in the Isle-of-Wight. 
Now, unhappily, this is about to be destroyed, the site having 
been approved under Town Planning for residential purposes. 


Stucco facades and the Brighton Pavilion were long 
held to discredit Nash as a serious architect;  to- 
day, remote from his work in time, we look upon it 
without prejudice, assessing the former as conventional 
scenery of a unique kind, and the latter as intriguing 
pseudo-Oriental fantasy. Nash’s best monument, however, 
apart from his town-planning, is Buckingham Palace which, 
although altered and added to by others, remains much as 
he built it. Most of us must be content with what we can 
see of the Palace from the outside, and for our knowledge 
of the interior must rely on photographic and other illus- 
tratons. Here, indeed, is palatial architecture ! One can 
well understand why the building cost hundreds of thous- 
ands of pounds more than the original estimate, bringing 
largely undeserved censure and disgrace on the architect 
in his old age. Notwithstanding his immense practice and 
the millions of pounds which he was responsible for spending 
during the course of his career Nash died in debt. Mystery 
was about him even at his end, for we are told that some 
£40,000 which should have been available at his death 
suddenly vanished. 


Mr. Summerson has delved very thoroughly into the 
records and, though the evidence of Nash’s personality 
is of a fragmentary kind, he has, by allowing the facts to 
speak for themselves, produced a lively and convincing 
portrait. The strictly architectural chapters are written 
with great skill and scholarship. The descriptions o 
buildings are so expertly done that one could almost build 
from them! This is a book that appeals equally to the 
layman and the architect. _It is fully illustrated by repro- 
ductions of contemporary portraits, drawings and prints 
and by many admirably explicit plans and perspective 
sketches, presumably by the hand of the author. May we 
suggest that in the third edition, which will assuredly be 
wanted by the time of the 1952 Bicentenary Celebrations, 
the distracting footnotes which cumber almost every page 
be grouped together at the end. 

. 


ARCHITECTS IN CONFERENCE 


British ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCES of the past 
have all, without exception, been successful events, 
and if the preliminary arrangements published for the 
Conference which opens at Bristol and Bath on June 7 next 
are any criterion there seems to be every reason to believe 
that this year’s will be the most successful of all. 

The decision to hold the Conference at Bristol and Bath 
is an appropriate one, for these two centres are more rich 
than most in buildings of historical interest and architectural 
beauty. Moreover, they are the scene to-day of current 
architectural works of notable character. In Bristol, a 
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city which suffered severe damage from air raids during the 
war, work is now well advanced on Mr. Vincent Harris’s 
New Council House, on College Green, while tenders 
amounting to £146,000 have been approved by the City 
Council, and plans prepared by Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, 
the City Architect, for the rebuilding of the well-known 
Colston Hall. Some details and illustrations of these two 
projects are given in this issue on pages 744 and 746 
respectively. 

Bath, frequently described as the Queen City of the west 
country, possesSes of course a rich architectural heritage, 
but within recent weeks there have been completed two 
important architectural works—the conversion, to plans 
prepared by Messrs. Arthur J. Taylor and Partners, of the 
mansion at Newton Park for use as a teachers’ training 
college, and the new Moorlands Infants’ School, for which 
Messrs. Pictor, Snailum and Huggins were the appointed 
architects. These buildings, as well as those in Bristol, 
will be inspected with great interest by the architects and 
their guests who assemble in the west next week. 


The two papers to be read are confidently expected to 
make a full contribution to the success of the Conference. 
The Earl of Rosse’s paper is entitled ‘‘ The Protection and 
Preservation of Historic Buildings,”’ a subject on which he, 
as chairman of the Georgian Group, is eminently qualified 
to speak. On the following day the Hon. Lionel Brett 
is to give an address on “‘ The New City Centres of Europe,” 
which will provide the opportunity to learn of the progress 
being made in other countries with work of this nature. 


As usual a full and varied programme of visits has been 
arranged, including tours within the walls of the two cities 
as well as into the beautiful countryside surrounding them. 

Perhaps the most attractive feature of the British Archi- 
tects’ Conference is, however, the chance it affords archi- 
tects from all parts of the kingdom to discuss informally 
among themselves the day to day problems of the profession. 
To-day these appear to be more numerous than ever and 
for this reason, if for no other, those who snatch a few days 
from their offices to travel to the west country will, we are 
sure, find the journey well worthwhile, 





CLIFTON SPA HOTEL BALLROOM. | 


Frequently overlooked od 





visitors and Bristolians alike, this b 
Georgian classical ideas, is to be found i in an obscure o- -de-sac, pe 
overlooks the Avon Gorge. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Preserve our Churches. 


(TTHERE are over 15,000 churches in 

England and Wales, many of them of 
exquisite beauty and historic interest. 
Many are in urgent need of repair, and 
in pointing this out the annual report of 
the Incorporated Church Building Society 
for 1949 appeals for immediate action. 
During the war years few maintenance 
repairs could be done or fabric inspec- 
tions carried out; consequently there are 
immense arrears to be made up. The 
report contains an illustrated supplement 
showing the pitiable condition of many 
beautiful old churches, together with the 
comments of a well-known architect of 
great experience’in the care of churches. 
The LC.B.S. is doing all that it can within 
its limited means to cope with the prob- 
lem, but much more money is needed. 
Any reader who would like to help this 
noble work could not do better than send 
a cheque to the I.C.B.S., 7, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, Westminster, S.W.1. The annual 
report, a most interesting document, con- 
taining a great deal of information about 
the work of the Society, as well as a list 
of members, is obtainable, price 2s., post 
free, from the same address. 


1.C.B.S. Honorary Consulting Architects. 


APPEALS FOR ASSISTANCE are reaching 
the Society in increasing numbers, and 
the 96 grants for repairs voted in 1949 
were the largest number made in any one 
year since the formation of the Society. 
The report acknowledges a deep sense of 
gratitude to the Committee of Honorary 
Consulting Architects for their willing- 
ness to serve the Church in reporting up- 
on cases submitted to them. Since 1939 
this Committee has lost several members 
by death, and in view of this, and the in- 
creasing work thrown upon the present 
members by the ever growing number of 
applications coming to the Society, it was 
decided to fill all vacancies. The follow- 
ing well-known architects were invited to 
join, and have been duly elected: Mr. 
W. H. Randoll Blacking, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. 
Romilly B. Craze, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. S. E. 
Dykes Bower, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A.; 
Mr. W. A. Forsyth, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. D. F. 
Martin-Smith, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. T. J. Rush- 
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ton, F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. Michael Tapper, 
M.C., F.R.I.B.A., F.S.A. 


The Works of Alfred Waterhouse. 


ALTHOUGH Alfred Waterhouse died 45 
years ago, and his place as one of the 
leaders among late-Victorian secular 
architects has, perhaps, not yet been fully 
recognised, the facts that his work has 
not, with possible exceptions, been fully 
described in print since that time and that 
his grandson, Mr. Michael Waterhouse, 
is now President of the R.I.B.A., 
has prompted Mr. V.. Moles- 
worth Roberts to draw up, in chronologi- 
cal order, a list of the works of Alfred 
Waterhouse with references to illustra- 
tions which appeared in The Builder, and 
indices to building types and places. 

The range of Waterhouse’s work was 
great—40 years, from 1859 to c. 1899; 
this compares, for instance, with the 35 
years of W. H. Playfair. Collegiate 
buildings came early (1867-89), followed 
by the Natural History Museum, South 
Kensington (designed 1868}—Mr. Roberts 
says that his interest in Waterhouse was 
started by his childhood’s veneration for 
that building; insurance offices, begun 
early, were continued later in partner- 
ship; most of his churches came late. 
The building of what is now the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors was as 
late as c. 1896-98, and a number of works 
of the former year were designed by him. 
The last building seems to have been 
University College Hospital, designed in 
1896, apparently by Alfred Waterhouse, 
but finished, like many others, under his 


son, Paul Waterhouse, in ; 
Altogether, an accomplishment well 
worth factually recording. Mr. Roberts 


acknowledges the use of a full, though 
undated, list kindly furnished by Mr. 
Michael Waterhouse. 


The Poet and the Ministry. 


WILLIAM WorDsworTH, the centenary 
of whose death was recently observed, 
once expressed an opinion which is shared 
by the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning. Of the old yew tree at High 
Lorton he wrote :— 

The pride of Lorton Vale... 

This solitary tree, a living thing, 

Produced too slowly ever to decay; 

















hh id 














‘Me 





LZ 














> Jee 


a 
a 
aks 








AAR RANE 
—— oo 























VICTORIA SQUARE, CLIFTON. 


An example of early Victorian architecture. 










: AN exa This side of the square 
bears a faintly distinguishable name plate—‘* Royal Promenade.” 
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Of form and aspect too magnificent 

To be destroyed. 

It will not be destroyed, for the Min- 
istry of Town and Country Planning has 
confirmed a tree preservation order which 
effectively safeguards it. It was under 
this tree, too, that John Wesley used to 
preach to the dalesmen. 

Another famous tree which was 
recently made the subject of a tree preser- 
vation order is the old oak by Newbells 
Farm, Haughley, in East Suffolk. This 
tree is reputed to be more than a thousand 
years old. Its circumference at the base 
is 53 feet, and at a height of 3 feet 
6 inches it has a girth of 34 feet. 


A Memorial. 

THOSE responsible for the decision have 
made a very appropriate choice in select- 
ing a suitable memorial to Sir Lawrence 
Chubb, who contributed perhaps more 
than any other man of his generation to 
the cause of open spaces and the open- 
air movement generally. 

Sir Lawrence, who was secretary of the 
Commons, Open Spaces and Footpath 
Preservation Society, and general secre- 
tary of the National Playing Fields Asso- 
ciation, devoted himself wholeheartedly to 
the open-space movement and was happy 
to make its services his life’s work. 
Thousands have benefited and will benefit 
from his achievements. 

The proposed memorial wil! take the 
form of a “shelter seat” at the edge of 
Ken Wood, overlooking the parklands 
and common lands of Hampstead Heath— 
not the kind of seat that one associates 
with esplanades and bus-stops — but a 
durable structure of aesthetic quality. It 
has been designed by Professor A. E. 
Richardson, R.A. The cost of the mem- 
orial is estimated at £1,000, which sum 
is being raised by voluntary contributions. 


Guildhall Plan. 

THE appointment of Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, R.A., as architect for the restora- 
tion of Guildhall and the reconstruction 
of adjacent buildings was approved by 
the City of London Court of Common 
Council on May 25. The Council also 
approved his plan for the site. 


City Church for Australia? 

SypNEY City Councit is considering a 
plan for removing to Australia the war- 
damaged church of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Aldermanbury, in the City of London. 

It has been suggested that the church 
should be rebuilt in Sydney. 

St. Mary, Aldermanbury, a Wren 
church, is one of the five City churches 
of which the Bishop of London’s com- 
mission, in its report published in 1946, 
recommended that the sites should be 
sold. 


Dunster Castle. 

ONE OF THE FEW remaining inhabited 
castles in Britain, Dunster Castle (Somer- 
set), which was built in 1070 and served 
as a Norman stronghold, is to be sold to 
the Commissioners of the Crown. Most 
of the 8,000-acres estate will be included 
in the transaction. 

Sub-tropical gardens are laid out in the 
grounds of the castle, and one of the last 
private polo grounds in Britain is situated 
there. The present owners of the castle, 
the Ashdale Land Company, bought it 
last year from Mr. Geoffrey Luttrell, who 
still lives there. 


Preservation of Tewkesbury Abbey. 
SPECIAL EFFORTS are being made to 


maintain, in good condition, the historic 
Abbey Church of St. Mary the Virgin at 
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Tewkesbury, in Gloucestershire. Under 
the direction of the present Vicar, the 
Rev. Brian Purefoy, many improvements 
have already been made in the interior. 
A Society of “The Friends of Tewkes- 
bury Abbey ” has been formed with the 
object of raising the funds required annu- 
ally for upkeep. The present Abbey 
was commenced in the beginning of the 
twelfth century by Robert Fitzhamon, 
one of the Norman barons who followed 
William the Conqueror. His son-in-law, 
Robert, Earl of Gloucester, a-son of King 
Henry I, who was one of the great 
church builders of the age, completed the 
work. The Abbey covers an area of 
26,000 ft. There are only three Minsters 
in England, not cathedral churches, ex- 
ceeding it in size. The lovely Norman 
tower rises to 148 ft. The great west 
front, a recessed arch, is the loftiest of 
its kind in England. It remains after 
eight centuries one of the most beautiful 
examples of medizval architecture still 
in use in this country. 


Change in Tree Preservation Order. 


THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has made a Regulation replacing 
thé existing Town and Country Planning 
(Tree Preservation Order) Regulations, 
1948. The main changes are as follows: 

(1) The requirement that every Order 
should include a map is relaxed, and 
local authorities are given the alternative 
of referring to a map deposited at a con- 
venient place. (Reg. 3 (2).) 

(2) In the case of trees and groups of 
trees, local authorities may, on making 
an Order, dispense with service of a copy 
of the Order on owners and occupiers 
provided a copy is open to inspection at 
a place convenient to the locality in 
which the trees or groups of trees are 
situate. and that the effect of the Order 
is briefly indicated in the notice served. 
(Reg. 4 (b).) 


The Perfect Chair? 


THE news that the perfect chair has 
arrived from Sweden will stir many de- 
signers and theorists, who probably con- 
sider that theirs is the answer to the 
problem. Apparently, the new arrival is 
the result of three years’ investigation by 
Swedish doctors, who used X-rays and 
whatnot to ascertain the perfect sitting 
position; the chair was then designed to 
suit that position. 

Hitherto most chairs, we suspect, have 
been designed on the basis of obvious 
comfort. This system, we admit, has pro- 
duced some types of chairs whose degree 
of comfort has been open to question, 
but, by and large, it has worked out suc- 
cessfully. Surely we can trust our own 
senses in this matter and do not need to 
rely upon medical evidence to tell us 
what should be comfortable and what 
should not. No objection should be 
raised to doctors experimenting with all 
the devices at their disposal, if they feel 
that a closer regard to human anatomy 
will give us the answer to the ideal sit- 
ting position. It would be advisable, 
iowever, not to expect too much from 
these tests. It is another example of 
science moving in on craftsmanship, and, 
in any case, the habit of sitting as we 
know it to-day has been performed by 
humans for some time now, and we are 
not likely to change it even on the 
strongest evidence. Sitting on our heads 
might be claimed to be more comfortable 
from a complicated anatomical point of 
view. We prefer the other Way. 


Disposal Works Controversy. 


THE THREAT of a new disposal works 
for the Reading region at the Thames-side 
village of Sonning brought a storm of 
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ST. MICHAEL’S HILL, BRISTOL. These dignified Georgian houses have been scheduled by the Council 


for the Preservation of Ancient Bristol. 


In the distance is St. Mary Redcliffe, the spire of which was designed 


in 1874 by George Godwin, some time Editor of The Builder. Nearer is the tower of St. Michael’s Church. 


protest. All who know Sonning will 
agree that the amenities of the village 
could hardly be improved by the addition 
of such works. Yet it does raise the point 
as .to the right of the inhabitants of a 
village to protest, and, if they do, on 
what legal grounds they can do so. In 
this case, presumably, the Reading 
Council (or whoever it was!) considered 
the point thoroughly and found that the 
Sonning district suited their requirements. 
The inhabitants of the village naturally 
feel that Sonning is the last place on earth 
to be near a disposal unit, and, in effect, 
asked the authorities to put it elsewhere. 
But where is the disposal works to go? 
If Sonning doesn’t get it why should any 
other village get it? Such an impassé 
must be giving the authorities some sleep- 
less nights—maybe the old trick of pieces 
of paper in a hat might do it—but what 
if the first piece out reads “ Sonning ”? 


New Borough Architect. 


Mr. A. G. SINcLAIR, A.R.I.B.A., of 
Edinburgh, has been appointed Borough 
Architect of West Hartlepool in succes- 
sion to Mr. S. M. Richmond. 


Professional Announcements. 


The firm of W. H. Ansett, P-P.R.1.B.A., and 
Artuur Baitey, O.B.E., F.R.IB.A., of 5, 
Verulam-buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, has been 
dissolved by mutual consent as from April 30 
last. The practice is being eontinued by 
Bailey under the style of Ansell and Bailey. 
Mr. Ansell, whose decision to relinquish active 
participation in the firm marks the completion 
of 50 years in the practice of architecture, will 
continue to be associated with the practice as 
consultant. 

-Leo O. L. HaNNeN AND PartNeRS have taken 
into partnership Mr. Jonny H. Marxnam, and 
the firm wil in. future practise in. the name 
of Leo O. L. Hannen and John H. Markham, 
F.R.I.B.A., from 7, Victoria-street, West- 
minster, S.W.1, and Liverpoo!. Te].: Abbey 
2033/4 and 4264, and Liverpool Central 3680. 


COMING EVENTS 


Friday, June 2. 

Hovusine Centre Trust.—Exhibition of winning 
designs in 1.A.A.S. competition for community 
centres. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 8.W.’. 
Continuing until June 9. 

Sunday, June 4. 

Hampsteap Artists’ Councit.—Opening of an 

exhibition entitled “ Six Places in Search of an 


Artist.” Studio House, 1, Hampstead Hill- 
gardens, N.W.3. 12 noon. Continuing unti 
July 2. 


Monday, June 5. 

Rovat INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS. 
Annual General Meeting. ‘The Institution o 
Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George-street 
London, 8.W.1. 6 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF PaINTING ConTRACTORS.—Annua 
dinner and dance. Dorchester Hotel. -7 p.m. 

EAsTerN FEDERATION oF BurLpinc TRADES EM 
PLOYERS. — Opening of —(summer meeting 
Lowestoft. Continuing until] June 7. 


Tuesday, June 6. 

FepERATION OF Paintinc ConTRACToRS.—Annua 
general meeting and luncheon. Oddenino’ = 
Hotel, 54, Regent-street, W.1.. 1 p.m. 

‘“MecwanicaL HanpLinG.” — Opening 0! 
Mechanical Handling Exhibition and Conven 
tion, Olympia, London. Continuing unti 
June 17, 10 a.m.—6.H p.m. daily. 


Friday, June 9. 

Hovusinc Centre Trust.—Annua] Conference 
The Dome, Brighton, Until June 11. 

Tue Royau Sanitary Ivstitute.—Wallase) 
sessional meeting. ‘‘ Some Aspects of Sanitar) 
Administration in a Holiday Resort,’’ by Mr 
W. Bate, D.P.A., Chief Sanitary Inspector 
Wallasey, and ‘‘ Co-ordination of the Work ot 
the Sanitary Inspector and the Borough Sur 
Crowther,  M.Eng., 


veyor,” vy Mr. e 
A.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Mun.E., Boro’ E. & § 
Wallasey. Town Hall, Wallasey. 10.30 a.m. 


THe Screntiric Fitm_ Association.—Programme 
of Erench Scientific Films. Institut Francais, 
Queensbury-way, London, 8.W. 7.45 p.m, 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, June 1, 1850. 


THE UNFORTUNATE MARBLE ARCH.— 
The suggestion, offered in THE BUILDER, 
that the marble arch, though removed, 
as it necessarily must be, from its present 
position, might still be preserved as a 
grand entrance to the palace, if set up 
again in another position facing it. 
appears to be that at length adopted, to 
a certain extent, by the . Government; 
but, although they have also in view the 
idea of placing it so that the avenue 
leading through it to the palace shall 
be the central mall in the park, they have 
not ventured to carry out the main 
principle of that suggestion—namely, the 
opening of such an entrance right through 
from Charing-cross, although even this 
had been resolved upon by Lord Lincoln 
while at the head of the Woods and 
Forests. 
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ORGANISATION OF ARCHITECTS’ OFFICES 
No. 9.—By MOLLY J. TAYLOR, F.R.I.B.A. 
(The Office of Alfred J. Taylor and Partners) 


BESET with every sign of chaos and 

the noise of hammer and smell 
of paint, six internal telephones “ tem- 
porarily indisposed’’ and the third 
G.P.O. line (so patiently awaited) 
having for a time silenced the exist- 
ing two lines, with no office in which 
to sit (I am writing this at a drawing- 
board), with a staff of 14 and a part- 
ner somewhere hidden behind a pall 
of dust; in these inauspicious circum- 
stances I am asked to contribute to 
The Builder series on the organisation 
of an architect's office—and more par- 
ticularly from a woman architect’s 
point of view! 

First, let me make it quite clear that 
| believe a woman architect’s view- 
point does not—and should not—vary 
in any essential from that of her male 
counterpart in anything appertaining 
{0 a normal practice in which organi- 
sation, in the strictly administrative 
sense, plays only a small, though an 
admittedly important, part. I think 
real efficiency should be unobtrusive, 
and one should, therefore, be unaware 
of its existence until something goes 
wrong, so that, although the circum- 
stances in which this article is being 
written could not be more inconveni- 
ent, I can at least see more clearly what 
is now missing in the previous system 
and visualise the improved organisa- 
tion planned after the internal altera- 
tions and reallocation of limited spaces 
is completed. 


The Office Layout 


We occupy the three upper floors of 
two buildings, converted horizontally. 
On the first floor is the reception office 
and waiting-room, partners’ offices, the 
senior member of staff in his own 
office adjoining No. 1 drawing-office, 
plan store and lavatory accommoda- 
tion. The second floor comprises sec- 
retaries’ office, administrative mana- 
ger’s office, No. 2 drawing-office, cata- 
logue store and model room, and 
plan, correspondence and material 
sample rooms, which also provides 
kitchen facilities. On the third floor 
is a self-contained flat for a caretaker- 
cleaner, and sufficient additional space 
to provide emergency sleeping accom- 
modation for any visitor connected 
with the practice, or for the conveni- 
ence of a partner or member of the 
staff working late; for colleagues who 
live many miles away, such facilities 
are often a real blessing in an emer- 
gency, particularly in the winter. The 
advantages of these spare rooms are 
obvious in these days of housing 
shortage, and particularly in a city 
where many hotels are still in the occu- 
pation of Government Departments. 

Our practice is a provincial one of 
medium size, with which I have been 
familiar since a child. My father, 
Alfred J. Taylor, when a very young 
man, had been articled to the founder 
oi the ‘practice; thus the family con- 
nection extends well over half a cen- 
tury. Following my father’s death in 
1938, the words “and Partners ” were 


added to the title of the firm, by reason 
of a partner subsequently joining me. 

The practice has been built up on 
personal contact, and its happy exist- 
ence, in my view, depends upon the 
continuance of the maximum personal 
service it is possible to give. This 
demands much of the two principals, 
whose time must be expended, whether 
they like it or not, on many things 
which are far removed from the draw- 
ing-board. 

The increasing complications of 
building in recent years have involved 
a tremendous increase in administra- 
tive work, and, to allow the principals 
freedom to exercise their true function, 
a department under an administrative 
manager has been created to deal with 
multitudinous form-filling, applica- 
tions, and ultimate supplications. 

The personnel now consists of the 
secretaries of the two partners, a 
senior qualified member of the staff 
who works in close collaboration with 
each of the principals and is in direct 
control of the staffs of both drawing- 
offices, which comprise one qualified 
assistant, two others of Intermediate 
R.I.B.A. standard and four junior 
draughtsmen, an administrative mana- 
ger, receptionist-telephonist, and an 
office boy. 

An office boy? This particular ap- 

pointment presents a problem which 
faces most architects, National Service 
having decimated the normal intake 
of architecturally interested youngsters 
of Matriculation or School Certificate 
standard. So with us, at present, one 
of the junior draughtsmen sportingly 
undertakes the many chores which 
normally would be the office boy’s re- 
sponsibility. In our case, this “ office 
boy” happens to be a girl. On the 
face of it, this is fair enough, because 
she was actually the latest draughts- 
man to join the staff, and so is the 
junior of the juniors. -But I have more 
than a suspicion that solely by reason 
of her sex, she is looked upon by the 
rest of the staff as intended to be the 
Martha of the office simply because 
she is a girl among men. 
_ Having myself been treated as a joke 
in the earlier stages of my career, I 
hold strongly that men and women 
working together in _ professional 
equality should maintain the spirit of 
such equality by sharing the essential 
but non-professional chores with good 
comradeship, good will and good 
humour. Fortunately, this spirit per- 
vades our office, but we must watch 
carefully which way the wind blows 
when a new junior—if it is a male— 
comes to inherit, as he should, the 
tole of office boy from his female col- 
league. 


Importance of First Impressions 

Perhaps one of the most important 
members of the staff is the reception- 
ist-telephonist. Important, because she 
is the first to come into contact with 
visitors, the first voice to be heard— 
and also the nerve-centre of the entire 
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organisation. She is public 1elations 
otticer and signals officer combined, 
and in her role of “hostess” much 
may depend on her appearance, her 
manner, her sense of tact and her ap- 
preciation of human values, Our re- 
ceptionist miraculously deals with 
three G.P.O. lines and their six exten- 
sions, six internal telephone extensions, 
letter-book and costing-sheet entries, 
partners’ appointments through their 
respective secretaries—and still man- 
ages to find time to receive callers 
with patience and cheerfulness. 

The two secretaries, one for each 
principal, are kept fully occupied, for, 
in addition to the partners’ correspond- 
ence and unending reports for com- 
mittees, they form a joint pool for 
dealing with specifications and all typ 
ing required by other members of the 
staff. My own secretary acts also as 
a confidential assistant in the prepara- 
tion of the practice accounts, income 
tax, banking and salaries. She is my 
mental understudy in many phases of 
the day’s work and acts as a shock- 
absorber to the irritations of the daily 
round. If an article on the perfect 
secretary were required, I have ample 
data and could further confound many 
by proving that two women can work, 
if not live, harmoniously together! 

We believe that the “ atmosphere 
of the office is of special importance, 
and are fortunate to practise in a city 
with an immense architectural tradi- 
tion. How much more difficult it must 
be to preserve the necessary sense of 
oeauty and dignity for creative work 
when one has to live surrounded by 
ugliness in a noisy, smoke-laden atmo- 
sphere! 


The Office Routine 


The methods of organisation in this 
office are similar in many respects to 
those covered by previous articles in 
this series, but the following descrip- 
tion will’ show the general routine 
adopted from the moment of instruc- 
tion to the rendering of an account. 

Following the making of an ap- 
pointment, one of the principals meets 
the client, or attends a committee, as 
the case may be, and takes instruc- 
tions. At the first available oppor- 
tunity these instructions are noted on 
a standard new job record sheet, giving 
the date instructed, client’s name and 
address, position of site, nature of 
work to be done, any special require- 
ments or comments, file, cost sheet and 
progress chart requirements; this form 
is signed by a principal only. 

Dependent upon the nature of the 
new work, the principal will apportion 
the work (to which he cannot give per- 
sonal attention) to the drawing and ad- 
ministrative staffs. From that moment 
the drawing-office assistant is respon- 
sible, under the supervision of the 
partner, and will enter the job on his 
progress chart, which gives a list of 
all jobs with which he is entrusted 
and shows the stage reached by each. 

The administrative manager passes 
the job sheet to the receptionist, woo 
makes a corresponding entry in the 
job record book, in which all new work 
is posted in date order of instruction 
and a consecutive number allotted. 
After this is done a cost sheet is pre- 
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pared; this is a foolscap size card, 
giving full details of the job, and is 
filed under a job record number. The 
front of the card is ruled in columns, 
under different headings, and on it is 
entered the time spent on that particu- 
lar job by the drawing-office assistant, 
together with any printing, travelling 
or out-of-pocket expenses; an overhead 
cost is assessed on a time basis, and it 
is thus possible to see at a glance the 
amount which it has cost the firm (ex- 
clusive of partners’ time) to carry out 
its duties. The back of the card is 
divided under various headings, giving 
the date of instructions, plans approved 
by local authority, estimated cost, 
licence applied for and obtained, con- 
tract sum, date of commencement, 
certificates issued, completion date, 
total final cost, fee accounts rendered 
and paid, and any other special par- 
ticulars, including claims made and 
paid in the case of War Damage 
works. 

When the title has been entered~on 
the cost sheet, the job sheet is passed 
to the secretaries, who prepare a file 
under the title of the client’s name. 
address of site, and job record num- 
ber. Inside the cover of the file is 
kept a summary sheet, for quick refer- 
ence, on which are typed salient points 
on the development of the iob as they 
occur, so that the position of the job 
can be seen at a glance. As each de- 
velopment takes place and is entered 
on the minute sheet, the file is passed 
to the receptionist, so that the detail 
may be recorded on the cost sheet. 

Weekly time sheets are kept by each 

drawing-office assistant, on which is 
noted the number of hours spent on 
each particular job and the travelling 
expenses incurred; these sheets are col- 
Tected at the end of the week and 
entered by the receptionist on the re- 
spective cost sheets. In the case of 
the principals, and assistants with cars, 
car log books are kept, on which is 
recorded the mileage to each site, and 
these details are entered periodically 
on the appropriate sheets: 
_ As each job is completed, the file 
is taken out of the cabinet and kept 
In a special drawer until the fee 
account is rendered. The fees are 
assessed and approved by the princi- 
pals, by reference to the cost sheet 
and file, after calculating their own 
time spent on the job. The assessment 
of partners’ time is more difficult, and 
the diary system is, perhaps, the best 
compromise when opportunities are so 
rare for detailed record keeping of 
each busy day. As each account is 
despatched a note is made in an 
“accounts rendered ” book: when pay- 
ment is received the entry is signed off 
in this book, the cost sheet is removed 
from the “current” cabinet, and the 
file and drawings are stored. 


Dangers of Over-Organisation 


Dull routine stuff, all this; hardly 
architecture, but a very essential part 
of a practice to-day. It is only a part, 
however, and with more and more 
attention being paid to nationalisation, 
centralisation, decentralisation and all 
the other “ isations,” it is well to heed 
the dangers of over-organisation. 

We are members of a creative pro- 


THE BUILDER 


fession—master builders, craftsmen, in 
fact—not commercial magnates, and 
although the artistic and materialistic 
temperaments are qualities rarely pos- 
sessed by one person, a well-balanced 
and flexible staff should blend these 
two necessities. The organisation of 
an architect’s office must be sufficient 
to instil confidence and to ensure, on 
behalf of the client, the maximum 
efficiency, but still remain the simplest 
possible and be subservient to all that 
architecture means in its truest defini- 
tion. 

If this description has largely 
ignored what editors delight to describe 
as “the woman’s angle,” I must repeat 
that, in my view, the professional ap- 
proach does not vary. I should like 
to conclude by strongly deprecating 
the belief, still held by a few, that 
because an architect happens to be a 
woman, her professional horizon must 
be bounded by kitchen cabinets, pram 
stores, and whimsy schemes for in- 
terior decoration. 


A COUNTRY CODE 
Special Sub-Committee Formed 


THE National Parks Commission has 
set up a special sub-committee under the 
chairmanship of Mr. J. V. Allen, a Lake 
District farmer, to consider the prepara- 
tion of a country code. In the words of 
the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act, one of the responsibili- 
ties of the Commission is to encourage 
“a proper standard of behaviour on the 
part of persons visiting the countryside,” 
and to draw up such a code. 

This country code, when ready, will be 
only one of the methods employed by 
the Commission to help to secure a better 
understanding between those who come 
from the towns and those who live in 
the country. Meanwhile the Commission 
appeals to holiday makers to remember 
the farmer and the farmer’s wife and to 
do nothing which may impede their 
efforts to produce as much food as 
possible for us all. 

Among the more important things 
which the Commission considered to 
cause much trouble and even damage to 
those who live and work in the country 
were the following:—Leaving litter lying 
all over the place. Tins, bottles (some- 
times even broken ones, which are par- 
ticularly dangerous), cigarette ends, 
empty match boxes, cartons, paper, drop- 
ping lighted matches and burning cigar- 
ette ends, walking over growing crops. 
causing damage to fences, walls, gates and 
trees, and leaving gates open. This last 
carelessness may result in untold trouble 
through straying cattle. Letting dogs off 
leads, and thereby disturbing or even in- 
juring livestock, is mentioned as another 
frequent cause of trouble. 


OBITUARY 


Capt. J. P. Dixon, F.F.A.S. 


It is with regret that we record the 
death, on May 18, of Captain Joseph 
Percy Dixon, F.F.A.S. A senior partner 
in the firm of Dixon and Prichard, of 
Tiverton, he had been in practice in the 
town for some 30 years. He was archi- 
tect to the Dulverton R.D.C. for council 
houses built in their district after the 
1914-18 war and for many private 
residences and farm buildings in that 
part of the country. He was a promi- 
nent member of the West Somerset 
Archaeological Society. During the 
first world war he served in the Rifle 
Brigade. 
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THE DESIGNER IN MODERN 
INDUSTRY 
His Skill is Needed 


ADDRESSING the annual general 
meeting of the Society of Industrial 
Artists in the lecture hall of the 


Royal Society of Arts recently, Mr. 
CHRISTIAN BARMAN, the president, said 
that at the moment all the industries of 
this country were searching for new ways 
of turning out better products at a more 
economical price. Their success in this 
search—or their lack of success—would 
decide whether the years ahead weie 
to be a period of national prosperity or 
one of national eclipse. The industrial 
designer had a vital part to play in this 
struggle for technological improvement. 

The industrial designer helped the 
manufacturer to see that his produci 
became either better, or cheaper, or both. 
Usually he could help in making it better 
because of his special skill in interpret- 
ing the human needs as distinct from the 
technical needs. He could make it 
cheaper because his whole training had 
taught him to look for solutions that 
were simple, economical and direct. | 

But apart from this immediate contri- 
bution to efficiency and economy, said 
Mr. Barman, there was another whose 
immense importance was mot always 
realised as it should be. To make better 
goods meant making things that worked 
better—furniture that was more comfort- 
able and more practical; chemical 
products that were safer, purer, more 
efficient; mechanical appliances that did 
their job with less consumption of fuel. 
energy and labour for operation and 
maintenance. Whether or not these 
improved goods cost more than their old 
counterparts, the customer had got to 
be persuaded that they were better than 
the things he had had available so fat. 
Customers for industry’s goods were 
sceptical people. Their instinct was 
towards resistance, towards disbelief. No 
single person could do more to overcome 
that resistance and that disbelief than the 
designer. Whatever his contribution might 
be, whether it was the design of a product, 
or a package, or an advertisement, it 
was to a large extent on that contribution 
that the public would decide to accept 
the improved product, or to reject it. 

Mr. Barman pointed out that a number 
of designers were concerned with the 
design of aids for industry itself, inclu- 
ding tools, machines, furniture, lighting 
appliances, office equipment, forms and 
stationery, and so on. These were the 
tools of industry in the widest sense. 
These tools, he said, had a very special 
condition to fulfil, a condition that was 
directly concerned with productivity. 
Productivity in industry depended not 
only on the tools that were used but 
also on the feelings with which those 
tools were regarded by the people who 
used them. People would use their tools 
well if they got from them feelings of 
pride and confidence. To impart those 
values to all industry’s tools was one 
of the main jobs of industrial designers 
working in this particular field. 


Timber Courses. 

Dr. H. E. Descu, F.R.LCS., has 
arranged to hold three one-week timber 
courses at Southfield House, Oxford, this 
summer. They will take place from 
July 10 to 15, July 24 to 29, and Sep- 
tember 18 to 23. The inclusive fee is 
£13 16s., and application for particulars 
and entrance forms should be made to 
Dr. Desch at 1b, Middle Temple-lare, 











London, E.C.4. 
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The Guildhall and Abbey, Bath. 


CONFERENCE SCENE 


Described by HUGH BANKART, F.R.L.B.A., 
and LANCE WRIGHT, A.R.I.B.A., with 
drawings by ARTHUR C. FARE, R.W.A. 


BATH 


OF the many architects who visit Bath during the 
British Architects’ Conference, 1950, some will 
already be familiar with this Queen City of the west 
country, and with her rich historical, literary and 
architectural heritage. For many others, it will be a 
glimpse of a place with which they are already familiar 
by reason of its world-wide associations. 

The story of Bath is rich in history, ranging from its 
legendary foundation by Bladud, the leper son of King 
Lud Hudibras, nearly 3,000 years ago, to the present 
day, when its people are once again raising fair buildings 
in the lovely golden local stone from the ruins and 
ashes left by Hitler’s bombers during the tragic nights 
of April 25 and 26, 1942. 

Nestling in the embrace of a bend of the River Avon 
and surrounded by pleasant wooded green hills and 
meadows, Bath’s fortunes have always revolved round 
her hot spring waters. Legend claims that they were 





the reason for the magical cure of Bladud’s leprosy, 
and we know that the Roman conquerors made full 
use of them when they arrived in about A.D. 54, because 
the baths they used until they departed in a.p. 410 are 
still well preserved. 

Space is insufficient to describe the many vicissitudes 
of Bath in the 1,300 years between the withdrawal 
of the Roman invaders until the city’s resurrection as a 
fashionable watering place in the early eighteenth century, 
but it may be said that during this period and up to the 
time of Beau Nash, “ King of Bath,” in the early eigh- 
teenth century, the hot springs have again and again been 
the cause of Bath’s revival from decay and desolation. 


Enter John Wood 


Queen Anne’s visit to Bath in 1702 was the beginning 
of the city’s real prosperity. Ladies and gentlemen of 
fashion followed the royal example in such numbers 
that the boundaries had to be extended beyond the 
ancient medieval walls and, in 1728, under the 
influence and patronage of Ralph Allen and Beau 
Nash, an architect, one John Wood, came forward 
to commence the design and building of what was to 
become the “ second capital of fashionable England.” 
In the years following, under the skilful direction of 
John Wood and his contemporaries, dignified streets, 
squares and gardens stretched outwards from a trans- 
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formed city centre towards the surrounding slopes, 
upon which gradually arose the terraces and sweeping 
crescents which are the happy heritage of modern Bath. 

How lovely the place must have looked at that time 
when the stone of the buildings had not lost its golden 
warmth and the River Avon flowed quietly along 
between unspoiled green meadows. How tragic, there- 
fore, by contrast is the ill-considered development and 
lack of planning during the nineteenth century. Small 
praise is due to Victorian industrialists and speculators 
for the despoiled and neglected riverside, for the acres 
of poor and ill-considered housing stretching over the 
south side of the city, or for the “‘ black patch” of 
dirty and heavy industry where noise, smoke, stench 
and factory sirens to-day pollute a large area so close 
to this small city’s fair and ancient precincts. 

Such, briefly, is Bath’s history, but what of the city 
to-day, and what are Bathonians doing, not only to 
preserve their great architectural heritage but to eradi- 
cate the errors of the past 100 years, and to develop 
to the full the wonderful opportunities offered by their 
city’s natural gifts? Bath to-day is in a transitional 
stage and her modern planners are faced with enormous 
problems as well as being blessed with many advan- 
tages. Hitler’s bombers, however tragic and unwelcome 
at the time, brought Bath to the crossroads; a rapid 
consideration of her future planning was forced upon 
her by dire necessity. She prepared a “ plan for Bath,” 
and is now working to a programme designed to 
eradicate the errors of the past 100 years and to restore 
the fair beauty which is her birthright. 


A Changing Social Structure 


Bath’s whole social structure has undergone changes 
perhaps more drastic than most cities of her size. 
From being a “ City of Fashion,” a pleasure and health 

esort for the wealthy and leisured, a rendezvous for the 
illustrious of every sort and for gamblers, duellists 
and adventurers, she has become a busy democratic 
city partially industrialised, struggling to cope with the 
demands of acute population and traffic problems and 
to adapt herself to her modernrole. Rapidly advancing 
medical science is transforming her original Spa estab- 
lishments into an important centre for research into 
the causation of rheumatic diseases and their treatment 
by every form of physiotherapy. 

Bath’s fame is international and draws visitors from. 
all parts of the world to view a place so rich in historical, 
social and architectural associations. For this reason 
the city is popular as a conference and assembly centre 
for every sort of cultural activity. The recent opening 
by H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth of a new Training 
College for women teachers in the historic buildings 
of Newton Park, a newly established Academy of Art 
at Corsham Court, together with several well-known 
public schools, are some of the things which are placing 
Bath in the front rank as an educational centre. 

By good fortune, the major part of ancient Bath 
escaped serious bombing; her Abbey church, Guild- 
hall, Pump Room and baths, together with the fine old 
crescents, squares and terraces, remain to-day almost 
unscathed, and this jewel in its setting of broad vistas 
and green open spaces forms the lovely nucleus around 
which will arise the city of the future. 

It would, however, be a pity to consider Bath as a sort 
of museum piece within whose precincts any modern 
architecture which is not Georgian is sacrilege. Surely 
the city’s rich heritage demands only the best contem- 
porary buildings, and consideration will show that such 
work must express the social conditions of the twentieth 
century, as, indeed, that of the eighteenth century 
expressed, so accurately, the mode of life at that time. 

Bath’s citizens have, since the war, been busy repair- 
ing the gaps in bomb-shattered housing areas ; they 
are pre-occupied with acute housing problems and with 
the provision of educational and medical buildings 
to cope with the needs of their people, but, in the midst 
of these distractions, local authority and citizens alike 
have found time to make their streets gay with flowers, 
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blossoming trees and window boxes. Housing estates 
have recently been developed on the city’s outskirts, 
in conformity with the new neighbourhood units of 
the planning scheme, and these have been attractively 
consideréd and laid out. Some of this housing is 
prefabricated, but, at Moorlands, traditional construc- 
tion and Bath stone walling have been very successfully 
used in a colourful and attractive layout. 


Adaptation of Old Houses 


Not the least of Bath’s problems has been the proper 
adaptation to modern needs of her large eighteenth- 
century houses. By the conversion of these buildings into 
flats and maisonnettes much valuable accommodation 
has been made available at a cost considerably lower 
than that of new housing. Some successful examples 
are to be seen where careful thought has been given 
to the problem, but it is regrettable that many of these 
lovely buildings have suffered both internally and 
externally as a result of ill-considered alterations, and 
that so many houses have been robbed of the original 
glazing bars to their sash windows, so necessary to 
their character. 

When considering public buildings, one’s mind 
immediately turns:to the old Assembly Rooms. This 
magnificent group of Georgian rooms, restored at 
heavy cost just prior to the war, was one of Bath’s 
proudest treasures; completely gutted by fire from 
incendiary bombs on the night of April 26, 1942, its 
destruction is not only a local but a national tragedy. 
To-day the shell remains as a memorial to that night’s 
attack, and the problem also remains as to its future. 

The erection of modern public buildings in Bath 
has been restricted by national conditions prevailing 
everywhere, but there are some outstanding examples 
of both pre- and post-war architecture to be seen. 
Bath has many churches, but St. Alphege, Oldfield 
Park, is an example of modern ecclesiastical architec- 
ture of which to be proud. Of new schools now being 
built by the education authority, that at Moorlands, 
lying so easily along the contours of a steeply sloping 
site, is a reminder that simple and good modern 
building will mix perfectly happily with the best of the 
past, and that one need not perpetuate Georgian design 
to obtain architectural harmony in the city of the future. 

There are other lessons to this effect in the city, 
including the outstandingly graceful shopfront of the 
Gas Showrooms in Old Bond-street, but, speaking 
generally, Bath’s shopfronts are bitterly disappointing. 
Uncontrolled alterations have, in recent years, resulted 
in the demolition and destruction of many beautiful 
Georgian fronts and their replacement with every kind 
of unsuitable horror! One has to lift one’s eyes 
above the level of the shop fascias to recapture the old 
unity of the eighteenth-century streets, and it is to be 
hoped that the city’s authorities will gradually restore 
the traditional excellence and architectural uniformity 
of streets and shop fronts. 

The preservation of Bath’s Georgian stone facades 
from decay is a problem perplexing authorities and 
private owners alike, and one which is being considered 
by the Georgian Group in proposals for the preserva- 
tion and proper use of these historic buildings. One 
hopes that the pleasant greenswards and gardens of 
squares and crescents will soon all be restored, and that 
allotment gardens will not for long mar the front of such 
classic sweeps as that of the Royal Crescent. Standing 
in the riverside gardens near the Abbey, with Robert 
Adam’s graceful bridge spanning the Avon near by, 
gazing at tumbling weir and drifting swans, and with 
the green and wooded hills rising away all around, 
one begins to love this small city and to appreciate 
how beautiful she may again become. 

The Future of the City 

Looking into the future, one can obtain a glimpse 
of Bath as the planners have visualised it ; her heavy 
industrial area cleared away and replaced on the out- 
skirts, the River Avon flowing through the city between 
broad green walks and gardens gay with flowers, where 
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Bath Abbey, from the River. 
















her people will come in the summer evenings to stroll 
or to rest and to sip their drinks at the garden cafés. 

In those days, the city’s inner precincts will be 
quiet and free from the traffic noise and congestion 
which now mar them ; for all this will be taken round 
the outskirts by means of bye-pass arterial roads which 
even now are under consideration. Residential areas, 
each self-contained and with their own churches, 


Electricity Offices, Bristol. 
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Sir Giles Scott, R.A., Architect. 
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Lansdown Place East, Bath. 


schools, shops, halls and other social needs, will lie on the 
outskirts where they are already coming into existence; 
within the city itself, buildings of the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries will stand in pleasant harmony 
with those of ancient Bath, and new open spaces will 
be added to the old to complete what can surely be one 
of the loveliest small cities in the land. 
HuGH BANKART 
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BRISTOL 


BRISTOL, in strong contrast to Bath, 

her neighbour, is a commercial city— 
both in the distributive and the manufac- 
turing sense—and it is difficult to escape 
the impression that her citizens, with their 
busy preoccupation, have tended to deplore 
the distinction and the tribulations which 
her size and circumstances have so often 
thrust upon her. 

During the Middle Ages she was the 
sally port for the Kingdom’s trouble- 
makers. Traditionally the marriage por- 
tion of the Queens of England, she twice 
found herself the hesitant accomplice of 
Queens who were out to make their 
husbands’ lives supremely difficult. From 
her vast Norman keep—the foundations 
of which have recently been brought to 
light by bombing—Queen Maud defied 
Stephen and, two centuries later, Queen 
Isabella defied Edward -II. There is 
evidence that both of these events were 
accounted an annoying interruption in 
trade, as also was Bristol’s inescapable 
part in the Civil War. 

The concentration of people and money 
in Bristol during the medieval period made 
the city a power in the sea life of the age of 
the Renaissance, when it would normally 
have been expected that the increased size 
of ocean-going ships would have rendered 
her land-locked harbour out of date. As 
it was, by capturing the trade in slaves and 
sugar and by pursuing a politics and moral- 
ity hardly in accordance with present ideas, 
the City Fathers were able to hold Liverpool 
at bay until well into the middle of the 
eighteenth century. Thereafter maritime 
decline set in and Bristol had to look to her 
own industry—soap, sugar refinery, tobacco 
processing and, latterly, cardboard boxes 
and aeroplanes——to keep her people fed. 

The city of to-day owes its appearance 
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Christmas Steps, Bristol. 
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to this vanished marine past and to the 
various manful attempts to cater for it. 
The western half of the old Norman city 
survives in recognisable shape in the Corn- 
street-Broad-street area, the eastern half 
having been razed to the ground during 
the late war. Within this tiny, close- 
packed city most of the public buildings 
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
were placed, John Wood’s Exchange, 
Cockerell’s Bank of England (c. 1845), 
Thomas Shackleton Pope’s Guildhall 
(c. 1845) and Assize (1865), C. A. Busby’s 
Commercial Rooms (1810) and Sir Robert 
Smirke’s Council House (1827): all elegant 
or rich and all to a diminutive scale. ; 
The medizval city was larger than this. 
While his mother Maud -was fighting her 
war, Henry of Anjou entered into the 
Bristolian problem and, as King Henry II, 
aided the citizens to carry out what was 
then a prodigious scheme to divert the River 
Frome and, while adding to the wharfage, 
to double the size of the tongue of land 
on which the city was 
. built. This venture, 
completed at a cost 
of £5,000 in 1247, had 
the effect of enclosing 


{ Clare-street, Marsh- 
: street and  King- 
street within the city 

At the same 


ae walls. 

' time a second town 
« had sprung up across 
the Avon in the Red- 
cliffe and Temple 
Wards, and _ the 
north bank of the 
Frome was fringed 
with a _ continuous 
line of _ religious 
houses, terminating 
in the great Augus- 
tinian abbey now 
Bristol Cathedral, in 
the west. 

So remained the 
bounds of the city 
until well into the 
eighteenth century 
and, though adequate 
and almost spacious 
for the medieval pop- 
ulation of 5,000, it 
grew to be unsuf- 
ferably close quarters 
for the Georgian 
population of some 




















40,000. Yet the 

Queen Anne and 

Georgian additions 

ft staat were relatively modest 

a Se TBE in area. They were 
practically confined 

to four districts — 


Queen-square on the 
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Veterinary Annexe. 


tongue of marshy land jutting out into the 
harbour ; the steep northern hinterland 
where the religious houses had formerly 
been, running from Great George- and 
Charlotte-streets in the west to Kings- 
square and Kingsdown in the east; the 
new Spa of Clifton Hotwells close under 
the Avon Gorge; and, finally, circa 1790, 
the even new Spa of Clifton-on-the- 
Hill. 

In 1803 the City Fathers made a final 
grand attempt to save Bristol’s maritime 
position. They diverted the River Avon 
down a canal (known as “‘ The New Cut ”’) 
and, by placing locks at both ends, made 
the old river bed into one great floating 
harbour, freed from the vagaries of tides. 
If this could do little to save Bristol’s 
marine fortunes, it had the practical effect 
of making her, potentially if not in fact, 
a second Venice. But it is doubtful 
whether Bristol people were ever impressed 
by this. In any case, when the hoped-for 
volume of trade did not flow back, they 
lost no time in contemplating illusions about 
their future, and early in the nineteenth 
century they turned whole-heartedly to small 
industry. A great black fan-shaped area, 
many times the size of the original city and 
of all-too-familiar tragic aspect, spread out 
eastwards and even engulfed the old mining 
town of Kingswood, four miles away. The 
twentieth century has seen further spreads 
in every direction to house the 400,000 souls 
which this industrial development has called 
into being. 

It is early to make any final comment on 
the architecture of nineteenth- and twentieth- 
century Bristol. But there is no reason to 
assume that it is less distinguished than what 
went before. The Greek Revival held on in 
Clifton until the 1850’s, and was then super- 
seded by a distinct local style which is now 
generally known as “ Bristol Byzantine.” 
This idiom was evolved by local architects— 
notably by John Foster, Edward Godwin 
and Archibald Ponton—to meet the new 
commercial needs, and is characterised by 
tiered arcaded fronts enriched with a flat 
repetitive ornament. The surviving build- 
ings are few, but they are sufficient to give 
the new commercial areas a_ particular 
character. The best examples are perhaps 
Foster and Wood’s Colston Hall and 
Ponton and Gough’s granary on the. 
Welsh Back. 

Thereafter followed a period when it is 
difficult to signal any buildings of special 
merit. But the period immediately before 
the First World War was one of great 
prosperity, and the red brick factories 
designed by Sir Frank Wills and Sir 
George Oatley to magnify the output of 
chocolate and cigarettes supply one more | 
note of character to the place. 

The planning future of Bristol. is un- 
certain. The circumstance that she was 





740 


something of a pioneer in town planning 
in the ’thirties has in a manner turned 
against her in that she saddled herself 
at that time with a plan based on tech- 
niques which have since become outmoded; 
and that those principally concerned are 
now understandably loath completely to 
relinquish it. New factors in the city’s 
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1 Headquarters : Red Lodge 
2 University and Art Gallery 
3 Scheol of Architecture 

4 Bristol Grammar School 

5 Royal Fort 

6 Cabot Tower 

7 Suspension Bridge 


R.IL.B.A. ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


HIS year’s British Architects’ Conference 
will take place at Bristol and Bath 
from June 7-10. The headquarters of the con- 
ference will be at the Red Lodge, Park Row, 


Bristol. 


9 Cental Library 
11 Victoria Rooms 


13 Cathedral 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7. 

8.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. INFORMAL RECEP- 
TION at the Red Lodge. Members will be 
guests of the Bristol Society of Architects. 
Informal dress. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8. 
10.15 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. THE INAUGURAL 
MEETING at Bristol University. RECEPTION 
AND ADDRESS OF WELCOME by the Lord Mayor 
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8 Zoological Gardens 

0 New Council House 
12 Temple Meads Station 
14 St. Mary Redcliff 
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life are her emergence as an administrative 
centre (the capital of a Region in the wel- 
fare state); as a Hospital Centre ; and 
as the seat of a fast expanding University. 

It is unthinkable that this recent con- 
centration of professional people should 
not, in the end, succeed in making Bristol 
once more a pattern for urban living. 
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15 Redland Chapel 
16 Pro-Cathedral 

17 St. John’s 

18 Bryan’s Garage 

19 College Motors 

20 Cathedral Garage 
21 Coventry and Jeffs 


of Bristol, supported by the Mayor of Bath. 
Address by Mr. Michael Waterhouse, 
P.R.1.B.A., followed by a paper on the ** Pro- 
tection and Preservation of Historic Buildings”’ 
by the Earl of Rosse, M.B.E., chairman of 
the Georgian Group. 

3.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. GARDEN PARTY 
and Conference photograph at Blaise Castle. 
Coaches leave. Bath at 2.30 p.m. and head- 
quarters at 2.45 p.m. 

9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Civic RECEPTION AND 
DANCE at the Pump Room, Bath. Evening 
dress. Decorations. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9. 
10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. PAPER on “ The 
New City Centres of Europe,’’ by the Hon. 
Lionel Brett, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., at Bristol 


University. 
ALTERNATIVE HALF-Day Tours.—(1) Tour 


: 


Wie 


cut 
\ 


ee: 


June 2 1950 


But in the meanwhile her fundamenta. 
problem is how to preserve the extraordin- 
ary beauty which she has received from her 
picturesque site and her anomalous past 
without thwarting in any way the wealth 
of small industry on which she must always 
depend for her bread and butter. 
LANCE WRIGHT 
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22 Windmill and Lewis 
23 Car Park 
24 Grand Hotel 

25 Spa Hotel 

26 Bright’s Hotel 

27 Hawthorns Hotel 
28 Kinbourne Hotel 
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29 St. Vincent’s Rocks Ho 
30 Royal Hotel 

31 Greyhound Hotel 

32 Grosvenor Hotel 

33 Rodney Hotel 

R Restaurants 

P.O. Post Offices 


of Bristol (coaches leave headquarters 2 p.m; 

(2) Tour of Bath (coaches leave headquarté 

2 p.m.) ; (3) Tour of Brabazon Hang 

(coaches leave headquarters 2 p.m.) ; (4) To 

ft Prior Park (coaches leave headqua 
-m.). 

Tr eaee WuoLe-Day Tours.—{(5) To 
of the Cotswolds (coaches leave headquarte 
9.30 a.m.) ; (6) Tour of Wells (coaches !ea 
headquarters 9.30 a.m.) ; (7) Tour of Laco 
(coaches leave headquarters 9 a.m.). 

7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. CONFERENCE DIN 
at the Queen’s Hall, Berkeley-square, Clifte 
Bristol. Coaches leave Bath for Bristol 
7.15 p.m. Evening dress. Decorations 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10. 
10.15a.m. Visits (1) To Messrs. Robinso 
Building; (2) To Clifton; (3) Burring 
Combe and Cheddar (9.30 a.m.). 
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PHYSICAL TRAINING, ART AND ASSEMBLY CENTRE 


CITY OF BATH TRAINING COLLEGE, NEWTON PARK 


ALFRED J. TAYLOR AND PARTNERS, FF.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


THIS building has been sited at the end of the very pleasant 
wooded drive from the Corston village to the eighteenth- 
century house. Details and illustrations of the conversion 
of the house to a training college for teachers were given in 
the March 3 issue of The Builder. 
{ Work on the Physical Training, Art and Assembly Centre 
was commenced early in 1949 ; the stonework completed 
and the roof finished by Christmas the same year, and all 
internal work was completed by March 2, when it was the 
scene of the formal opening of the College by H.R.H. 
Princess Elizabeth. 

The hall has been designed as a dual purpose room 
and the area of the main hall is 40 ft. by 70 ft. The floor 
is covered with Yang strip. On the east side is a forecourt 
of an area equal to that of the gymnasium for physical 
training displays. 

At the south end are the students’ changing rooms and 
showers, towel locker rooms and cloakrooms, and instruc- 
tors’ personal room, with separate shower. These changing 
rooms can also give direct access to the forecourt and play- 
ing fields, and can, therefore, be used as dressing rooms for 
games. 

At the north end of the hall is a stage, fully equipped 
with stage lighting and curtain apparatus for dramatic 
purposes, and a portable apron stage is provided for the 
production of Elizabethan drama which, is it is hoped, will 
be a feature of the College training. This portable stage 
can be stowed away in the storage space under the stage, 
which also provides room for stacked chairs. 

Beyond the stage is the art room, the north wall of which 
is almost completely glazed ; large doors on the east and 
west sides give access to the adjoining grounds for out-of- 
door art classes. 

The building has been designed to harmonise with the 
nearby eighteenth-century mansion by adopting a classic 
manner with simplified detail. 

It is constructed of a light steel framework, carrying a Detail of angle of hall. The boasted stone over the door is to be carved. 
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Interior view of gymnasium. 
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reinforced asbestos deck roof (left exposed in the art room). 
The decking has been covered in asphalt, laid on wood-wool, 
and finished with light stone chippings. 

The walls are of brick with Bath stone facing, and the 
roofs of the lower wings are hollow tile reinforced concrete, 
plastered on the underside. The ceiling of the gymnasium- 
hall is fibreboard, suspended from secret fixings. 

All the rooms are heated by radiators operated by gas- 
fired boilers in the basement under the art room cloaks 
space ; this heating chamber also contains the boilers for 
providing hot water for showers, etc. 

All windows and french doors are purpose-made of 
medium universal section aluminium, and are glazed with 
selected sheet glass. 

Neutral colours have been selected for this dual purpose 


hall, walls being mist grey and the ceilings broken white. 
Soft grey woodwork and coral and grey curtains have been 
chosen to introduce an atmosphere of warmth when the 
room is used for assembly purposes. 

The architects were Alfred J. Taylor and Partners, 
FF.R.1I.B.A. (Molly J. Taylor (Mrs. R. A. Gerrard) : Hugh 
Bankart), and the consultant engineers Messrs. Hoare, 
Lea and Partners. 

The general contractors were Messrs. J. Long and Sons, 
Ltd., of Bath, and the clerk of works Mr. J. Wood. Mr. 
A. J. Brown was the contractors’ foreman. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers of specialist equipment and materials 
were : G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., heating and hot-water supply 
installation throughout ; The Colston Electric Co., Ltd., electrical 
installation ; Bath Gas Co., and South Western Gas Board, gas supplies, 
mains, etc. ; Sanders and Forster, Ltd., supply and erection of structural 
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The art room. 


steelwork ; Bath aad Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., tronze fixing plates and 
stonework ; Gardiner, Sons and Co., Ltd., aluminium windows and 
dome lights ; Lillywhite Frowd, Ltd., supply and erection of gymnasium 
apparatus ; Western Asphalte and Tar Paving Co., asphalt roofing, etc. ; 
Fleetwood Paints, Ltd., paintwork (all decorative materials) ; Stevens 
ard Adams, Ltd., wood block flooring (supplied and laid) ; Horsley, 


Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., Semastic tiles ; William E. Farrer, Ltd., 
terrazzo shower partitions ; Yannedis and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; 
Alfred Brown and Co., cloakroom and changing room fittings ; Taylors 
Interlocking Block Co., Ltd. (for The Indented Bar Co.), ribs and tiles 
for tilecast roofs ; Universal Asbestos Co., decking units ; Cloakroom 
Equipment, Ltd., mesh lockers; and Artistic Blind Co., curtain equipment. 


Students’ changing rcom. 


PHYSICAL TRAINING, ART AND ASSEMBLY CENTRE, NEWTON PARK 
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The southern portion of the building, 


NEW COUNCIL HOUSE, COLLEGE GREEN, BRISTOL 
SOME RECENT PROGRESS VIEWS 
E. VINCENT HARRIS, R.A., ARCHITECT 


DJOINING the Cathedral, this 
building, now in course of 
erection on a commanding site at 
the east side of College Green, was 
planned pre-war to accommodate all 
the departments of the City Council 
and also the whole of the Council 
members’ apartments. The founda- 
tion contract of the structure, con- 
structed in reinforced concrete, was 
commenced by Messrs. Wm. Cowlin 
and Son, Ltd., of Bristol, in 1936, 
and the superstructure contract was 
started by them in 1938. Progress 
of the work was very slow, due to the 
threatening war, and in 1940 building 
operations were suspended entirely. 
The Ministry of Health gave per- 
mission for completion of the build- 
ing in 1946 in order that temporary 
accommodation could be provided 
for the Council staff, who had been 
displaced from their quarters due to 
the blitzing of the City. 

The site, which is approached 
from Frog-lane on the east side, and 
from Deanery-road and Park-street 
on the west side, has variations in 
level of 18 ft. and presented a task of 
planning to ensure easy working. 
Access to the office departments, 
consisting of six floors and providing 
approximately 100,000 super ft. of 
floor area, is obtained from the 
pavilions at each end of the building, 
both from the College Green and 
Frog-lane levels, with independent 
and separate access from Frog-lane 
to the large Main Rates Hall, which 
is approximately 170 ft. by 60 ft. 


The Council suite occupies the 
whole of the first floor on one level 
and is approached by an inclined 
road across the whole front of the 
building from Deanery-road to Park- 
street; under this is the boiler house, 


The Council accommodation con- 
sists of a conference hall, approxi- 
mately 80 ft. by 45 ft., council 
chamber for 114 members and 100 
ratepayers, with committee rooms 
and with apartments for the 





The north pavilion, from Unity-street. 
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Reconstruction of 
THE COLSTON HALL, BRISTOL 


J. NELSON MEREDITH, F.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT 


T. S. SINGER, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 
IN CHARGE 


THE City Council recently approved 

tenders amounting to £146,000 for 
the reconstruction of the Colston Hall, 
and £38,000 for the installation of an 


rgan. 

The Hall has had an unfortunate 
record of two fires, each time the 
interior being completely gutted. It 
is now hoped to complete the scheme in 
time for the Festival of Britain. 

The shell of the present structure 
abuts directly on to two noisy streets 
and it is impossible to extend the 
boundaries of the site. The present 
thick outer walls will be re-used for a 
portion of their height and therefore the 
space which can be allowed in the 
scheme for ancillary accommodation 
and public circulating space is somewhat 
restricted. 

Seating accommodation is provided 
for approximately 2,000 persons with 
room for an additional 200 people on 
the choir seating. The platform will 
hold an orchestra of 70 to 90 players. 

The architectural treatment internally 
will be simple and direct, with light 
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sycamore panelling, broken up, where 
it occurs along the sides of the audi- 
torium, by a series of convex shapes for 
sound diffusion. Cool colours will be 
chosen for walls and ceiling. 

The downward lighting of the audi- 
torium will be incorporated in egg-cra‘e- 
shaped ceiling grilles which will also be 
used for the Plenum inlets. Softly 
lighted chandeliers of modern design 
will be suspended from the ceiling over 
each side of the auditorium, and more 
intense lighting from these will be 
directed upwards on to the ceiling to 
eliminate dark patches and counter any 
glare from the lights in the grilles. 
The concert platform will be lighted by 
powerful overhead lights set behind a 
series of 12-in. diameter holes arranged 
on the underside of the acoustic hood. 

On occasions the Hall will be used for 
exhibitions and dancing, and to meet 
these requirements the front portion 
of the auditorium floor will be level, with 
transportable seating. A section of the 
stepped portion of the floor behind can 
be removed to increase this area. 
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INSULATION.—The first step in design- 
ing the acoustics of the new concert 
hall was to ascertain the noise climate 
existing outside, so as to ensure that 
adequate insulation should be provided 
to give the necessary degree of extreme 
quiet needed inside a first class concert 
auditorium. The measurements made 
showed that the existing thick brick 
walls of the Hall, coupled with the 
planning of cut-off corridors, would 
give the required sound insulation. 
The provision of a new roof of high 
enough insulation to match the walls 
was more difficult. The solution found 
was to provide 3-in. wood wool slabs 
beneath the asbestos cement roofing and 
to ensure that the plaster false ceiling 
contributed substantially to the overall 
insulation by loading the upper surface 
with vermiculite concrete and avoiding 
any sound leakages through openings 
for lighting supports, etc. 

Further measures employed to keep 
sound insulation high are sfecially 
designed doors with seund attenuators 
in the edges, acoustically-treated ceilings 
in foyers, cut-off lobbies, etc., and the 
omission of all windows in the Hall 
itself. 

Acoustics.—The important require- 
ments for a successful concert hall are: 
(a) A good direct sound from the 
orchestra to the whole of the seating 
area; (b) a suitable reverberation time, 
carefully balanced to ensure good 
musical quality at all sound frequencies ; 
(c) avoidance of echoes, or focussing 
effects causing bad definition at any 
point in the seating area; and (d) 
correct design of the orchestra 
seating to ensure that the 
members of the orchestra have 
the right conditions for accurate 
and sensitive performance. 

To meet requirement (a) the 
seating at the rear of the main 
floor and the whole of the 
seating in the balcony has been 
steeply raked. The balcony 
seating has been extended 
round the sides of the Hall in 
a series of steps, thus avoiding 
the necessity of having a very 
deep recess under the balcony 
at the rear. 

Under (4) the whole of the 
interior surfaces of the Hall 
have been carefully planned to 
obtain the correct distribution 
of reverberation time against 
frequency. This involves the 
use of large areas of wood and 
hardboard panelling, and the 
avoidance of any substantial 
areas of very soft porous ma- 
terial such as carpet, curtains 
or the normal type of acoustic 
tile. Floor finishes are chiefly 
in rubber and thick cork lino- 
leum. 


Cross-section through auditorium look- 
ing towards concert platform. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
The Problems in the New Towns 


[DIFFERENT aspects of the application 

of landscape architecture in the new 
towns were discussed by the MISSES 
BRENDA COLVIN, F.I.L.A., and SyLviA 
Crowe, F.I.L.A., and Mr. H. F. CLarkK, 
A.LL.A., at*?a meeting of the Institute of 
Landscape Architects held at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on May 11. 

Opening the discussion, Mr. CLARK, in 
referring to some of the difficult questions 
to which the landscape architect had to 
find suitable answers, spoke of the needs 
of the people who were to benefit from 
proper planning, and said:— 

“There is no better or more useful ally 
among our associates in the planning team 
than the social scientist. It is he who 
provides us with statistical information, 
with social surveys about needs and uses, 
with observations about the behaviour of 
individuals in communities, and he is the 
person with whom we work most closely 
in attempting to reach a new solution for 
what is, after all, a new problem—the 
housing of numbers of people in a way 
which will be satisfying to them socially 
as well as physically and aesthetically. 
And this side of our work is not made 
easier by the fact that we now live in a 
world of changing values when there are 
no certainties and when the future of our 
European civilisation is, to say the least, 
obscure.” 


Landscape Survey. 

After remarking on the various com- 
peting interests for land, Mr. Clark 
continued:— 

“The basis of our work is the landscape 
survey which is both its scientific assess- 
ment and a visual record wherein are en- 
tered not only data on the geology, 
ecology and climatic conditions of the 
region but also notes on the topography 
of the land, its areas of scenic value, its 
view points and its character and history. 
The great importance of this survey for 
the engineer, the architect planner and 
the landscape architect is obvious, but 
apparently not obvious enough since this 
is one of the first of the surveys which 
should be undertaken and not the last, as 
is now the practice. Failure to give it 
priority enormously increases the work of 
all members of the planning team and 
later on sometimes leads to mistakes in 
three dimensional planning which might 
have been avoided. A landscape is, after 
all, in its totality a three dimensional pic- 
ture and is, in its English context, a com- 
position whose houses, churches, public 
buildings and all the units of town or vil- 
lage are united in harmony and happiness 
with woodlands, fields, hills and all the 
features of the countryside. That being 
so it is an offence against good taste and 
good sense and against the canons of 
landscape to clutter up sight lines and 
sky lines with the jagged silhouettes of 
rows of brick houses or to mutilate the 
structural contours of the land un- 
necessarily with deep cuttings and em- 
bankments. 

“Since the landscape architect is, if 
appointed at all, the last member of the 
planning team to be briefed, it is often too 
late to prevent offences such as these. It 
is really time that we should be recog- 
nised not as exterior decorators who will, 
amiably or not, supply the necessary 
horticultural information when called 
upon to do so, but as professionals whose 
training fits them, perhaps more com- 
pletely than some of our allied profes- 
sions, to give opinions both on the deter- 
mination of land use and on the art of 
three dimensional or visual planning.” 


Miss SYLVIA CROWE began by saying: 
“T think the title of this discussion puts 
a finger on one of our greatest problems. 
What I believe we should do is to change 
‘ Landscape in the New Towns’ to ‘ New 
Towns in the Landscape.’ We need to in- 
crease the balance of the .large scale 
landscape, the surrounding country which 
holds the town within its green setting, 
and the large open spaces which bring 
waves of green into the town itself, as 
against the sprinkling of green patches 
within the housing groups. I believe 
economy alone will force us into closer 
urban units set in a green matrix of open 
space and I sincerely hope it will. 

“The housing green, if large enough, 
can be a very pleasant thing, but its 
character is more rural than urban, and 
repeated endlessly, and echoed by small 
triangles and patches of grass, it brings 
us back to the all over spot pattern of the 
garden cities.” 


Harlow New Town. 

Speaking in particular of the new town 
at Harlow, Miss Crowe said: “ A type of 
landscape which is playing a large part in 
Harlow is the productive landscape. The 
origin of this idea is an example of how 
the conception of open space must vary 
from town to town. There is perhaps a 
tendency to think of new towns as being 
a breed apart, sharing all their problems 
and characteristics, but actually they are 
individuals with different needs and differ- 
ent potentialities. 

“In the case of Harlow, the shape of 
the ground influenced the shape of the 
master plan, giving wide green wedges 
running along the valleys which intersect 
the area. These wedges in turn called for 
a new approach to open space use and 
maintenance, and to proposals that they 
should be used for agriculture and 
forestry. The two uses of grazing (or 
grass-drying) and timber production fit in 
extraordinarily well with the needs of the 
wider town landscape. Visually it gives 
you the quiet. green expanse contrasted 
with the sheltering trees which forms the 
ideal setting for the town. The woods 
make a real barrier, where one is needed 
between the buildings and the country. 
The grazing fields give the horizontal 
scale and the trees the vertical scale that 
are needed to hold the town comfortably 
into its surroundings. For the active 
pleasure of the citizens, there is wide pub- 
lic access and the chance of a real coun- 
try walk. Once the woods are established 
they can roam through them as they will. 

“Moreover the landscape is a living 
and active one, and therefore full of in- 
terest. Hyde Park is twice as interesting 
when the sheep are there and everyone 
likes to see a woodman at work as long 
as he is not clear-felling. I think it is 
reasonable to hope that the townsman 
will be drawn closer to the country by see- 
ing it at work on his doorstep, and by 
planning to combine production and 
access that no-man’s land which is found 
on the outskirts of almost all towns is 
eliminated, and a buffer formed which 
will reduce the pressure of population on 
the purely economic agricultural land 
beyond. 

“T think that the more this type of 
landscape can be brought up to and into 
the periphery of the town and made to 
replace sterile parks and green patches, 
the better for the town’s happiness and 
for its finance.” 

Miss BRENDA COLVIN devoted most of 
her remarks to the special circumstances 
prevailing at the Scottish new town at 
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East Kilbride. She said: “ East Kilbride 
lies on high, exposed ground and its 
average annual rainfall is over 40 inches. 
Much of the designated area consists of 
glacial drift, chiefly boulder clay, de- 
posited in a series of hogs’ backs of 
irregular diréction. There is, however, a 
more regular underlying construction 
formed by streams and valleys running 
from the south-west in a north-easterly 
direction. One of these, the Calder Glen, 
is a deep, rocky gorge lying at the east 
side of the designated area. It is well 
timbered and sheltered and will provide 
a natural park, at the same time forming 
the eastern boundary of the built-up 
area. Other valleys further west are 
smaller and more shallow. They have a 
funnelling effect on the prevailing south- 
west wind, increasing its strength. 

“Up to the present the land has been 
used mainly for dairy farming. Farmers 
have planted, in the past, many wind 
breaks on high ground, though few 
realised the need for valley planting. 
Many of the old shelter belts were felled 
for timber during the war, and others are 
in a sad state of decay. 

“Tt is realised that a broader scheme of 
reafforestation and shelter is urgently 
needed. Several alternative proposals 
have been prepared for consideration by 
the Corporation in consultation with the 
Forestry Commission and the Department 
of Agriculture for Scotland. Broadly 
speaking, these proposals aim at creating 
a continuous forest belt round the south 
and west of.the built-up area making use, 
so far as possible, of existing or felled 
plantations, linking these together and 
providing extra depth of defence where 
this can be done without loss of good 
grazing. 

“The shelter belts are needed not only 
for the benefit of the citizens-to-be, but 
also for the sake of other planting in the 
parks, housing estates and open spaces of 
the town. Under existing conditions the 
choice of species for immediate planting 
is narrowly limited by climatic and soil 
conditions combined. Once the force of 
the prevailing wind can be broken more 
favourable conditions will permit a far 
wider range of choice. 

“ Another interesting problem is the 
question of the streams and water courses. 
The Calder, running in its deep glen, pre- 
sents no problem, but the others in 
shallower valleys are liable to change 
course, so some kind of control is needed. 
The master plan intention is that the 
greenways linking all the open space 
system should follow the banks of these 
streams. But seasonal flooding which, 
once the town is built, will be even more 
— than it is now, must be provided 
or. 

“Various proposals were debated, in- 
cluding a series of dams and lakes. I 
never favoured these because if they 
were to be capable of receiving flood 
water the lakes would have to be empty 
under normal conditions. They would 
fill only during those few stormy hours 
when citizens are in no mood to appreci- 
ate the view. Dams were turned down 
for other reasons by the engineers also, 
and now we seem to be heading for a far 
simpler and more economical solution 
which will also, in my view, be far the 
happiest as a landscape feature. This is 
to allow a flood area along the whole 
length of the streams, making flood banks 
30 ft.-40 ft. apart above the level of the 
existing banks. The streams themselves 
will have their more extravagant wind- 
ings smoothed out slightly, but they can 
keep much of their present character, 
meandering gently between the flood 
banks, on which, normally, the footpaths 
will be made.” 
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HEALTH SERVICE 
BUILDING PROJECTS 
Minister Accepts New Procedure 


(THE Minister of Health has accepted 
the recommendation made in the 
first report of the Local Government Man- 
power Committee that a new procedure 
be introduced for dealing with local 
health authorities’ capital building pro- 
jects. 

Informing local health authorities of 
this decision, M.o.H. Circular 55/50 
states:— 

_ In accordance with the committee’s 
recommendation, this procedure will be: 

(1) A local health authority will each 
year submit a programme of capital works 
which they plan to undertake in the en- 
suing financial year. The annual pro- 
gramme will normally be submitted by 
October-November to give the Depart- 
ment time to examine it and to give a 
decision upon it in good time before the 
opening of the financial year. As it may 
not be possible for the final programme 
to be settled until the council have ap- 
proved estimates of income and expendi- 
ture for the year, the programme as first 
sabmitted will be accepted by the Minis- 
ter as provisional until confirmed by the 
council, with or without modification, 
after they have settled their budget for 
the financial year in question. 

(2) After consideration of the pro- 
gramme, the Minister will notify the 
authority which of the schemes in it are 
approved for execution without the sub- 
mission of detailed plans, etc., subject to 
(a) compliance with any requirements 
laid down by the Minister, (b) competi- 
tive tenders being invited, (c) reference 
being made to the Minister again if the 
tender price exceeds the programme esti- 
mate by more than a certain percentage, 
or if it is proposed to accept a tender 
other than the lowest. The Minister may 
reserve any particular scheme or class of 
scheme for special consideration, and for 
the time being at any rate detailed exam- 
ination by the Department of all pro- 
posals for the provision of health centres 
will need to be continued. 


Scope of First Programmes. 

The first programmes will include 
capital building schemes estimated to 
cost more than £1,000, since under the 
national building programme most build- 
ing schemes of this size have to be sub- 
mitted to the Minister so that a starting 
date may be obtained; and in order that 
effect may be given forthwith to the com- 
muttee’s recommendation, the Minister 
requests the local health authority to for- 
ward to him as soon as possible, and in 
any event by July 31 next, particulars of 
any capital building works estimated to 
cost more than £1,000 which they plan to 
put in hand before March 31, 1951. Any 
building proposals which have already 
been submitted and are under the Minis- 
ter’s consideration need not be included. 
If it is not proposed to undertake any 
such works during the period in question, 
the Minister should be so informed. 

The Minister emphasises that for 
economic reasons and because of the 
scarcity of essential building materials, 
enly a strictly limited amount of build- 
ing work can proceed at the present time. 
Any inflation of the programme by 
schemes which it is not really necessary 
to start by March 31. 1951, will inevit- 
ably impede the handling of the pro- 
grammes in the Department, and the 
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Minister therefore asks the authority to 
exercise the greatest care to ensure that 
only work which it is imperative to put 
in hand by that date is. included in the 
programme. 

Though the local health authority are 
not asked at the present time to furnish 
an actual programme for a period beyond 
March 31, 1951, the Minister concurs in 
the view expressed in the committee’s 
report that*there will be advantage in 
his Department knowing at the earliest 
date of schemes which may mature in 
succeeding years, so that his officers may 
have the fullest opportunity of discussing 
any important project informally with 
the authority’s officers at an early stage 
of the scheme’s development. Accord- 
ingly, in forwarding their programme up 
to March 31, 1951, he hopes the autho- 
rity will also supply separately prelim- 
inary information of any schemes—par- 
ticularly those likely to entail substantial 
expenditure—which may already be in 
mind for subsequent programmes. The 
provision of this information would not 
be regarded by the Minister as prejudg- 
ing the authority’s decision upon the indi- 
vidual proposals. 


Action on the Pregrammie. 


As soon as possible after receipt of 
the programme, the Minister will inform 
the council which schemes, if any, are 
reserved for fuller consideration. In 
other cases, approval in principle will be 
given subject, where appropriate, to stated 
conditions. 

In the case of the schemes to which 
approval in principle is given:— 

(1) The local health authority will be 
free to arrange for working drawings 
and other technical information re- 
quired for tendering to be prepared. 

(2) The Minister will issue block loan 
sanctions covering the estimated cost 
of the schemes where the authority 
propose to meet the cost by loan. 

The Minister hopes that normally there 
will be no need for him to require -work- 
ing drawings, etc., to be submitted for 
detailed examination by his technical 
officers. Approval of the scheme, how- 
ever, will not obviate the necessity for 
compliance with the building controls in 
force at the time. Thus, under the con- 
trols now operating, before inviting 
tenders the local health authority will 
need to supply a firm estimate of the steel 
and timber required and to obtain a start- 
ing date for the work. In the prepara- 
tion of plans the utmost possible economy 
must be exercised in the use of those 
materials as, indeed, in building re- 
sources generally. If the estimated cost 
of the works or the requirements by way 
of controlled materials appeared to be 
high, the Minister would, of course, have 
to have the causes examined. 

The Minister proposes later to ask 
local health authorities to submit by the 
end of November next their provisional 
building programme for the year ending 
March 31, 1952. 

Short memoranda on the planning of 
maternity and child welfare centres, day 
nurseries and ambulance stations are 
being prepared, and copies will be sent 
to local health authorities in due course. 
The purpose of the memoranda will be 
to make known to those authorities cer- 
tain standards which the Minister will 
expect to be observed in the planning of 
such buildings, while otherwise leaving 
the authorities proper latitude in plan- 
ning and design. 
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TOWN PLANNING ACT, 
1947 


Chartered Surveyors’ Memorandum 


THE Royal Institution of Chartered 

Surveyors has published a compre- 
hensive Memorandum on the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. It con- 
tains observations on the Act. in practice 
and proposals for amendments to re- 
move the causes of its major defects and 
facilitate the attainment of its principal 
objects. 

The memorandum was approved by 
the council of the R.I.C.S. on May 1 Jast. 
The Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning has since announced that he has 
made a new General Development Order 
which makes amendments which meet 
three minor recommendations in the 
memorandum. 

The memorandum, which is based on 
a six months’ study of the Act by a 
special committee of the Institution, has 
been prepared after taking evidence 
from chartered surveyors throughout 
the country, and it makes available to 
the Government the practical experience 
of an important professional element in 
the planning field. 

The Institute does not consider that 
the Act, even if amended as it suggests, 
is a satisfactory solution to the prob- 
lem of compensation and betterment, but 
it has assumed, in preparing the memo- 
randum, that any government would pre- 
fer at the present stage to improve the 
1947 Act rather than to attempt a radi- 
cally different solution. The memo- 
randum says that a solution which is at 
the same time both sound and equitable 
in principle and simple in administra- 
tion has yet to be found. 


More Simple Control. 

After a careful résumé of the back- 
ground to the Act, including an examina- 
tion of planning policy and method, and 
a consideration of the problem of 
development values in land as propounded 
by the Uthwatt Committee, the Institu- 
tion comments on the objections which 
are frequently voiced against the Act. 
It believes that the planning machine 
should be more streamlined and contro] 
less detaiied—-a thought which is not out 
of step with the Minister’s own declared 
ambition to “quicken and simplify” 
procedure. The Institution suggests, in 
particular, that the subjection of private 
initiative to the public control can be 
achieved without suppressing private 
enterprise. On the whole, however, it 
concludes that the planning provisions 
of the Act are progressive and generally 
satisfactory, although capable of improve- 
ment. Some concern is felt about the 
procedure at public local inquiries into 
proposals for land acquisition and refusal 
of permission to develop. Methods of 
improving these hearings are suggested. 

In discussing the financial provisions 
of the Act, the memorandum describes 
as “an attractive theory” the centralisa- 
tion through the Central Land Board of 
the making of payments for depreciation 
of land values and the collection of 
development charges, and the removal 
from individual local authorities of much 
of the financial burden of effective plan- 
ning. But it suggests that the scheme 
in its present form is not working in prac- 
tice, because the severance of develop- 
ment values leaves the landowner with- 
out any incentive to sell or develop his 
land. 

Deferred Payments. 

As a means of restoring incentive, the 
Institution advances a case for paying 
in full the claims under part VI of the 
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Act, which are at present limited to a 
global sum of £300 million. The memo- 
randum goes on to say, however, that the 
Institution does not favour bulk payment 
of claims in 1953, as the Act provides. 

Instead, it suggests a system of defer- 
red payments which would only be made 
eon certain specified events; either on 
development of the land, or on refusal 
of permission to develop, or if the land 
was compulsorily acquired. 

The memorandum sympathises with 
district valuers who have to assess 
development charges on behalf of the 
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Central Land Board, and suggests that 
their task, and that of developers, would 
be facilitated by a more definite basis of 
valuation and a right of appeal to the 
Lands Tribunal. As a further incentive, 
the Institution advocates that develop- 
ment charges should not be the full 
amount of the increased value due to 
permission to develop (subject to adjus- 
ment where a part VI claim in respect of 
the same land falls to be met in full). 
A corresponding adjustment in the basis 
of compensation when land is compul- 
sorily acquired is also recommended. 





THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1947 
The Town and Country Planning General Development Order and 
Development Charge Applications Regulations, 1950 (Statutory 

Instrument, 1950, No. 728)—2 
By NORMAN P. GREIG, B.A., Barrister-at-Law, F.R.San.I., F.LArb., etc. 


I—The General Development 
Order. Article 3 (and the First 
Schedule) (contd.). 


Class V.—Uses by members of recrea- 
tional organisations. 

Use of land, other than buildings 
and not within the curtilage of a 
dwellinghouse, for purposes of recreation 
or instruction by members of an organ- 
isation with a certificate of exemption 
under §.269 of Public Health Act, 1936, 
ind the placing and erection of tents and 
caravans on the land for that use. 

The “ Standard Conditions ” only apply. 


Class VI.—Agricultural buildings, works, 
and uses. 

Building and engineering operations 
requisite for the use of land for agricul- 
tural purposes (where such land is over 
an acre in extent and is comprised in an 
agricultural unit), but not the placing of 
structures not designed for those pur- 
poses or the provision and alteration of 
dwellings. 

Here, the height of any building or 
works within two miles of the perimeter 
of an aerodrome must not exceed 10 
feet, and no part of any building 
(moveable buildings excepted) or works 
must be within 80 feet of the metalled 
portion of a trunk or classified road. 

The “Standard Conditions” also 
apply. : 

2. (Stands on roadside for milk churns 
—no comment). 

3. (Working of minerals, etc., on agri- 
cultural Jand—no comment). 


Class VII.—Forestry buildings 
works. 

Carrying out on land used for forestry 
purposes of building and other operations 
—but not provision or alteration of dwell- 
ings; and formation, alteration and 
maintenance of private ways on such land. 

Here the same conditions as in Class 
VI (ante) apply. 

Class VIII.—Development for industrial 
purposes. 

(i) The following developments by 
industrial undertakers on land used for 
industrial processes (but not land (1) used 
in contravention of previous planning 
control, or (2) without planning permis- 
ston), and for the purposes of industrial 
processes, or on land used (with the 
above reservations) as a dock, harbour or 
quay for purposes of an industrial under- 
taking: 

(1) (Provision, etc., of private ways, 
private railways, etc.); 
(ii) (Sewers, mains, pipes, cables, 


and 


" Gii) Installing or erecting, as addi- 
tions or replacements, of plant or 


machinery, or structures of same nature, 

not more than 50 ft. high, or the height 

of the plant, machinery, etc., so 
replaced, whichever is the greater; 

(iv) Extension or alteration of build- 
ings, erected before or after July 1, 
1948, as long as height of original build- 
ings is not exceeded. and cubic extent 
of original (by external measurement) 
is not exceeded by more than one 
tenth, nor aggregate floor space by 
more than 5,000 sq. ft. 

If an additional building is erected on 
land within the curtilage of any such 
building, and is used in connection with 
the original building, it is to be regarded 
as an extension of the original building. 
And where two or more original build- 
ings in the same curtilage are used as one 
unit, the cubic content is to be the aggre- 
gate cubic content, and the floor space 
the aggregate of the floor spaces. 

The conditions here, apart from the 
“ Standard Conditions,” are that in regard 
to (iv), above, no building is to be ex- 
tended or altered where a certificate of the 
Board of Trade would be required under 
S. 14(4) of the 1947 Act if an applica- 
tion for planning permission for that 
development were made. 

(2) (Deposit of waste material by indus- 
trial undertakers.) 


Class IX.—Repairs to unadopted streets 
and private ways. 

_ Works required for maintenance or 

improvement of these and carried out 

in land within their boundaries. (No 

conditions attached.) 

Class X.—Repairs to Services. 

Works for inspecting, repairing or re- 
newing sewers, mains, pipes, cables, etc., 
and breaking open of land for these pur- 
poses. No conditions appended. 


Class XI.—War Damaged Buildings, 
Works and Plant. 

The rebuilding, restoration or replacing 
of such as have sustained war damage. 

The “Standard Conditions” apply: also 
the cubic content of the original building, 
works or plant, must not be increased by 
any amount allowed under Class I (see 
previous article) or Class VIII. The 
approval of the local planning authority 
is necessary for any material alteration 
from the external appearance immediately 
before the damage occurred. 


Class XII.—Development under Local or 
Private Acts, or Orders. 
The Act or Order, as the case may be, 
must designate specifically both the nature 
of the development authorised and the 


land on which it may be carried out. 


Permission is required for the erection, 
construction, alteration or extension of 
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any building, including any bridge, 
aqueduct, pier or dam or the formation 
or laying out or alteration of a means of 
access to roads used for vehicular traffic; 
but the local planning authority must not 
refuse permission or impose conditions 
upon the grant of permission unless they 
are satisfied that it is expedient to do so 
on the ground (a) that the design or 
external appearance of such building, 
bridge, etc., would injure the amenity of 
the neighbourhood and is reasonably 
capable of modification to conform with 
such amenity, or (b) in the case of a 
building, bridge, aqueduct, pier or means 
of access, the erection, formation, laying 
out, alteration or construction ought to 
be, and could reasonably be, carried out 
elsewhere on the land. No conditions 
are appended. 


Class XIlI.—Development by Local 
Authorities. 
(1) Erection, construction, mainten- 


ance, improvement or other alterations 
by a local authority of 
(i) any small ancillary buildings, 
works and equipment as are required 
on their land, or land maintained by 
them for purpose of their functions 
other than as statutory undertakers; 
(ii) lamp standards, information 
kiosks, passenger shelters, public shel- 
ters and seats, telephone boxes, fire 
alarms, public drinking fountains, 
horse troughs, refuse bins and baskets, 
barriers for controlling public vehicle 
passengers, etc. “Standard Condition 

1” applies to these cases. 

(2) (Deposit of waste material). 

(3) Any development by a local authi- 
ority on land to whose possession they 
are entitled by a lease or authorisation 
under the War Damage Sites Act, 1949. 
“Standard Condition 1 ” applies. 


Class XIV.—Development by Local High- 
way Authorities cr the London 
County Council. 

Unconditionally any works for main- 
tenance or improvement of existing roads 
carried out on land outside but abutting 
on the boundary of the road. 


Class XV.—(Development by River 
Boards or Drainage Authorities). 
Class XVI.—{Development by Sewerage 

Authorities). 

Class XVII.—Development by 

tional Authorities. 
Erection, with approval of Minister ef 
Education, on educational land of temp- 
orary buildings supplied by the Ministry 
of Works for emergency accommodation; 
and the alteration, also with approval, of 
existing educational buildings for emerg- 
ency accommodation. The “Standard 

Conditions ” apply. 

Class XVIII.—Development (of various 
classes) by Statutory Undertakers. 

These comprise Railway, Dock and 

Pier, etc., Water, Gas, Electricity, Tram- 

way and Road Transport, and Lighthouse 

undertakings. 

Class XIX.—({Development by Mineral 
Undertakings). 3 

Class XX.—({Development by the National 
Coal Board). 

Class XXI.—Development Previously 
Sanctioned by a Government Depart- 
ment. 

Such development by a local authori 
or by statutory undertakers sanctioned 

a Government Department before May I, 

1945, and on which work has been com- 

menced and was proceeding on July 1, 

1948. “Standard Conditions” apply. 

ieee ate of Aerodrome Build- 

igs 


(To be continued). 


Educa- 
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THE BUILDER 


House Construction in Southern Rhodesia 


By Lt.-Col. H. E. CROCKER, C.M.G. 


MPHE housing shortage in Southern Rho- 

desia is just as acute as in England, 
but there are far fewer restrictions and 
impediments to building, and private 
builders are at liberty to erect houses at 
the request of clients. The houses, how- 
ever, must conform to building regula- 
tion requirements in the matters of 
sewerage, water supply and electric light- 
ing services, which, in the towns, are sup- 
plied from the mains. Licences must be 
abtained for materials, but if they are 
available there is no difficulty, and the 
builder is at liberty to get on with the 
job. In country districts private owners 
are permitted to build their houses where 
they like and how they like, without 
trouble from the authorities. 

Certain materials, principally cement, 
are occasionally in short supply, but good- 
quality bricks are readily available from 
modern brick factories, although on the 
farms the farmers usually make their own 
bricks and build their own houses. 

Window frames are of metal, either im- 
ported or made in local factories. This 
industry is going ahead rapidly, but it 
will be some time before the factories are 
able to supply all requirements. Doors, 
roof scantlings and all softwood are im- 
ported, as Southern Rhodesia does not 
grow softwood. 


Cement in Demand. 

Cement works have been opened in the 
colony, but it will be some time before 
they can supply all the cement required. 
The demand for this building material is 
high, and is increasing as more houses, 
factories and public works are projected. 
Cement is now imported from Europe at 
the Port of Beira, in Portuguese East 
Africa, and is transported to Southern 
Rhodesia by a single-line railway which 
is, however, liable to flooding. When 
this happens supplies are held up and the 
building trade suffers in consequence. 
Gne cement firm has opened important 
branches at various centres for the manu- 
facture of pipes of all sizes and patent 
roofing components. Some of these are 
corrugated sheets, while others are in the 
form of sections of tiles which have a 
deep channel along one edge which dis- 
penses with the need for purlins, the sec- 
tions being laid directly on to the rafter, 





Pa: es 


A hotel in Southern Rhodesia with brick walls cemented over and roof 


thus saving timber. The ridge of the roof 
is then covered with an inverted gutter 
of concrete, which effectually renders the 
ridge waterproof. 

Other roofs are of ordinary tiles, 
coloured either red or green, and are 
constructed in traditional manner. 

The walls of houses in Southern Rho- 
desia are constructed either of brick, 
pisé de terre or of concrete slabs made in 
the factories. Brick walls are of the usual 
bonded types, although there are a num- 
ber of buildings with the bricks set on 
edge end-to-end in a doubie-skin wall, 
two courses of stretchers followed by a 
course of headers. The double walls 
have the advantage of keeping the rooms 
cool in the hot weather when, in the low- 
lying parts of the country, temperature 
rises to over 90 degrees in the shade. 

Roofs of all types are often lined with 
asbestos or vermiculite, the latter being 
an excellent insulating material, which is 
found in quantities in local mines. 

In a brick factory at Bulawayo, two 
modern machines are turning out thou- 
sands of bricks of very high quality. As 
the bricks emerge from the machine they 
are wheeled to the kiln, but a modern 
“ tunnel ” kiln was in course of construc- 
tion through which the bricks travel 
slowly past the furnace to emerge ready 
for use. Locally made bricks in the 
country districts are also extensively used 
and prove satisfactory. 


Pisé de Terre Houses. 

There are several pisé de terre houses 
at Umtali, on the eastern borders of 
Southern Rhodesia, where a new centre 
has been opened up for ex-Service men. 
The houses are solidly built and have 
drainage and electric light and a plentiful 
water supply from the mains. They are 
supposed to last for at least ten years, 
but if the earth is well rammed the walls 
should last for longer. These walls are 
constructed by native workers under white 
supervision, and it proves a cheap method 
of building, needing no _ extraneous 
material, the earth being dug on the site. 

There are several houses under con- 
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A completed house, with concrete 
walls and green-tiled roof. 


made and double-skin walls of this kind 
are cheap and easy to construct. A house 
with these walls, consisting of verandah, 
two bedrooms, lounge, bathroom and 
kitchen, and with servants’ quarters at the 
back, costs from £1,200 to £1,500. 

Floors vary according to the specifica- 
tion of the client. They may be of 
wooden boards, nailed on joists set on 
concrete piers, or they may be of wood 
parquet blocks of the native woods— 
which have a beautiful grain—laid on a 
concrete flooring, the usual procedure in 
country houses which have been built by 
local labour. Wood floors, especially the 
block floors, are expensive as compared 
with the concrete type mentioned. 

An unusual type of flooring is made of 
a composition of sawdust and some kind 
of cement. It has a pleasing appearance, 
being a deep yellow colour, and it is easy 
to clean and not likely to chip under heavy 
boots. It is also very easy and cheap to 
lay, and seems ideal for the country. 

All woodwork in Southern Rhodesia 
must be protected against the ravages of 
white ants, which eat out the inside of the 
wood, leaving the outside intact. Walls 
have “ ant-proof ” courses of tar or sheets 
of tin, and all other exposed woodwork 
is thickly coated with tar. 

It is difficult to assess the price of 
houses in Southern Rhodesia, but it may 


struction in which the walls are being be assumed that in the towns a brick house 
made of concrete slabs, about 2 ft. square, 
placed on edge, and joined together as 
they were built. 


These slabs are factory- 


of corrugated iron sheets. 





with two sitting-rooms and three or four 
bedrooms and the usual offices and native 
quarters on the ground floor would cost 
up to £5,000. A larger house of two 
storeys would cost up to £7,000, but most 
of the houses in the Colony are of the 
bungalow type: it is unusual to find a 
house with an upper storey. 

The author stayed in a country house 
built by local labour with bricks made on 
the site. The house consisted of two main 
wings with bedrooms, sitting-rooms and 
bathrooms, and an outside wing for the 
kitchen and servants’ quarters, and cost 
£1,500 to build. Water was pumped by a 
Diesel pump from a spring in the valley 
to a water tower. Only the cement for 
the roofing, timber scantlings, the doors 
and metal window frames were bought. 


Housing Subsidies. 


“A New Policy for Housing Subsi- 
dies,” a broadsheet, recently issued by 
P.E.P., 16, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1, 
traces the development of housing subsi- 
dies, critically examines their present 
form and suggests an improved system 
which would give rent assistance only to 
those families who needed it. The methods 
of basing rent assistance on families’ 
needs used by Sweden, U.S.A., France 
and Australia are briefly described. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Hotels Requisitioned 


ON May 8, in reply to Commander 

Noble, Mr. STOKES, Minister of 
Works, said that at March 31, 11 hotels, 
495 large houses, 172 small houses and 
539 flats were held by Government 
Departments on requisition in the Lon- 
don civil defence region for purposes 
other than family dwellings. Since Sep- 
tember 30, 1949, three hotels, 43 large 
houses, 30 small houses and 48 flats had 
been released; seven of the large houses 
and six of the small houses had been 
transferred to the Ministry of Health for 
dwelling purposes, 

COMMANDER ALAN NOBLE: In view of 
the shortage of accommodation in 
London, especially for the period of the 
Festival of Britain, will the Minister give 
an assurance that these figures are kept 
under constant review? 

Mr. STOKES: The policy of the Gov- 
emment is to derequisition as fast as 
possible, having regard to all the circum- 
stances. 

In a further reply, MR. STOKES said 
that the number of hotels held on 
requisition in the United Kingdom (inclu- 
ding London) by all departments at 
March 31, for use other than as family 
dwellings, was 68. On the same basis, 
1.010 large houses, 420 small houses and 
598 flats were held by departments other 
than the health departments. 


Non-Licensed Work. 

On May 8, Mr. A. E. Davies asked 
the Minister of Works how much non- 
licensed work was performed on indus- 
trial premises and housing in 1949; and 
what checks were exercised to ensure that 
an undue proportion of building labour 
was not diverted from providing new 
housing accommodation. 

Mr. STOKES said that the amount of 
non-licensed work undertaken by the 
building and civil engineering industry 
in 1949 was very roughly estimated to 
have been about £200 million. Separate 
figures were not available for industrial 
premises and houses. In rep to the 
second part of the question, the control 
over building work was operated so as 
to provide as far as possible for the 
requirements of housing, and there had 
it fact been some increase in the last 
year in the number of workers on house 
construction and not a diversion. 


Labour Force in Scotland. 

Mr. McInnes asked the Minister of 
Works on May 8 if he would state the 
size and disposition of the building 
labour force in Scotland as between hous- 
ing and non-housing work as at March 
31, 1948, and 1950, 

Mr. STOKES said that in March, 1948, 
there were approximately 66,000 engaged 
an housing work and 50,000 on non- 
housing work. The corresponding figures 
for March, 1950, were approximately 
56,000 and 61,000 respectively. 


New Premises. 

On May 8, Mr Acsu asked the 
Minister of Works what steps his depart- 
ment took to ensure that new industrial 
premises were used for the purpose for 
which a licence had been granted. 

Mr. STOKES said he had no jurisdiction 
over the use to which a building was put 
once it had been erected. New industrial 
premises were only licensed with the 
support of the appropriate Government 
Bepartment. 
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Building Labour in London. 

MR. STOKES, replying to Mr. Adams, on 
May 4, said it was regretted that no 
details were available of the employment 
of building and civil engineering workers 
in the County of London, but the per- 
centages employed on house building, 
repairs and maintenance, and other build- 
ing work in the London Region were 
estimated to have been as follows:— 


Feb., Feb., 

1948 1950 
House building... ioe a ae 15 
Repair and maintenance of houses 41 41 
Other repair and maintenance ... 27 28 
All other building work ad 11 16 

100 100 


No comparable figures were available 
for 1938. The figures did not include 
London workers engaged on L.C.C. 
housing sites outside the London Region. 
New Towns Housing. 

On May 4 Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
how many houses were proposed in each 
of the new towns. 








Mr. Dalton said the following were 
the figures:— 
Est. No. No. 
approxi- | completed | under con- 
mate No. struction at 
New Town. o occupied, | Mar. 31, 
dwellings | Mar. 31, 1950. 
required. 1950. 
Aycliffe 3,400 64 95 
Basildon 7,100 —_ — 
Bracknell 5,700 —_— —_ 
Corby ... 7,400 — — 
Crawley 12,000 36 139 
Cwmbran 6,300 — — 
Harlow .-| 15,900 52 116 
Hemel Hemp- 
stead... ..| 10,800 2 243 
Peterlee 8,500 — — 
Stevenage saa 15,300 22 16 
Welwyn / Hat- 
field aad 9,500 _ 95 














Housing Components. 

Mr. MANUEL, on May 2, asked what 
housing components were still in short 
supply. 

Mr. T. FRASER said that, on the whole, 
the supply of materials was adequate at 
present, although there was a shortage 
of cast-iron goods, particularly gutters, 
but production was being still further 
increased and if orders were placed in 
good time, housing should not suffer. 


Housing Medals. 

On May 11 Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked 
the Minister of Health whether cost 
limitation was taken into account in the 
assessment of merit of local authority 
housing schemes for the purpose of the 
award of the Ministry of Health Housing 
Medal. 

Mr. BEVAN said he did not think it 
would normally be relevant since the 
schemes entered in each region would 
all have been carried out under similar 
cost limitations. 

Scottish Municipal Housing. 

Mr. T. FRASER, replying to Mr. Emrys 
Hughes, said that the estimated expendi- 
ture on housing subsidies to local authori- 
ties and the Scottish Special Housing 
Association in the year ending on March 
31, 1951, was £10,873,000, or £2 2s. per 
head of population. [May 16.] 


Bonus Incentive Scheme. 

Mr. STOKES, in answer to a question 
by Mr. Watkinson, said he was satisfied 
that the Bonus Incentive Scheme used by 
the Mobile Labour Force had achieved 
savings both in manhours and in the cost 
of work done by the Force. The Force 
was engaged on building Forestry Com- 
mission houses between July, 1947, and 
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January, 1949. The incentive scheme 
was introduced in January, 1948, on an 
experimental basis. Its application to 
Forestry Commission houses varied both 
according to the stage of construction of 
individual houses at January, 1948, and 
with the development of the scheme to 
include a greater number of operations 
as experience was gained. [May 22.] 


Costs of Materials. 

Mr. STOKES, replying to Mr. Porter, 
said that the prices of building materials 
varied according to the quantity, type, 
specification, distance from source of sup- 
ply, etc., but it was estimated that at a 
recent date, the average increases, as be- 
tween 1939 and 1949, in the delivered- 
to-site price of the materials mentioned 
were :—Bricks (all types), 110 per cent.; 
cement (in bags, delivered London), 72 
per cent.; timber (building softwood), 250 
per cent.; rainwater goods, 75 per cent.; 
light castings, 150 per cent.; and general 
ironmongery, 117 per cent. [May 22.] 


Building Construction. 

Mr. STOKES, replying to Mr. Watkin- 
son, said that the total value of building 
and construction work carried out during 
1949 in Great Britain was estimated to 
have been £1,246 million. [May 22.] 


Development Charge. 

On May 23, Mr. ASSHETON asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
what were the highest and lowest sums 
so far assessed for development charge 
on building new dwelling houses. 

Mr. DALTon said the figures were 
£1,650 and nil. 


The New Chamber. 


On May 25, Mr. Morrison announced 
that the new Chamber would be ready 
for occupation on Monday, October 23, 
and that it was proposed to meet there 
for the first time on October 26. 


CENTRAL LAND BOARD 
Assignments of Claims 


THE CENTRAL LAND BoaRD are re- 
quired to accept notice of assignment of 
the right to receive a payment (or part 
of a payment) on a claim made under 
Part VI of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947 (Section 64 (2) of the Act 
and Regulation 7 of the Claims for De- 
preciation of Land Values Regulations, 
S.1.1948 No. 902). They cannot, how- 
ever, where the assignment relates to part 
of a payment, settle questions of appor- 
tionment between parties to an assign- 
ment. Such questions should be settled 
by the parties themselves, since the 
Board’s duty is limited to a valuation of 
the interest owned by the claimant on the 
Appointed Day in the whole of the land 
in respect of which he has made a claim. 

For example, three acres of land, the 
subject of the claim, might be sold as 
three one-acre plots with an assignment 
to each purchaser of the right to that 
part of the payment attributable to his 
plot. The development value will not 
necessarily be evenly distributed between 
each of the three plots, and the Board 
cannot undertake to calculate the propor- 
tion. 

The assignment of part of a payment 
may relate to a speci fraction of the 
payment, or to a specified amount out of 
the payment, or it may relate to an area 
forming part of the whole area included 
in the claim. Whatever form the assign- 
ment takes, the parties will have to agree 
between themselves and advise the Board 
how the payment to be made in respect 
of the claim is to be divided between 
them. 
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HOUSE BUILDING COSTS 


Local Authorities Asked to Keep 
“ Careful Watch ” 


(CIRCULAR 58/50, issued by the 

Ministry of Health to housing 
authorities and county councils, points out 
that the Minister of Health has had under 
further consideration the question of 
house-building costs, particularly in the 
light of the recently published Second 
Report of the Girdwood Committee and 
of the recommendations in the First 
Report of the Local Government Man- 
power Committee. ° 

The circular recalls that in connection 
with the introduction of the revised pro- 
cedure for the submission of housing 
proposals, the Minister pointed out in 
Circular 24/50 that too many local 
authorities had been ready to accept the 
lowest tender from a satisfactory con- 
tractor, leaving it to the Department to 
take the action often necessary to secure 
a reduction in price; and that the revised 
arrangements could operate satisfactorily 
only if all local authorities themselves take 
a direct interest in this question of costs. 

Circular 58/50 continues: While the 
Minister is satisfied that the standards of 
accommodation, amenity and equipment 
recommended in the Housing Manual, 
1949, must not be relaxed, he wishes to 
emphasise the increased responsibility 
resting upon local authorities for 
ensuring that these standards are achieved 
at the lowest possible cost. 

The Girdwood Committee included as 
an Appendix to their Second Report and 
commended to local authorities, a list of 
items which the Ministry have noted in 
the past as possible sources of economies. 
The Minister strongly recommends that 
arrangements should be made to have 
these details checked and certified as a 
matter of routine procedure in the early 
stages of each scheme to ensure that 
unessential items are eliminated and 
unnecessary costs avoided. 

The Minister is particularly anxious that 
local authorities should keep a careful 
watch on the overall costs of new houses, 
and not merely upon the cost per square 
foot of floor area. In particular, they 
should scrupulously avoid any tendency to 
increase the superficial area (with a con- 
sequential reduction in the price per 
square foot) by including additions which 
are not essential for compliance with the 
Housing Manual standards and which are 
of little value in themselves. Special 
attention will be paid to this aspect by the 
Ministry’s officers. 

Further, local authorities will appre- 
ciate that in framing estimates ‘and deter- 
mining the reasonableness of tenders, it is 
not appropriate to apply a rigid test of a 
general price per square foot of accom- 
modation, since the price calculated on 
that basis varies according to the overall 
size of the houses. This consideration is 
of special importance in view of the 
widened scope of housing work conse- 
quent upon the passing of the Housing 
Act, 1949, and of the responsibility of 
local authorities, as explained in Circular 
97/49, to make provision for houses of 
all bedroom types. The aim should be to 
secure the best value for money, and the 
priced bills should be carefully scrutinised 
with a view to checking costs. Local 
authorities now have considerable experi- 
ence of costs in their own and neighbour- 
ing localities, and much can be done to 
secure reasonable prices by careful atten- 
tion to the issue of contract particulars, 
adequate advertisement of invitation to 
tender, and the apportionment of the 
building programme in such units as will 
provide contracts attractive to the avail- 


THE BUILDER 


able firms. If, when all practicable 
measures have been taken to secure low 
prices, the tenders are, in the opinion of 
the local authority, in excess of a fair and 
reasonable price for the work, the 
authority should consider whether the 
scheme should not be deferred for a time. 

The revised procedure under Circular 
24/50 has made it no longer necessary to 
secure prior approval from the Depart- 
ment at various stages in the preparation 
of housing schemes. This fact makes it 
all the more necessary for the authority 
themselves to see that everything pos- 
sible is done to avoid extravagance and to 
secure the fullest possible value for their 
expenditure. If action is effectively 
taken by them at the time when the pro- 
posals are entirely in their hands, the 
approval of the Department at the final 
stage will be facilitated. 

After listing a number of other matters 
dealt with in the Second Report of the 
Girdwood Committee, to which local 
authorities should give special attention 
in order to reduce costs while maintaining 
the standards recommended in _ the 
Housing Manual, the circular concludes: 
The Minister trusts that authorities will 
give the closest consideration to this ques- 
tion in the preparation of all housing 
schemes. The services of the regional 
technical staff of the Ministry will at all 
times be available for advice. 


COSTS AND OUTPUT 
Industry’s Efforts 


IE following are extracts from a 

speech made by Mr. RoserT O. 
Luoyp, O.B.E., President of the 
N.F.B.T.E., at the Half-Yearly General 
Meeting of the Southern Counties Feder- 
ation of Building Trades Employers at 
Windsor, on May 23 last. 

The public can be assured that build- 
ing trades employers are searching for 
every means to increase the output of 
our industry and to reduce the costs of 
our products. As a practical builder, I 
can tell them that conditions in the 
industry to-day are difficult and that our 
efforts towards improvement are often 
frustrated by irregular deliveries of 
materials and the delays due to con- 
trols. 

Judging from some of the comments 
made since its publication a week or 
two back, there is some danger of the 
fact being overlooked that the Report of 
the Working Party into building did not 
recommend nationalisation of the indus- 
try and did not recommend that a de- 
velopment council should be set up. In 
fact the Report did categorically state that 
the existing layout of employing firms, 
with their wide variety of sizes, able to 
tackle jobs of all types, was the best suited 
for the country’s building needs. 

This Working Party Report calls for 
action by the Government. The Govern- 
ment must see to it that any controls 
that may be still necessary are stream- 
lined and not designed, as at present, to 
slow up building operations and increase 
costs. Building trades employers must 
ensure that the Government not only 
moves in this direction but moves 
quickly. At the same time it is essential 
that we not only have fewer controls 
but also more materials. We have told 
the Minister of Works quite plainly that 
our efforts to increase productivity and 
reduce costs will be greatly hampered if 
we cannot get more timber, more cement 
and more bricks. This is not only the 
employers’ point of view, as the Presi- 


dent of the National Federation of C 


Building Trades Operatives has made 
this point strongly, We shall also do 
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all in our power to convince the Gov- 
ernment that the recommendation of the 
Working Party for a more stable build- 
ing programme should be carried into 
effect. This would not only enable 
builders to plan their future work but 
would also encourage the manufacturers 
of building materials to go ahead with 
plans for new production capacity. 

As far as the organised building 
trades employers are concerned, the 
National Federation is taking quick steps 
to see how it can implement the recom- 
mendations of the Working Party Report. 
A conference of our members has already 
been held to consider how we can 
improve educational and training facili- 
ties in the industry. 

Perhaps the most important recom- 
mendation of the Report was its insis- 
tence on the importance of payments- 
by-results schemes in the industry. 

As President of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, } 
appeal to every building trades employer 
to put a payments-by-results scheme into 
operation. The succession of reports— 
all instructive and prepared by experts—- 
which the building industry has received 
in the last few weeks regard these schemes 
as one of the principal signposts which 
point the way to that higher productivity 
and those lowered costs which the 
country demands of our industry. The 
challenge to the industry is very real. 
Building trades employers must give the 
lead to-day as they have done in the past. 


BUILDING PRODUCTIVITY 


Series of Public Meetings 


A SERIES of public meetings has 

been arranged in connection with 
the Report of the Building Industry's 
Team which visited America last summer 
under the auspices of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Productivity Council and the Econo- 
mic Co-operation Administration. 

Following is a list of the meetings: 

Friday, June 9—London (Kingsway Hall)— 
7 p.m.; Tuesday, June 13—Cambridge (Lion 
Hotel)—5.30 p.m. (film show); Tuesday, June 
15—Newcastle (Literary and Philosophical 
Society’s Hall, Westgate-road)—7 p.m. (film 
show); Thursday, June 22—Cardiff (National 
Museum)—7 p.m. (film show); Monday, June 
26—Giasgow (Institute ef Engineer, and Ship- 
builders’ Hall, 39, Elmbank-crescent)—7.30 p.m. 
(film show); Tuesday, June 27—Edinburgh 
(Pollock Memorial Hall, 18, Bristo-street)— 
7.30 p.m. (film show). 

Tuesday. June 27—Sheffield (Memoria) Hall)— 
7 p.m.; Wednesday, June 28—Dundee (School 
of Economics, Bell-street)—7.3 p.m. Im 
show); Thursday, June 29—Aberdeen {Robert 
Gordon’s College)—7.0_ p.m. 
Thursday, June 29—Birmingham (Birmingz- 
ham and Midland Institute)—7 p.m. I 
show); Friday, June 30—Bristol (Queen’s Hall, 
28. Berkeley-square, Clifton)—7.30 p.m.; Men- 
day, July 3—Liverpool (Crane Hall)—7 p.m 
(film show); Wednesday, July 12—Manchester 
(Houldsworth Hall, Deansgate)—2 p.m. (film 
show). 

The National Federation of. Building 
Trades Employers report that interest is 
growing in the public meeting on build 
ing productivity to be held at the Kizgs 
way Hall, W.C.2, on Friday, June 9. 
The Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
R. R. Stokes, P.C., M.P., will be in the 
chair, and the head of the E.C.A. mis- 
sion to the U.K., Mr. W. John Kenney, is 
to speak. eer 

The team supporters will include Mr. 
Robert O. Lloyd, O.B.E, President of the 
N.F.B.T.E.; Mr. Robert Matthew, Chief 
Architect to the L.C.C., and Mr. F. W. 
Beazley, who represented the N.F.B.T.O. 
in the team which visited the U.S.A. last 
year. A discussion and questions period 
will be initiated by Mr. Richand Coppock, 
-B.E.. general secretary of the 
N.F.B.T.O. The doors will open at 6.30 
p.m. 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSING 
POLICY 


Needs of Owner-Occupiers 


LIR CHARLES DAVIES, J.P., chair- 
man of the Building Societies’ 
Association, presiding at the annual 
conference at Harrogate, on May 17, said 
that although the Government main- 
tained its policy of severely restricting the 
building of houses for sale, the recent 
announcement indicated a slight improve- 
ment on the previous position which was, 
in fact, quite untenable in the face of the 
growing volume of public opinion, which 
demanded more consideration of the 
needs of the would-be owner-occupier. 


“We do not, of course, suggest for one 
moment that every householder should be 
a home owner,” said Sir Charles. “On 
the contrary, we feel that the right course 
is that those who buy their own home 
should do so by deliberate choice and not 
of necessity. There is clearly a need for 
the erection of large numbers of houses 
to rent and building societies could help 
in this field also if the Government cared 
to make use ‘of their facilities and their 
organisation. What, however, seems to 
me to be wrong in the present policy is 
the proportion of houses to rent in com- 
parison with homes to buy. We all know, 
from the applications before us, the 
strength and volume of the desire to buy 
a house of one’s own, and we cannot 
accept as correct that the need is four 
times as great for houses to let as for 
houses to buy. 


“The urgent need for hovsing accom- 
modation and the provision of homes is 
so great, and the disgraceful conditions 
and consequent distressing evils resulting 
from the lack of housing are so well 
known and experienced by so many that 
any comment from me is unnecessary. It 
is, however, a sad reflection that those 
who have both the knowledge and ex- 
perience to be of help are so consistently 
ignored. Whilst the need grows more 
acute and the evils more far-reaching 
those responsible for the housing policy 
of the Government become more inept 
and their efforts more futile.” 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Decontrolled Tools. 


The Ministry of Supply announces that 
on May 16 last, woodworking machine 
tools were released from price control 
except those machines ordered before this 
date. Copies of the Control of Machine 
Tools (No. 17) (Termination) Order, 1950, 
which gives effect to these changes, may 
be — from H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 1d. 


Order Ending Steel Distribution. 


When the Minister of Supply 
announced the release of general stee) 
from distribution control on May 22, he 
stated that the relevant order would 
shortly be made. The order—the Con- 
trol of Iron and Steel (No. 79) Order, 
S.1. 1950 No. 829—has now been made, 
and came into operation on May 27 
last, when all steel, other than sheet, 
tinplate, terneplate and blackplate, could 
be acquired without licence or authorisa- 
tion. Steel sheets, tinplate, terneplate 
and blackplate remain pon to distribu- 
tion control, and licences will still be 
necessary for acquisition for use in this 
country and for export. Pig iron and 
scrap also remain subject to licence con- 
trol. Copies of the order are available 
trom H.M. Stationery Office. 
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BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTION 


Residential Home 


THE BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITU- 
TION, founded in 1847, has, since that 
time, provided pensions and temporary 
relief to master builders, their widows, 
and sons and daughters, subject to certain 
conditions and qualifications. 

Under present legislation it has been 
found that in many cases a pension is 
not so much required, but that there is 
often great difficulty in living conditions, 
with poor accommodation, lack of cook- 
ing facilities, and domestic assistance. 

With this in mind, the Institution 
decided to purchase a suitable house and 
equip it as a residential home for a 
limited number of qualified occupants, 
where they could be housed and fed 
under the best conditions. As a result 
of this, The Orangery, St. Margarets- 
drive, St. Margarets, near Twickenham, 
was purchased early this year, and has 
been fitted up and furnished to provide 
accommodation for some ten inmates. 
The house is situated about three minutes 
walk from the river embankment, and 
is convenient to a station and omnibus. 
The secretary of the Institution lives on 
the premises, and has the assistance of a 
cook-housekeeper and suitable staff. 

The Home has been in operation since 
the beginning of the month, and has at 
the moment three beneficiaries. The 
conditions and qualifications necessary to 
become beneficiaries under this scheme 
are as follows :— 

No person is considered eligible with 
an income exceeding £150 per annum. 

The master builder must be not less 
than 55 years of age, and have been 
established in a fair way of business for 
at least ten consecutive years, within 20 
miles of Charing Cross, 

A widow must be not less than 55 
years of age, and a necessitous son or 
daughter, except in special cases, not less 
than 65 years of age. 

The Institution wish it to be known 
that there are vacancies and that applica- 
tion for admission should be made to the 
secretary 47 Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
Also that any application from an other- 
wise qualified person, who is not in 
financial want, but is in need of a home 
and comfort, on payment of a very 
reasonable sum weekly, would be enter- 
tained by the management committee. 


MACHINES FOR THE MODERN 
BUILDER 
M.o.W. Plant Demonstration 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS, in associa- 
tion with the Midland Regional Building 
and Civil Engineering Joint Committee, 
are to hold a demonstration of mechani- 
cal aids to building on Warwick race- 
course from June 26 to July 1. 

The demonstration—“ Machines for the 
Modern Builder *—will occupy an area 
of 150,000 square feet in the centre of the 
course, and there will be marquees, for 
the showing of operational films, for an 
information centre, etc. Some of the 
latest mechanical aids now available for 
building work and for housing in particu- 
lar, may be seen. More than 60 firms 
will be represented. 

The Ministry of Works exhibit, 
“ Modern Site Organisation ” will also be 
dn view to demonstrate how site recording 
systems, aided by modern mechanical 
equipment and linked with incentive 
schemes, can increase production and 
reduce building costs. 
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CODE OF PRACTICE 
Backgrourgud for Roof Coverings 


HE Council for Codes of Practice 
for Buildings has now issued for 
comment Code 141, “Backgrounds for 
Roof Coverings,” prepared by a com- 
mittee convened by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. The main Code gives 
general_information on backgrounds for 
roof coverings, and two _ sub-codes 
included deal specifically with boarding 
and wood-wool slab. Information on 
battens and counter-battens is included 
in Code 142, “Slating and Tiling,” to 
be published later. 


The main Code specifies requirements 
which should be fulfilled, and defects 
which should be guarded against, in con- 
nection with design, and deals with such 
matters as durability, fire resistance and 
combustibility, thermal insulation, con- 
densation, choice of type of construc- 
tion and materials, and roof design. 
Suggestions are made regarding work on 
site and sequence of operations. 


Sub-code, 141.101 dealing with boarding 
as a background, contains recommenda- 
tions concerning accessories and materials 
such as nails, preservatives and fire 
retardants, and also considers the ques- 
tion of thermal insulation, strength and 
stability, moisture content, direction of 
boarding, suitability, and treatment with 
preservatives. The section dealing with 
work on site includes general notes on 
fixing, and on the treatment of the board- 
ing in relation to the surface finish to 
be used; the sub-code concludes by draw- 
ing attention to possible faults that 
should be looked for when finally 
inspecting the roof boarding. 


Sub-code 141.201 deals with wood- 
wool slabs as a background. Information 
is given on the qualities, sizes, thicknesses 
and weights of wood-wool slabs, on the 
accessories necessary for fixing and en 
the mortar to be used for subsequent 
screeding. Considerations to be borne 
in mind when designing, such as dura- 
bility, combustibility, thermal and sound 
insulation, strength and stability, methods 
of laying, surface treatment, and the pro- 
vision of walkways and roof notices, are 
detailed in the design section. Recom- 
mendations are made on the handling 
and storage of wood-wool slabs and on 
cutting, preparation and fixing. 


Both sub-codes give tables in respect of 
the spacing of supports for boards and 
slabs respectively, and methods of fix- 
ing are illustrated. The Code is in draft 
form and is subject, before final publica- 
tion, to amendment in the light of 
comments, which should be submitted by 
June 5 next. Copies may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 
24/28, Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, 
price 3s., reference CP(B)932. 


D.S.LR. Changes Address. 

On June 1, the headquarters of 
the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research left Dorland House and 
Rex House, Regent-street, London, S.W.1, 
and moved into Charles House, 5-11, 
Regent-street, S.W.1. The telephone 
number remains Whitehall 9788. For 
the time being, headquarters of the 
Hydraulics Research Organisation (Sir 
Claude Inglis) and the Mechanical 
Engineering Research Organisation (Dr. 
G. A. Hankins) will remain in Rex 
House. The new telephone number of 
these organisations will be Whitehall 
1952. 
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COATED MACADAM 
INDUSTRIES 


Federation’s Annual Luncheon 


AN assurance that his Ministry would 
be ready to put into effect at any 
time an extensive programme of road 
construction and maintenance was given 
by Mr. ALFRED BarNES, M.P., Minister 
of Transport, when he spoke at the 
annual luncheon of the Federation of 
Coated Macadam Industries held at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London, on May 25. 

He added, however, that he was not 

able at present to give any definite 
indication of when such a programme 
could be set in operation. “On the 
question of future development and ex- 
pansion,” he declared, “I cannot fore- 
shadow any change in the present situa- 
tion.” 
Minister went on to express 
the belief that when the economic 
position did alter, circumstances, so far 
as road construction was concerned, 
could change very rapidly. The supply 
of materials would be increased con- 
siderabiy and the Ministry of Transport 
would step up its activities very quickly 
and substantially. He was confident that 
the existing state of affairs could not 
remain permanently, and appreciated the 
desire in the road making industry to 
increase production. 

Although recent years had been a 
period of stringency they had not 
altogether been wasted, for the highways 
divisions of his Ministry had had to make 
up the enormous arrears in their work 
created by the war. 

Referring to mechanical aids in road 
construction, the Minister criticised com- 
parisons which he said had been made 
between Britain and the U.S.A. He was 
not impressed greatly by the fact that the 
Americans, by employing their mobile 
plant, could construct roads four or five 
times more quickly than we in Britain, 
because the vast distances to be covered 
in America bore no relation to the dis- 
tances to be covered in these small 
islands, 

Responding to Mr. Barnes, who had 
proposed the toast of ‘“ The Federation,” 
Mr. Cecil MARTIN, chairman of the 
F.C.M.I., voiced the Federation’s appre- 
ciation of the co-operation received from 
highway engineers and _ representatives 
of Government Departments, and went 
on to declare the Federation’s intentions 
to maintain and improve the quality of 
coated macadam and to increase its uses 
in every possible way. 

In spite of the fact that the Govern- 
ment would allow only 62 per cent. of 
the pre-war road maintenance to be car- 
ried out during the present year, Mr. 
Martin said that the 1949 figure of 
5,028,066 tons of coated macadam manu- 
factured compared favourably with the 
1945 figure of 3,254,000 tons. 

The same speaker also raised the 
question of the increase in the price of 
petrol and the 33 1/3 per cent. tax in- 
crease on new transport vehicles. He 
described these increases as a crushing 
burden. They had come at a time when 
members of the Federation should have 
been able to reduce prices to their custo- 
mers; instead prices would now have to 
be increased. He appealed to Mr. 
i to “get these terrible taxes taken 
off.” 

BriGaDIER A. C. HuGuHeEs, C.B.E., 
County Surveyor of Hampshire, in reply- 
ing to the toast of “Our Guests ” which 
was proposed by Mr. A. J. Lyppon, 
C.B.E., director of the Federation, said 
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Mr. Barnes’s was a typical ministerial 
speech—it hinted at so much and pro- 
mised so little. 

Deploring the inadequate amount of 
roadwork carried out, Brigadier Hughes 
said: “‘We feel at the moment that we 
are not contributing as much as we might 
contribute to provide the country with 
good communications.” 


WORKING PARTY AND 
PRODUCTIVITY REPORTS 


Meeting of National Consultative 
Council 


THE NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE COUN- 
ci. of the Building and Civil Engineer- 
ing Industries, with the participation of 
representatives of the Federation of Asso- 
ciations of Specialists and Sub-Contrac- 
tors, met on May 25 under the chair- 
manship of the Minister of Works to re- 
sume consideration of the Reports of the 
Building Working Party and of the Pro- 
ductivity Team. 

The Council took note of a number of 
Government measures giving effect to 
recommendations in the reports involv- 
ing Government action, in particular of 
the modifications of the planning controls 
resulting from the New General Develop- 
ment Order, the removal of structural 
steel from the allocation control, and the 
concentration of responsibility for build- 
ing research in the Building Research 
Station. 

The Council proceeded to discuss the 
best means of giving effect to the recom- 
mendations in the reports which are pri- 
marily the concern of the industry and 
professions, and this discussion will be 
continued at a further meeting. 


The late Alfred J. Searle. 

We regret to announce the death of 
Mr. Alfred James Searle, a director of 
Messrs. Hall and Co., Ltd., coal and 
builders’ merchants, of Victoria Wharf, 
Croydon. Mr. Searle joined the firm in 
1915 as junior clerk. 
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GOVERNMENT’S ROAD 
POLICY 
Effect on Export Trade 


AN attack on the Government’s high- 

way policy which, he said, was 
having an adverse effect on Britain’s 
ability to meet competition in overseas 
markets was made on May 19 by Mr. 
P. A. VALTON, past President of the 
Limestone Federation. 

Addressing the Federation’s annual 
general meeting at Eastbourne, he said: 
“The highway policy of the country is 
laid down by the central government to 
which, naturally, the local government 
authorities conform. There can only be 
an alteration in the situation if the 
country’s financial position undergoes a 
startling improvement, or if the central 
government realise as the governments of 
most of the countries with whom we com- 
pete have already done, the importance 
of roads in the transport system of the 
country. 

“Transport costs on both raw materials 
and the finished article have an important 
bearing upon this country’s ability to 
meet competition in our overseas markets, 
and it is no exaggeration to say that our 
failure to provide the right type of roads 
and high standard of maintenance is 
costing this country considerable sums of 
money annually which it could save by a 
wise road policy. 

“Great Britain has the most crowded 
highways of any country in the world with 
its average of 19 vehicles to every mile of 
road. The Government has plans for a 
thousand miles of motorways here under 
the Special Roads Act of 1948, but there 
is no sign of their implementing these 
plans. France, Holland, Germany, 
Belgium and Italy have motorways built 
on the principles tested and approved 
over a long period of years, and their 
“autobahn” type of roads are cutting 
down transport costs and helping our 
continental trade competitors to under- 
sell us in international markets. 

“Investment in good roads is invest- 
ment bringing a sound return and provid- 
ing an asset the lack of which at a time 
of crisis might be decisive.” 

Mr. MICHAEL C. MILES-SHaRP, the new 
President of the Federation, referring to 
the Government’s recent decision to im- 
port clinker and cement, said he wondered 
if the authorities had fully exhausted the 
possibilities of lime for mortar making in 
substitution for or in conjunction with 
cement. Lime had stood the test for cen- 
turies in mortar making and he felt that 
much greater use could be made of it, 
thereby effecting savings mm our reserves 
of foreign currency. 


N.F.B.T.E. 
Half-Yearly Meeting. 


THE summer meeting of the Nationa! 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
takes place at Southport, from July 4 to 6. 
On Wednesday, July 5, the Half-Yearly 
General Meeting begins at Southport 
after a civic welcome to members and 
their ladies from the Mayor of South- 
port. On July 6, conference delegates 
and their ladies will leave Southport for 
Liverpool, where there is to be a lun- 
cheon arranged at the St. George’s Hall. 
At 3 p.m., the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Liverpool will hold a civic 
reception and provide tea. On the return 
to Southport there will be a dinner and 
dance at the Palace Hotel, Birkdale, 
Southport. 

_ A full programme of social and sport- 
ing events has been arranged. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ s5.6050 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
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Aylesbury ............+- ‘a2 | Chapel-en-le-Frith 1.1... Ai | Grimsby (Yorks.) ........ A PS fd toca deca cxe: A | Stowmarket ............ A3 
Aylesby (Yorks) .......... A | Charmy Down .......... A | Grimsby R.D. (Lincs.)....A3 | Middlesbrough .......... A | Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 
Aylesham A3 | Chatham & District ...... At | Guildford District AZ | Middleton ............:. Sunderland District ..... 
glia iat ps Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. 22... A on eas anes Lea 3 Senaieadole ee Mm 
eovcccccccccccecs Chelmsford ..............A SE weestcccies oy Milford Haven .. Sutt tte ew scenes 
ee UD, ...cc.c0e- re Cheltenham LR RO a 2 rere A Lr a aang «= M.B. “onal 
Banbury .......-......+ Chepstow .............. WAU iS stare acre xtwacad PG) Oo Sr ere Seen es 5 
canted PORTS eye —_ an wana a. , PRS ee! A2 
é 18> See Chertsey ....... Halstead ......... ....A2 | Mundesley ...... Sw: 
Dario UD... A bee eee - ee ose e oes twee naa A 
. ose UME S Sree sox decs kwon Haresfield .............. Al |} i jo 
aaa A | Chesterfield M807 0000000 ae A ee oo ee 
icenatentiion a Chesterfield R.D. ........ Saeerane OM eee eee eee eee A | Newark-oa-Trent R.D, ..Al | Tamworth M.B, ........../ 
> Chester-le-Street U.D. DE, 8 bows wissidecma A Newbur 7 >nte 
— Thrussington A2) .. Chichester Hartlepool A Newcasile-o1 Eins. so. "a ae “ SSpiiees ae ae 
‘plein nt * i cence eecsccees / FERER Sa G9 9/5818 Newcas m-Tyne ...... EORREIES  ccwnvccencsad 
Basford R.D. (exc. Wiliough- be eag ore (inc. Chippen- — ines methane aa Al | Newcastle-under-Lyme ....A | Thames Haven 
by-on-the-Wolds A2). a am Within and Harden- H --A2 | New Forest District ...... A2 | Thetford 
Bas k +s eS RR a A2 astings ....... .-A2 | Newmarket ......... A2 horp \pesaneeionre:: 
asingstoke ........ A2 Chats Hatfield (Herts. je 4 oe dee oe) aa a eee ee 
wae rn Norley «2... esse eee eee ERD IS.) eee reereee i Newport, Mon. .......... A Thurrock U.D.C. Area ....A 
Batley « CIR aca csrcieeccenn wes Haywards Heath ........ A2 | Newport Pagnell A2 North of, to Bill 
ed PPS CI ee “a Cleethorpes .............- Hemel Hempstead rere A | Newton Abbot ........ AL Tilbur: gaining: ericay Al 
vances SAP Ng ee a Clevedon Pate toto row ier a Thames ...... < ——— > ae Tadeseien jugacuddwawetes A 
ite a Macks a esictercieraleterate's : ittseeeseeees 2 | Northar Ce i 
Beamish ......20000000 A | Glitheroe 2920000000000 Herefordshire, Cry. of../A2 | North Shields cre..000...A | Torquay” 
Beart nccteeccccceccccee Coalville U.D. EE a dis wen-wacsia'e bees A2 Norton Radst : k anieereiaae c x 
cea ig See Re eee — Cobham (Surrey) ’ ~ SS eee A | Norwich = ate Cae “a Trowbridge Aen 
im Colchester ....... ef Hexham U.D............. A | Nottingham C.B. ........ A | Tunbridge Wells ie; 
a A Pe CMe ras aco: ccinciate sc BRM os cue rcs wesee ae A | Nuneaton M.B reco nn ~ la “ 
Bedford | eas Fee ee A eas High ein Al a cm | Roe ee A | Tynemouth C.B. .......... A 
= ng Mo aaraceates -aleateries r Congleton .............. LU eee A2 Oldh ON WES si ceccere A2 | Uppingham (Salop) ....Al 
rad ‘ Siapictord U, aciee POS = ii eI eta Lag oso vacate acs A — Sivaeweweuwewand ’ Uttoxeter: U.D.. 0k cok rs! > 
MIN aie so Saaecin eee Hitchin ..............-- A Pe oS re ee Nene lakefi 
ove MI éiauevdsvues A Cornwall, County of ....¢A2 TL. wucccesccact A Ormskirk .. .........2+.0- A bors SORE O™ 7 
- oe PP rr ree A | Coventry C.B. .......... Pe oO eae ee A2 Ossett and Horbury ...... A) Soe ne A 
ee oo Bae A een cee ea A2 | Oxford ........-...eee ee, AD weet Se A 
Berwick Di aos oie o8.Sie.cie'e4 Al | Cranleigh ......0-000¢; PO ee eee A Oxted Soa Sana es te a Al | walton-on-Naze ........ 7 
retard RMN <5 84 A sl Cowley Gunes) ........ ‘a2 Huddersfield Chie Coes 7 Paignton Pune dod eae Mee Saat N 
r wo ttteete reese eo I Sento uc apnea A eterborough ............ A ‘SEAR Pee aga ae ea aaa > 
Bexhill-on-Sea .......... A2 | Cromer ....... | Hunstanton ............ A2 = Soke .... Al ae DLE koe or 
Biegleswad > ‘ Warrington A 
a ee cae s banere A2 | Crowborough Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A | PRONG... ccccceneene A3 | Warwick M.B. ........../ 
hea ete Al | Cuckfield ...........00. EN aa OO Rn I A | Wellington _R.D 
fs sialnts dante le.eiarewia siataie . Ingatestone..............Al OO 4 3 
Billingham U.D, ........A Dalton-in-Furness ........ a) a Pontypridd District ...... A hora S aeneune 
Pp Sedeeuisies i A - Welwy 
Bilsthorpe ........ ae Darlington District ...... A Portishead neha ee Sasa oaaas 
Birchington Warwen Isle of Sheppey .......... 2 ortishea ot eeescccecces A | Welwyn Gar. City ....... A 
or a ae = | cee Yale Of Tikanet .......... A2 | Portland Stoneyards ...... A | West Bromwich C.B. ” 
crest ll hart +A Denbigh Town ee ae a 8 re ee A2 | Portsmouth .............. A | Westbury ..............A2 
nay mw ol coon | Se See nace a a ME bisddecteacees A | Westciiff-on-Sea .......... A 
Bishop’s Stortford ...... Ml RRS vce eda decc cosas MM Ses wera scaces uk A he ag iS abet MGC 2 Westerham... ....-.... Al 
Hag oo osccc Coats A | Devon, County. of Kendal er ree er vabanen Seeks oes Weston-super-Mare vee nae 
Blackburn ............4. A | Dewsbury Kenilworth U.D. A : WEEE «= <2 2002-0000: = 
Riven. se ae. RCERHEGE access nea Kettering M.B. A | Radnorshire, Cimaes Of GAZ | WERE © cde cccccccns A2 
Blackwell R.D. .......... VB ogee Ramet Kayathan enon eeee es: WE. lille aes eect bs eg i --Al 
Warden. De oissc cee ss A | Doncaster C.B. .......... A | Kidderminster M.B. ...... A See Face ern eeeess itstable and District ..A2 
Rt Lo ee Worle... os ccoscoss, Al King’s eee Ad | ReaGig 2.60. ccceces one Wickford ; ae 
Rinted toss. “""a | Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell .......... Ai | Redcar B..........-.. Wien 
Bognor Regis ing Poole and Wimborne — weedy sak Al oy “4 “s seteeerece ae edeccesedeonens 
Boldon U.D. Al A2 AME 5 ohana ston caves A ill and Reigate ILOM once eercrceces 
pk A Knaresborough U.D. ....A paw AS gape es tarene: ba 
CU oS Bias aaa ae A | Dovercourt Knowle ............+.-- Al OIE w< w's eres cie reece mee 
Bourie-End. ....5.06.s0 Al | Driffield U.D Ra a 5 cee ous avecess A | Rochester .......-.+.+.- Wilts. County of ........ $A2Z 
Bournemouth District ....Al | Droitwich M.B........... Al | Leamington M.B. ........ A | Rotherham .........-.+-- Winchester .........-. AZ 
BraChTON Sc cccesveccnss A? |: Dodley MOR... ac <000s A | Leatherhead ............ A | Rugby MLB, .........-.--- A | Windom .....-------! 7 
EE ob cceeratcces Se eee rater: =e A | Saffron Walden .......... A2 | Windsor and Eton ......A! 
Bradford-on-Avon ...... ro eee eee rrerre A spo wml i HO Roe Bree BMS soc ceccwnucuens A — ereccecceses . re 
RE bc eccececesens A2 Leighton Buzzard ........ ss a Seer ee A . ee sseeceeees oes 
Breconshire, County of ..tA2 aon Raoee Vv * ed = CREE ike iewcccns Al ah ee A2 Woking (District) ......../ Al 
Brent Knoll Bast Grinstead District a Lewes Meee A2 | Salisbury City .......... A2 wees ceeeee - 
Brentw : ty Lichfiel ere Al Salisbury Plain .......... A2 - nial Slag = 
Bridlington i ee tei” : = Oe eae A | Sawbridgeworth ........ A | Woodbridge ...... --A3 
Bee ois <5 seb 0c ce 5 os Edenbridge .......... Az | Littlehampton .......... A2 | Saxmundham .......... A3 | Worcemer C.B. ..........A 
Brighouse El J ae ere ah ‘a3 | Liverpool Scarborough ...........- A | Workington. ...........- A 
Brighton Z vy paasenenetrrentnnn ss a Tindidae .... Scunthorpe ........00000- A | Worksop M.B. .......... A 
TET 7 Sa See Rare ae hala aia Ay | Llanelly ..... ARSE BOR A | Worthing (.~.- 2-22-22 Az 
Broadstairs seecethe tt eee ee ones EE ee Sevenoaks Ai | Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ....4 
Bromsgrove 7) > Seer BW) Ra 6 oc ceesciss's.« A3 | Long Eaton Sheerness ; Wroughton .......----. Az 
I a odin fictnivinie bieco-cieie A AMMO <c. siewnewnsccee A2 | Loughborough M.B. ......A | Sheffield ; ylam .-..-seeeseeeeee- A 
Breamon (Cheshire) ....A | Fareham .............. rage “Ofer BED TI econ oclsdone cesses Wymondham ........ A3 
BEMEE  cccetecawaannens At Faveretam 26.6 5ccccs es fy Gh ey Perr re Al Sieetearyness: . .. ie cscces Bel WOU dwastqnsssneswseand A 

















* For Birkenhead, Liverpool, and London the ratesare :— Craftsmen, 3s.0d.: Labourers, 2s. 6d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 


Craftsmen, 2s. 114d.; Labourers, 2s. 54d 
+ Plus 2d. per working day. 
+ This is the County rate at applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note .—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. O}d. per ‘our. Women introduced .o 


carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 84d. per hour. 
For Building-Trade Wages in Scotland see page 760. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS‘ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


for smaller quantities 
BRICKS, Etc. 
2 2¢ 
First Hard Stocks ... ... «swe sd 5S 
Second Hard Stocks “a 815 0 
Mild Stocks ... 710 0 


All toaded free i into lorry at ‘the works. “The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. 
At Maiden To Sites in West 


2§-in. Nominal Lane Stn., Central District 
orpres Bricks. per “a per — 
s. d. s. d. 
Commons 78 0 90 0 
Cellular (No del. at present Lon Stns.) -90 0 
Key 0 92 2 


ed 
Cellular Keyed (No del. at present Lon. Stns. es 
Rustics ... 0 110 0 
Cellular Rustics(No del. at — a Stns. ) : _ 0 


Single Bullnose . can 0 
Sandfaced pa 108 0 120 0 
Cortex Facing Brick... 93 0 105 0 

* At King’s Cross Stn. t ex King’s or ~. 
™~ blue Pressed Staffs. (London mh) - 19 10 0 

Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 20 3 O 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) 17 18 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 812 6 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) . 616 0 
Best Stourbridge oy ?e% (London Stns.): ne a 


H im; 

24 in. so av ae 3 3 in. 2-23 
Giazep Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 
below are now subject to a percentage addition of 324 
per cent. for Best, and 274 per cent. for Second quality. 

Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0 

and Salt Glazed D'ble Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside&twoends 5410 0 
Headers 39 10 0 Twosides & oneend 56 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
& 44 in. FlatssO 0 0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff,..£2 Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 

Haulage to site 20s. 1,000 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 


i] 









Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed s d. 

2” per yd. Sup. 125 ydS. ....eccsecrereccerseosscees 3; 3 
y) res 0 3 6 
Kd Bc, .  ebcecsursances 42 
ab G cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. . 3 3 
ee 9 

Half blocks add 2s. per yard. super to above prices. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2” peryd.sup. ... 2 a per yd. sup. 3 9 
24° ” ” 3.3 ” ” 49 
CRANHAM TERRA a, 
Size 12 x 8§ x 2” keyed per yd. super 3a 
Size 12 x 8 x 2\° ooo 3 6 
BS IZESEKS”. oo 00 00 20 4 2 
Size 12x 83 x4)" ,, 5 3 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 
, HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two Sives. 

4 > = 3 Eves: 42 
et eee vanes 3 6 12x9x 4’ 410 


Per yard super d/d. Free on_ site, ‘London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 
BatH STONE— s. d. 
IRIS PRES cen ccncsestensccsocesncnocsonseansssoss 5 4 
6 4 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 
Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly...........cccccccees per ft.cube 
Nore.—id. per ft. cube extra ~ every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft 
airy STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu per ft. cube 
= sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 
5ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 
3 in. per ft. super 
York Stone, Biue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
3D Pi. SIPET)....000<<0s.0cseccecesere per ft. super 
6in. sabes ¢ two sides, ditto a oes 1 
3in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
ee a 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto 
Harp YORK— 
Delivered at any. Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
ft. super) ...... per ft. super 
6in. rubbed two sides, ‘ditto Pe 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
sizes) 
3in. ditto 


6 14 


ebeeeeensoesere ” 














ditto 
2in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 






























CEMENT. PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- | Plaster (Gypsum) —1-¥ 2. thick, 600 yds. and 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. £ ad. over in one delivery 1/8 sq. yard. 

6-ton loads and upwards site ......... perton 3 2 6 Wall Boards—3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 12 ft., ¢in. thick. 

= Bab GRU GND i vacvevens accu sdsevcesestacvunces 3 7 6| 600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/11 sq. yd. 
oe paper bags charged at Paid to site, 
— net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than 1 ton. i SAND. 

In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 8/— D/D site » full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
per ton. Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 

In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate St. Paneras. s. d. 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net Thames Ballast  .......cccccsccccsseoccceee peryd. 15 9 
per sack in lots of less than I ton. Credit Pit Ballast.......... mie A 16 0 
on return at 1/6 net per sack. Pit Sand ....... o a 

“ Ferrocrete’”? Rapid Hardening Cement Washed Sand . * 17 0 
at 6-ton loads and upwards site ........... . 3 8 6] #in. shingle .. By 1$ 2 

S46 GAGGED ose cecscccoscsecstadssoasses "3543. 6|_ din. Broken Brick * 17 6 

., 1 paper bags 8/— per ton extra. RAMBO. oes cn cscenosiossccenctoncacsnsess ea 8 6 

* Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle’’ . TILES. 
prices. In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 

Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton Of not less than 6 tONS....cccccocccsscescsdecesess Per 1, 
WOES din escesassycendvesdsaseseuncspectsenasceussusee 5 4 0 : f.o.r. London 
In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 3. d. 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- Staffordshire districts ..........ssseeceseeeeee 14 6 
ton lots from 172/— to 396/— per ton Ditto, hand-made, ditto 1111 0 
(including paper bags). Ornamental ditto ........... 40 

“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made 019 $5 
REPO PUREE AIRED) 6 osc sivecsacssescaesereesescas 11 13 0j|_ (per dozen) —Machine-made ...... 018 4 

Under one ton .......s.sesseseseseseress rewt. 014 0 {| NoTe.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
417"" Cement (Ultra Rapid Giavdoniogd 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots ' SLATES. 

US WATOS. 25 cscs o5cces.ssiceaccecensoonceessos 4 5 0| First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc 
In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area Per 1,000 actual £ 
31/6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus by 12 69 

ags. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 14s. 6d. to 9 8 O 
(i-ton lots and upwards, including cost 

of paper bags). 46 6 

Ci nent — Bn Byrom cement, Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
Oae ton lots and up ton. Paper bags ’ 

8/- ton. a PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
. £. $0. £: @ @. Delivered in London 

Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’sCement, White8 6 9 M.O.H. 

Pink 8 1 9 $.D. Brs Cocks CruTcH HEAD, FOR I TON. 
PLASTER. sin. 5 Zin. 108/— per doz. 
2 sé. £ead. ToteT BiB Cocks For IRON. 

Coarse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite, Coarse 515 6 din. 114/— 3 in. 171/— per doz 

Abie Phite, 5 199 scang Finish Oo ool bin 8 a SS + 
ove prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. — 

Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime hay fi 189/— 408/— 468/— 840/~p per doz. 
inc. bags 6- 6-ton lots «..<.0..« 6 E S. witH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
tonlots ... 517 sin. jin. Lin. tin, thing 2in 

Granite Chips, a a 102/— 150/— 312/— 408/— 642/— 1056/— per doz. 
6-tonlots 2 ton lots ...45.03. S95 25iha. _ Douate Nut Borer SCREWS. 

Hair, per cw... 4 4 6{74i0. Zin, Lin Ikin, Ibias Zin 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 6-ton | !7/-  20/—_ 36/—_—68/—_—108/— 140/— per doz. 
lots at railway depot. : HEAvY CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
i Zin. lin. 1} in. 4in. 
97/- 150/—-  263/- 334/- 510/- per doz. 
: CAPS AND SCREWS. 
Ijin. Itin. 2in. 3ine 34in 4 in. 
23/6 33/- wel 79/~ 107/—- 139/—per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
isin. 2in. 3im 3hin 
29/- 36/—- 67/— T71/-  101/—per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING SCREWS 
1yx6lb 14x6b 2x7lb 3x7 |b. 
Lead P. 76/- 95/- 165/— 235/— per doz 
Lead S. 90/- 118/— 190/- 305/- per doz 
manent .—Plumbers’ 3/3, Tinmen’s 3/11, Blow pipe 
— per Ib 
Copper Tubes .........1/73 per Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes ............ 1/5% per Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 
GLUE. 
sa & 
Oe pertcwt. 4 9 9 
ME MIND asesncsnnceccnccsssapeoness 28 Ib. 200 
VARNISHES, Etc. 
Per gallon. 
NE I ccincnsnsccoscecnsonsaconse Outside tT ¢ 
Fine do. ...... we ‘ 19 0 
Fine Copal . a 1 6 
Pale Copal ae inf 6 
Floor Varnish ... Inside 110 0 
Fine Pale Paper ... PA is 6 
Hard Drying Oak ............. ae 1 60 
Fine Hard Drying Oak _......... om 110 6 
Fine Copal Varnish .......... ‘s im < 
Best i ii 3 
Best Japan Gold Size 140 
fre | Best Black Japan........... 140 
C1 1@) W.KING NTMI MMOUR. csccccscscscecosecocconsssoseee 1006 
. . Berlin Black ......... 160 
HITCHIN-HERTS Knotting (patent) .......... 116 0 
PHONE : y French and Brush Polish .... 1 8 6 
ITCHIN 960 [10 LINES) Liquid Dryers in Terebene ..............00000++ 1-5 0 
* The information given on these pages has been 
WRITE FOR specially compiled for Burvper, and is cop 
ILLUSTRATED The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
BOOKLET average prices of mai not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and —_ obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT-OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 





PAINTS, Etc. 

£.s. d. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) ......... per gallon 16 3 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) a 16 8 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cut & 2 G 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 2 6 0 
Genuine Red Lead .............000+--s0eee cwt. 615 9 
Putty (free packages) - cwt.. 29 «0 
SiBb ED GRR ence cee esceesns f 8 0 


~ fen. 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &c., TO LONDON STATION. PER TON 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted..................+- £34 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ..... a 
- - Stanchions .. ioe 
NT IED, cciisascncnsdeassdesspesiespseseues 





Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 


ton. 
Diameter. €s. 4 Diameter. «6 & 
UE Sesdesevs 31 1:0 ae 28 16 0 
, er 30 6 0 Zin. to 2jin. 28 1 0 
ROME desncanes 29 11 +O 
W.I. TUBES. 


fUBES AND TUBULARS. _ 
Galv. Class A. List price, less 13 per cent. 


” » & ” ” ” 
ie < S » , oe 
Black, ,, A » ae 3 pe 
» » 8B. ” » 22k 5s 
C 


9 . " » J ” 
C.I. HatF-Rounp Gutrers.—London Prices ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 








Stop 
Gutters. Nozzles ends. 
2/5 2/2 7d. 
2/9 2/5 7d. 
2/10 2/7 1/- 
3/2 3/- 1/2 
3/5 3/3 1/3 
O.G. GUTTERS. 
3/2 2/10 9d. 
3/7 2/10 1/- 
3/7 3/- 1/2 
3/9 3/5 1/3 
4/7 4/- 1/5 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
: Angles. 
5/- 2/7 3/10 
5/4 3/- 4/6 
5/11 3/8 5/ 
6/9 4/5 6/5 
7/9 5/3 7/8 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Sow Prres.—London Prices, ex-stock. 














Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
29 /- 4/7 5/6 
6/4 5/2 6/10 
/l 5/7 8/3 
7/1 6/10 9/6 
9/1 7/9 11/1 
L.C.C. CoaTED Drain PIPE. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. : 
4in. i 2: 16/6 11/6 20/2 
6 in. a.@ 41 24/7 23/10 41/4 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
iron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
AMINO co degscdes cox siaxcectuesissmmancehtaxcetine 29 0 
IrRoN.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ......... 38 00 
NGO MIRED, Socuckcciccivccesleesasecaverenen 2 3 ¢ 
IG eiccsinntcevsscasssencasssenseess a ee 
Ex-Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 
Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s. -¢ 
20-gauge mS <@ 
24-gauge 33 10 O 
26-gauge 3410 O 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
0-gauge 40 5 6 
24-gauge 42 5 6 
26-gauge 45 0 6 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
20-gauge 41 5 6 
24-gauge 43° $6 
26-gauge 46 0 6 
Per ton. 
£s. d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, | ton lots ......... 4115 0 


ALL NET. 
MerTAL WinpDows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 


90. Prices on application. British Metal Window 





Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
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LEAD, Etc. 
Per ton. 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) s. 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. and up ...... 113 15 0 
Pipe in coils ERT AE 115 0 0 
Soil pipe. 125 0 0 
Compo pipe ........ 128 10 0 


Nore.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton, £80 0s. Od. Buyers 
pay carriage. 





GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. aes 
I  iccnddsciny ethicisanasietenaesanarneccnecneaes 4t 
24-oz. clear Exe bo St 
MOE cvasecse 7t 
AMI“ cacxcecdasodul i ces cachintenscneeweundastvite 94 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND _ FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 







Over 500 tt. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
Rolled plate, 4 in. rE’ 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.... 8t 
Rough cast, } im. ..........c0eseeceeeeeeeees 8t 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white Tk 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ........ 104 
PRGMIOT GBI -.nccncccectccecsecsesscccnvccscccessees 6 


Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, } in. thick ..............- 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double 
rolled. Per ft. 


d. 
Wire cast, 3 im. thick  ..........:esseceeeeeeeeees 94 
Georgian Wired Cast ..........-.ceeceseeeeeeeee 10 
HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. s. d. 
P.B. 2—5} in. x 5} in. x 3} in. 2 6 each net. 
P.B. 3—7} in. x 73 in. x 3¢ in. 3 10 a 


P.B. 32—7} in. x 7j in. x 3% in. _3 10 fe 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up —— 
y “ 





PB. Ge 

6 0 7 
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TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 


HARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TIMBER PRICES.—See Statutury Rules | 


and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price Sd. net. 


| 
IMPORTED SOFTWoopDS PRIcES.—See Statutory Rules | 


and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price 1s. 1d. 
IMPORTED HARDWOODS PRICE.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 
Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 














: ‘JACON ITE €; Hydraulically Pressed 


Floor and Wail Tiles 
“JACONITE”’ Composition Flooring — 


Hydraulicalily Pressed 
Terrazzo Tiles 








Marble Wall Lining and 
Paving 


ASSOCIATED WITH 
Tel. 
Victoria 3043 
147, Victoria Street, London, $.W.1 
also af 
BIRAAINGHAM - CARDIFF MANCHESTER READING 


REG TRADE MARK 











NEWS IN BRIEF 


Change of Address. 


The London address of the British 
Association for Commercial and Indus- 
trial Education (BACIE) formerly of 174, 
Sloane-street, S.W.1, is now Management 
House, Hill-street, W.1. Tel. Grosvenor 
6231/2. 


Spray Painting Courses. 

Full-time day courses in spray paint- 
ing, each lasting one month, are now 
available at the L.C.C. Brixton School 
of Building. Application forms may be 
obtained from the secretary of the 
School, Ferndale-road, S.W.4. 


British Trade Week, Lima. 

The British Chamber of Commerce, 
Lima, is proposing to hold a British trade 
week early in September. It is proposed 
that every firm concerned should arrange 
a display on its own premises, with suit- 
able window dressing wherever possible. 


R.L.B.A. Golfing Society. 


A meeting of the R.I.B.A. Golfing 
Society was held on May 16, at Moor 
Park Golf Club, Herts. The Allensby 
Bowl was won by C. Tucker with a score 
of 87-14 = 73 and the runners up were 
R. Scott (79-4 = 75) and W. D. White 
(89-14 = 75). The afternoon four-ball 
Stapleford Competition was won by R. 
Scott and A. V. Farrier. 


Builders’ Golf. 


At the recent match between the 
L.M.B.A. Golfing Society and _ the 
Zastern Federation Golfing Society which 
was played at Moor Park Golf 
club, at Rickmansworth, the result was 
1 win for the Eastern Federation with 
a score of 144 matches against 94. 


M.o.H. Circular. 


The M.o.H. have recently issued cir- 
cular 54/50 concerning the forms to be 
used in connection with the powers and 
duties of a local authority to make and 
determine closing orders under Section 
3 of the Housing Act, 1949, with a view 
to the preservation from demolition of 
certain houses which are unfit for human 
habitation. It is suggested that the forms 
to be used for the purpose should follow 
the model forms set out in the appendix 
to the circular. Copies may be obtained 
from booksellers or H.M. Stationery 
Office. 


Standard Housing Specification. 


The National House-Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council reports that the possibility 
of an early increase in the number of 
houses built by private enterprise has re- 
vived interest in the work of the Council. 
which operates a scheme under which 
houses are inspected at all stages of con- 
struction and, on satisfactory completion, 
issues to the builder for transference to 
the purchaser, a certificate of compli- 
ance with the approved specification. 
Copies of the specification (price 5s. net) 
are obtainable from the Secretary, 82, 
New Cavendish-street, London, W.1. 


Labour Ministry Pamphlet. 


A revised edition of pamphlet No. 4 on 
architecture in the “ Careers for Men and 
Women.” series has recently been published 
by the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service. Under the heading “ Professional 
Opportunities ” the new pamphlet draws 
attention to the keen demand for quali- 
fied and partially-qualified architectural 
assistants which should continue for some 
time in view of the acute need for more 
houses and modern factory buildings, and 
the calls of the town planning authorities. 
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TRADE NEWS 


50 Years’ Service. 

Mr. Alfred Murray, London director 
of Earle, Bourne and Co., Ltd. (Birming- 
ham), has recently celebrated 50 years 
of unbroken service with the company. 
Factory open to the Public. 

Lacrinoid Products, Gidea Park, Essex, 
are to hold an “Open Day ” for the pub- 
lic to-morrow, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
during which period the factory will be 
open with guides to take people round 
and explain the manufacturing operations. 


Firm’s Centenary Exhibition. 

To celebrate their centenary, Messrs. 
W. N. Froy and Sons, Ltd., of Brunswick 
Works, King-street, Hammersmith, W.6, 
are holding an exhibition of the com- 
pany’s products and activities at the 
above address, from June 6 to June 9. 


New Woodworking Machines. 

Georze Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd., 
have issued details of two new Metal- 
clad woodworking machines. These are 
the. 14-in. universal overhead crosscut 
saw and a double-disc sanding machine. 
Both are manufactured by Metalclad, 
Ltd., their associates, of Stanningley, 
nr. Leeds. 


Water Boiler. 

An oil-fired water boiler, considered 
suitable for tea-making and water-heat- 
ing on large, remote building sites, is 
being produced by James Scott and Co. 
(Engineers), Ltd., who claim that, while 
consuming ordinary paraffin at the rate 
of about half a gallon an hour, it will 
boil from cold 16 gallons of water in 
40 minutes. 


Co-operative Engineering Research. 

The British Iron and Steel Research 
Association announces that in conformity 
with the Association’s policy of periodi- 
cal retirement, Mr. E. T. Judge, director 
of Messrs. Dorman, Long and Co., Ltd., 
has retired from the chairmanship of the 
Plant Engineering Panel of the Associa- 
tion and has been suc d by Mr. 
: R. Jones, chief constructional 
engineer at Messrs. John Summers and 
Sons, Ltd. 


Plastics Exhibition. 

The “Bakelite,” “ Warerite” and 
“Vybak ” Plastics Exhibition which has 
been shown in Belgium, Norway, Sweden 
and London will be on view at the 
Assembly Room of the Bleachers Asso- 
ciation, Ltd., Blackfriars House. Parson- 
age, Manchester, 3, from June 7 to 13 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, with the 
exception of Saturday and Sunday, 
June 10 and 11. Admission will be 
ree on presentation of a business 
card. 


Firm’s Recent Contracts. 

Although they withdrew from the East 
African groundnuts scheme, Taylor Wood- 
row are still busy in East and West 
Africa. Their biggest job, which will take 
about three years to complete, is the 
reconstruction of Takoradi harbour at a 
cost of about £2,250,000. A new subsidi- 
ary company, Taylor Woodrow (Building 
Exports), Ltd., has started an export trade 
in get prefabricated structures 
based on Stewarts and Lloyds’ tubular 
steel technique as used in the Arcon tem- 
porary prefabricated houses. At home 
Taylor Woodrow recently obtained a 
£2,000,000 L.C.C. contract for develop- 
ment and housing at Merstham, Surrey. 
A £250,000 welfare building at Beckton 
Products Works has just been completed. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 
Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 6, 1950. Every 


effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsi 


ble for errors that may occur. 





Grade Classification A Craftsmen.... 2/104 Labourers.... 2/43 
Aberdeen .......- A Inverness ......-- A Perthshire ........ A 
Aytalite ..ccccsese A Inverurie ...... och Peterhead .......- A 
CS eee A Kincardineshire 7A ———— ceeeee A 

ickshire <><... A ——iee a ih ee ached 

Bridge of Allan....A Lanarkshire .,.... A) eee oe 
Broughty Ferry....A Midlothian ...... A a oeceeee 
A renal Og ri ewartry ........ A 
SaeNter aie oray aim . Stirlingshire ......A 
Pease Baa . Newport .....++- A Stornoway ........ A 
Dunbartonshire....A Peeblesshire ...... A TAVDOE vevcsccece A 
ME: <sesesase A MN otacanescuver A Wes: Lothian ...... ry 











The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labour, 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 


The information given in this table is copyright. 


Painters’ rates: 2/10 Grade A; 2/94 Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 








The Scottish Builder 


R.LA.S. Covention 


HE ANNUAL CONVENTION of the 
Royal Incorporation of Archi- 
tects in Scotland opens in Edinburgh 
today. During the convention, the 
R.I.B.A. Bronze medal for the best build- 
ing erected in Scotland during the period 
from January 1, 1936, to December 31, 
1949, will be presented. 

The Council nomination for president 
for the ensuing year is Mr. Lockhart 
W. Hutson, F.R.LB.A., F.R.LAS., of 
Hamilton. 

The annual meeting of the Incorpora- 
tion will be held in the Signet Library 
Upper Hall, where there will be an ex- 
hibition. of the winning designs in this 
year’s R.I.A.S. prizes and studentship 
competitions. 


Private Enterprise and Housing 


PRESENTING his last report as Lord 
Dean of Guild, at the annual meeting of 
the Incorporation of the Guildry of 
Edinburgh, Mr. Gibson Martin said that 
at present the country was not allowed 
to take advantage of the energy which 
private enterprise could bring to the 
erection of houses, and we were, there- 











AYGEE LIMITED 
100 Westminster Bridge Road 
LONDON, S.E.1 WATerloo 6314 








fore, not making the progress that we 
might. Sufficient stimulus was not given 
to the operatives by way of payment by 
results, and there were many individuals 
who would like to be active in the build- 
ing of houses for themselves, and these 
people were being hindered rather than 
helped. 

“I think. it is quite ridiculous,” he 
declared, “ that the State should be sub- 
sidising, at a great cost to the taxpayer, 
the building of houses when there were 
people ready and. willing to put up the 
money for their own homes and every 
new home provided in this way must be 
a contribution to easing the pressure on 
housing.” 

The Lord Dean of Guild said he did 
not feel happy about the effects of the 
Town Planning Act of 1947 and of the 
activities of the Central Land Board and 
its development charges. From time to 
time there had been denials in the Press 
that these charges were holding up 
developments. He was not convinced 
by these denials and his own observations 
led him to think that development was 
being hindered by the development 
charges. 

The value of the work dealt with by 
the Court from April 1, 1949, to March 
31, 1950, amounted to £3,337,727. 

At the meeting Mr. James Fulton Ford, 
L.R.L.B.A., F.R.1LA.S., senior partner of 
the firm of J. D. Cairns and Ford, 
chartered architects, was appointed as the 
new Lord Dean of Guild. 


Heriot Watt College 


THE worK of completing the third 
section of the Heriot Watt College ex- 
tension, Edinburgh, is now to proceed, 
having been held up because of the war. 
This section will cost approximately 
£24,000. Work has already begun on 
the erection of a classroom and 
laboratory in the mining department at 
an estimated additional cost of £40,000, 
but work on the gable end of the Cow- 
gate block, to cost £15,000, has not yet 
been started. 


NEW BUILDINGS 

Airdrie.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect Catholic 
School for which the architect is William Watt 
(E.), Albert-rd., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Cambuslang.—Lanarkshire C.C. to erect 
scheme of 72 houses, for which the arehitect 
is Samuel MacColl, County-chbrs., Beckford-st.. 
Hamilton. 

Chryston.—Plans are in hand for scheme of 
40 houses to be erected by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association, Ltd., 15/21, Palmerston- 
pl., West End, Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted to Scottish 
Rural Gas, Ltd., Perthshire Chemical Works, 
Friarton, Perth, for erection of factory and 
offices at Sighthill Industrial Estate, Edinburgh, 
at £12500. Plans by Robert C. Carvel, 3a, 
Charlotte-st., Perth. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for school to be 
erected at Levern, for whieh the architect is 
John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-«st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2. 
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to be prepared for new 
Clydesdale and North of Scotland Bank at 
Saracen-st. and Allerder-st., for which the 
— are John Keppie and Menderson and 

H. Cleaves, 19%, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 
W.G2—Pians in the hands of the City Gises 
Co., Ltd., 167, West Graham-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.3, for extensions to factory at Dalmarnock- 
rd., Bridgeton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the 
N.C.B., Scottish Division, 14, Grosvenor-st., 
Edinburgh, for erection at Gray- -st., Shotts, of a 
garage, laboratory and _ other buildings. for 
which the architect is James Allan (F.), 58, 
Palmerston-p]., .Edinburgh.—Plans to be pre- 
pared for factory on a selected site, for which 
the: architects are Symington and Blair, 94, 
Hope-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Perthshire.—Plans to be prepared for scheme 
of alterations and additions, including 40 bed- 
-ooms, for nurses’ home at Bridge-of- -Earn, by 
the Eastern Region of the Hospital! Board. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
ve found in the Advertisement pages of thte 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


Glaggow.—Plans 


BUILDING 
JUNE 7. 
+*Portsmouth 7T.C.—New _ Divisional Police 
Headquarters at Cosham. R. A. Thomas (F.), 
‘ Beresford,” Northern-rd., Cosham,  Ports- 
mouth. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by July 4. 


JUNE 8. 
+*Hampshire Police Authority.—Police houses 
at Aldershot, Grayshott and Hook. County 
Architect, Winchester. Dep, £1 ls. each. 
JUNE 9. 
o Soe B.C.—16. houses, 
V. Alexander, B.S. Dep. £2 
” (alae T.C.—Eight shops ae over 


ree 


at Woodside housing estate. F, Sage, 
4.M.Inst.C.E., Town ‘Hall. Dep. £2 e 

t*West Suffolk 6.C€.—School, Houldsworth 
Valley, Newmarket. County Architect, 13, West- 
zate-st., Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by July 14. 

JUNE 10. 
+*Essex C©.C.—House at Essex Institute of 


Agriculture, Writtle. County A 
t*Herefordshire C.C.—(a) Erection of new 
secondary modern school, Ress-on-Wye; (b) in- 
tallation of low-pressure heating, hot and cold 
water supplies; (c) installation of electric 
lighting and wer. Director of Education, 
County Offices, Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. each 
section. Tenders by July 10. 

JUNE 12. 
+*Essex C.C.—Extensions to Fruit 
station Essex Institute of Agriculture, 

cost £8,700). County ¢ 
+*LincoiIn (Parts of Kesteven) C€.C.—Four 
pairs of police houses at 3 sites. County A., 
founty Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by June 206. 
JUNE 14, 
+*Durham C.C.—Alterations and additions to 
\iderman Wraith School, Spennymoor. G. R. 
Clayton (F.), County A., Court-la., 
JUNE 16. 
+*Bromley T.C.—86 houses at Hayes-pl. 
estate. B.E., Municipal] Offices. Dep. £2 2s 
“Canterbury City.—Alterations to Marlowe 
Theatre, St. Margaret’s-st. L. Hugh Wilson, 
City Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Durham County Police Authority.—One pair 
of police houses with office at Seaside-la. 
Rasington. County A., Court-la. 
JUNE 17. 
+*Essex C.C.—Alterations, etc.. at 


Packing 
Writtle 


Durham. 


Westwood 


House, West Bergholt, nr. Colchester (cost 
23,252). County ! 

“Stepney Boro.—War damage repairs, etc., to 
various properties. Chief Technical Officer 


for War Damage, 191/193, Commercial]-rd., E.1. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JUN 


E 19. 
*Andover T.C.—26 houses at The Sheep Fair. 
S., “ Beech Hurst,” Weyhill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Shrewsbury B.C.—Demolition of existing 
eee Mtcton Hill gag Dept., 18, Chester- 
t. Water E. Dep. £2 


cane ‘2. 
*Durham C.C.—Staff canteen at Old Elvet. 
ounty A., Court-la. 
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house, 
Essex. 


*East Ham  C.B.—Superintendent’s 
ag Corner Remand Home, Hutton, 

. A. Edwards, ~ Dep. £2 2s. 

UNE 24. 

*Northallerton U. D. C.—Seven pairs of houses. 

P. Hartley, C., 72, High-st. North. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 26. 

_ *Exeter 1T.C. — Erection of St. Luke’s 
Secondary Modern Boys’ School. Ringswell-ave. 
x. Rowe (F.), City A., Municipal Office, 
Dep. £3 


*States a Guernsey.—32 houses at Courtil St. 
Jacques (Mon Piaisir), St. Peter Port. G 
Heggs, States E., States Office. Dep. £1. 

t+*Sutton and Cheam Boro’.—40 flats. 4 houses 
and 2 bungalows. N. H. Michell, B.E. & S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

JUNE 29. 
*Glasgow Corporation.—Several works for 267 


flats at Berryknowes-rd. Office of the = 
scriber (Public Office), City-chbrs. Dep. 
JUNE 30. 
*Huyton-with-Roby U.D.C.—96 ‘houses in 4 
contracts at St. John’s-rd. East. E. & S., Coun- 


cil Offices, Derby-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 3. 
Ps ay T.C.—Six flats at Stanley-rd. B.E. 


S., Holmleigh, Ridgeway-rd., E.4. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JULY 11, 
*Northfleet U.D.C.—26 houses. Coldharbour- 


rd. estate, and 2, 7. seam rd. W. G. Futcher, 


Clerk. Dep. £2 

*Salop > fire brigade hrad- 
quarters, Shrewsbury. A. G. Chant, County A., 
Column House, London-rd., Shrewsbury. Dep. 


JULY 24. 
are wy: T.C.—Six flats at 
& S., Holmleigh, 
re 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 19. 
“Billericay U.D.C.—External painting of 100 
A. bungalows. S., Council Offices. Dep. 


f Endlebury-rd. 
Ridgeway-rd., E.4. Dep. 


£11 
*Isle of Wight C.C.—Electrical installations in 
schools. F. H. Booth, A., County A., Newport. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JUNE 7. 
t*Surrey €.C.—Two small pumping stations 
and laying of drains at Ottershaw School, 
Chertsey. County A., County Hall, Kingston. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 3. 
*Wokingham R.D.C.—Site works at Cricket 
Hill, Finchampstead. Eric G. V. Hives (L.), 
3. Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 











Asbestos Cement 


ROOFING 


Flat, Semi-Flat Troughing 
(1° 42” Rafter Back 4°) 
Newtone Asbestos Cement 
Slating, Pitched Roofing 
Double or Combined Roofing 
Reinforced Asbestos 


Cement Roofing 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
COMPANY LIMITED 
81- ESSEX ROAD 
LONDON - N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 











761 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Hovusts.—B.C. propose to erect 8 
houses at St. James’s-dr. site, for which B.C. 
Architects’ Dept. is preparing’ plans. 


Battersea. — Fats. — Terence __ Verity, 
A.R.L.B.A., 74, George-st., Croydon, has pre- 
pared plans for 15 flats and garages at Nos. 1 
and 3, Mayford-rd. for Orchard and Peer 
(London), Ltd. 


Battersea.—Sites ror Hovustne.—B.C. is to de- 
velop small housing sites at Sisters-ave., 
Marjorie-gr., and at Wycliffe-rd. 

Battersea.—Scnoo. Buinpinc.—T. Stanley 
Beard, Bennett and Wilkins, FF.R.1I.B.A., 101- 
103, Baker-st., W.1, have prepared plans for an 
industrial building at Ponton-rd. School. 


_Croydon.—CLassrooms.—B.C. propose — addi- 
tional classrooms at St. Christopher’s School, 
London-rd. 

Deptford.—F.Lits.—Revised plans providing 
for 12 flats on Malpas-rd. (east) site have been 
prepared for B.C. by H. V. Ashley and Winton 
Newman, FF.R.I.B.A.,. 3,  Verulam-bidgs., 
W.C.1. L.C.C. approval is sought. 

Hackney.—Sitres ror Hovusinc.—B.C. Housing 
& T.P. Com. prepose acquiring Nos. 75-97 
Clapham Common, and also 13 small sites for 
housing development. Plans not yet formu. 
lated. 

Hammersmith.—F.iits.—B.C. propose 6 flats 


at 69/77, Black Lion-la. Boro’ E, & S. is pre- 
paving plans. 
Hammersmith. — Extensions, — Office and 


garage extensions to be carried out eventually 
by Rosser and Russell, Ltd., to their ma 4 
at Queen’s Wharf, Queen Caroline-st., W 
No plans yet formulated. 

Hammersmith.—Suop anp Orrices.—Montague 
Burton, Ltd., propose erecting shop with offices 
over at 44/46, Uxbridge-rd., abutting on 
Shepherd’s Bush Green. Plans by firm’s archi- 
tect’s dept. 

Hammersmith.—F.Lats.—B.C. propose 8 flats 


at Stowe/Coningham-rds. Plans by Boro’ E. 
& S., Town Hall, W.6 

Harold Weed—Hovers.—A. J. Cooper, 
builder, 120, Cecil-ave., Hornchurch, has sub- 


mitted plans for 6 houses at Beltinge- rd. 

Hornchurch.—Hovuses.—John H. Mason, archi- 
tect, 160, Carlton-rd., Romford, Essex, has 
prepared plans for 5 houses in Ascot-gdns. for 
H. Webb (Builders), Ltd. 

St. Marylebone.—F.iars—Edward Armstrong 
and Frederick MacManus, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Man- 
chester-sq., W.1, have prepared sketch plans 
for 56 flats on B.C.’s Boundary-rd. (No, 4) 
site. 

Wandsworth.—Sitt ror _ Hovsina..-L.C.C. 
Housing Com. propose acquisition for housing 
purposes of a site of over 8 acres. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bakewell.—R.D.C. prepared a plans 
for housing site at Gorse Bank-la., Baslow. 

Bangor.—T.C. propose four shops at Coed 
Mawr estate. 

Barnsley.—E.C. propose school at Summer-la. 

Blackburn.—T.C. approved sketch plans for 
reconstruction of Palladium Cinema, Mill Hill. 

Brierley Hill.—Licensing justices approved 
alterations at ‘Old Plough Inn,” for Messrs. 
Simpkiss, Dennis Brewery, Brierley Hill. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. approved final plans for 
130 houses at Charford estate. 


Carlisle—E.C. propose infant and junior 
sch. at S.W. corner of Harraby Neighbourhood 
Unit. Plans by surveyor, P. Dalton. 

Cheshire.—E.C. propose sec. sch. at Jacksons- 
la.. Bramhall. F. M. Parkes, County A. 

Chipping Norton.—Beecher & Stamford. 
architects, of Oxford, have prepared scheme foi 


reconstruction of town hall. 
Church, Lancs.—C. of FE. Authorities propose 
sec, mod. sch., Dil] Hall-la. 


Clay Cross (Derby).—U.D.C. approved plans 


sy - flats at Holmgate site. Surveyor 
A. T. Lynam. 
aan R.D.C. to proceed with plans for 16 
houses at Lydham. 
Coventry.—E.C. to submit plans to M.O.E. 
for sch. at Whitley Abbey at £60,000. City A 


Dp. E. E. Gibson. 

Crook and Willington.—Page, Son and Hill, 
75, King-st.. South Shi elds, are architects for 
45 houses at Howden-le-Wear for U.D.C. Ne 
contracts decided. 

Cumberland.—C.C. to proceed with scheme 
for alterations to Cumberland and Westmor- 
land Farm ?— at _—, Rigg. Plans by 
County A., 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

nen, Cumberland and North West- 
morland Com, of the Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Regional Hospital Board to carry out follow- 
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schemes:—Improvements to General 
Mie vital Carlisle; new orthopedic and tubercu- 
losis hospital] at East Cumberland; new general 
hospital at Hensingham; extensions to Cum- 
berfand Infirmary, Carlisle ; extensions to Gar- 
lands Hospital; and extensions to Dovenby 
Hal! Hospital. 


oom gee tingag l ‘A. (E. A. Tornbohm) has 
epared plans for 54 houses on Haughton 
Routh estate. No contracts let. 


Denbighshire.—E.C. propose sch. in Llanne- 
fydd area. 
Denhoime.—U.D.C. propose further eight 


houses, Hill Crest. 


Durham.—M.E. approved preliminary plans 
by County A. for the High Usworth County 
Prim. Sch., Durham Grammar oe. Sch., and 
Spennymoor Grammar Tech. 


Durham.—C.C. to acquire oe at Bishop 
Auckland for divisional depot and office for 
highways dept.—Four houses to be erected by 

C.C. at Merry Oaks, Durham City.—Site at 
boaters of Lincoln-cres. and Greenwood-rd., 
Billingham-on-Tees, has been selected by Cc. 
for fire station—Site in Yarm-la., Stockton, 
to be acquired for ambulance depot. 

Durham.—Durham_ University to _ restore 
Norman Chapel at Durham Castle at £10,000. 

Ellesmere Port.—Packaging factory proposed 
for Bowater Paper Corp., Ltd., London. Archi- 
tects, Farmer and Dark, 52, Grosvenor-gdns. 
London, 8.W.1. 

Fyide.—R.D.C. propose following houses :— 
Four at Warton; two, Little Eccleston; six, 
Hardhorn ; - Weeton; and six Westby. Sur- 
veyor, E. W. Fryer. 

Gateshead.—T.C. has submitted to M.H. lay- 
out plans for houses on following sites :— 
Between Cragside-gdns. and Consett-rd. (32 
houses); junction of Oakwood-gdns. and Pine- 
wood-gdns. (16); Coach-rd. near Elmwood-gdns. 
(6); and junction of Coach-rd. and Pinewood- 
gdns. (6). Revised plans have been prepared 
cud alterations to blocks ** Beechwood,” “ Ash- 

* Elmwood.” and “ Oakwood ”” for Cor- 
poration Welfare Gom. H. J. Cook, Municipal- 
, Gateshead, Corporation’s Chief A. 

pod namaggeed approved plans for show- 

—_ at _junetion of Cobham-rd. and Whitehall- 
. for Halesowen Motor Works. 

prieciin Royd.—U.D.C. approved plans for :— 

—s works, Scout-rd., for J. Kershaw & 


Heywood.— Heywood weeieereeet, Ltd., pro- 
a "loibing factory at Holt- 3. Swallow, 
propose extensions at ae, st.—B.C. 
approved plans for:—Revised layout for houses 
at Gooden Farm estate. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. propose bus station ad- 
joining se ag st.. Northgate, and 
Leeds-rd. Boro’ A., 8S. M. Richmond. 

Leyland.—A.B.C. Cinemas, Ltd., seek licence 
for rebuilding Regent cinema. 

Liandudno.—U.D.C. approved plans for 14 
houses at Trecreuddyn estate. 


Lunesdale.—R.D.C. propose early rebuilding 
of Hornby Hall. Architect, E. Smalley, 
A.R.L.B.A. 

Macolesfield.—C. of E. Commissioners plan 


early commencement of a church at Ivy-rd. 


Macclesfield.—T.C. propose garage, at £6,500. 
Boro’ A., E. A. Heppenstall. 


Manchester.—T.C. propose adaptation as re- 
mand home of Thorneycroft Hall, Siddington. 


Menai Bridge.—U.D.C. appointed T. Alwyn 
Lioyd, Cathedral-rd., Cardiff, architect for 
new housing scheme at Tyddyn To. 


Middlesbrough.—Watch and Licensing Com. 
suggested provision of police H.Q. in Lin- 
thorpe-rd., Park-rd., North or Belk-st. area.— 
Boro’ E. cep A. Kenyon) has prepared layout 
plan for second part of Berwick Hills area pro- 
viding for 500 houses with sites for public- 
house, church, shops, school, etc. Plan has been 
submitted to’ M.H.—T C. considering offer by 
Premier Dwellings, Ltd., Middlesbrough, to 
erect 12 houses in, Orwell-st. and Mills- st. and 
an offer by E. T. Sweeting & Son, Church-la.. 
Middlesbrough, to erect 8 houses seuth of Man- 
dale-rd.—T. to consider converting ‘ Park- 
side,” Park-rd. North, into old people’s flats.— 
Samuel Smith’s Old Tadcaster Brewery Co.. 
Ltd., intend spending £5,000 on first stage of 
scheme for converting * Clevedon,’ The- 
crescent, into residential hotel. 

Milnrow.—U.D.C. propose flats at Dalton-ave. 
site, Firgrove. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Regional Hospital Board 
have appointed John ‘Porges and Messrs. 
Barlow, Leslie & Partners. Ltd.. both of 
London, consultants for proposed pathological 
institute at Genera] Hospital. (Consultants 
were wrongly named in our issue of May 19.) 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Marks & Spencers, Ltd., 
to build additional floors in Northumberland: 
st. Architects. Norman Jones, Son & Rigby. 271 
Lord-st., Southport.—Alterations to be made to 
works of Smiths Printers (Newcastle), Ltd., 
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‘* THE BUILDER” PRICES 


ZINC 


The Ministry of Supply announces that the 
price of good ordinary brand zinc was increased 
by £4 from £103 10s. to £107 10s. r ton, 
delivered, with effect from May 25. ices of 
other grades were varied accordingly. 

The Zinc Oxide Manufacturers also announce 
that from the same date the prices of zinc oxide 
in lots of not less than two tons, delivered 
buyers’ premises, were increased by £3 10s. per 
ton as follows :— 


Old ies New Price 
: d. eh, bE 
Red Seal 98 0 0 10110 0 
Green Seal . 9910 0 103 0 0 
White Seal - 10010 0 104 0 0 


The Ministry of Supply announces that on and 
from May 30, the price of good ordinary brand 
zinc was increased by £4 from £107 10s. to 
£111 10s. per ton delivered. Prices of other 
grades are varied accordingly. 

The zinc oxide manufacturers announce that 
on and from May 30, the prices of zinc oxide, 
in lots of not less than 2 tons, delivered buyers’ 
premises, were increased by £3 10s., as follows :— 

Old sia er te Price 


£ 
Red Seal ees aos ee 10 105 0 
Green Seal ae . Sea 8. Tie 
White Seal 4 104 0 107 10 
BRASS TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association 
announce that in consequence of the increase in 
the controlled price of zinc which came into 
operation on May 25, the basis price of brass 
tubes has been increased by 4d. per Ib. to 173d. 
per lb. The list prices of brass and — 
brass ferrules have also been increased by 
per Ib. 











Clavering-pl. Architects, J. Walton Taylor & 
Son, Gallowgate, Newcastle. 

North Riding.—Plans have been prepared by 
County A., County Hall, Northallertoff, for an 
infant welfare centre at Normanby, near 
Middlesbrough, for C.C. No contracts ‘Tet. 

Northumbertand.—C.C. approved scheme for 
canteen at County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Tlans by Couty A., County Hall, Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—C.C. propose health centre 
at Longbenton. Plans by County A., W. W. 
Tasker, County Hall, Newcastle. 

Notts.—C.C. propose adaptation of Gedling 
Manor, Carlton, as home for aged. 

Orrell.—_U.D.C. propose 24 aged 
bungalows at Moor-rd. estaie. 

Oswestry.—T.C. approved erection of County 
=— College at Shrewsbury-rd., fer Salop 


persons 
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Pwitheli.—T.C. approved revised layout for 
Bron-y-De housing site. Surveyor, G, Evans 

Rochdale.—B.C. approved plans for :—Exten- 
sions at Trafalgar-st. for Heybrook Welding and 
Engineering Co., Ltd, Extensions to “ Era 
Mill,” Woodbine-st. East, for Era Ring Mill 
Co., Ltd. Extensions, Caldershaw Old Mill, for 
S. Heap & Son, Ltd. Extensions at Overtown 
Mills, Red Lumb, for Overtown Mills, Ltd., 
c/o H. 8. Barnes. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for:— 
Laboratory at Moorgate-rd. for United Steel 
Co., Ltd.—Offices, etc., at Blackburn for Arthur 
Lee & Sons, Ltd.—P.C. propose adaptation as 
children’s homes of Moorgate House and No. 7, 
Clifton-cres. South.—Seek loan for stadium at 
Herringthorpe Playing Fields at £9,220.—Boro’ 
E. to prepare final plans for Oakwood sec. 
(tech.) sch.—Appointed Henry Vale & Sons, 
quantity surveyors and. Roger Preston & Part- 
ners as heating consultants. 


Shefheld.—Swift Levick & Sons, Ltd., to 
erect workshops, warehouse and offices at 
Effingham-rd.—E.C. appointed Thomas Barratt, 
Sons & Partners, Ltd., London, as quantity sur- 
veyors for Acres Hill Prim. Jun. Sch.—Pr 
additional classrooms at Grimesthorpe County 
Sch. 


Standish-with-Langtree. — U.1.C. 
further 46 houses at Grove-la. site. 


Stanley (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. convert hostel 
at New Kyo into 70 dwellings. Surveyor, J. R. 
Heslop, uncil Offices, West Stanley, Co. 
Durham. 

Stockport._-B.C. propose extensive alterations 
at Central and Reddish Libraries. 

Stockport.—H. Owen & Son, Ltd., yoapete 44 
heuses, off Windmill-la., Redd —B.C. 
approved lans for :—Warehouse and mae at 
Masseys Yard, Sykes-st., for R. Gunter.—Lay- 
out for 32 houses at Carnforth-rd.—Extensions 
at Bramhall Moor-la.. for Mirrlees, Bickerton & 
Day.—Works and offices a! Kingston-st., for 
Phenix Metal Co.—33 houses, Napier-rd., for F. 
ae —Two-storey wareiouse at Bridgefield- 

for Ellis Sykes & Son, Ltd.—Seven houses at 
pets alm rd., for J. Jones & Son.—Extensions 
to Great Moor Prim. Sch. «9 for EC, 

Stockton-on-Tees.— R. Cowan,  Finkle-st., 
Stockton, is architect for showroom in Bruns- 
wick-st. for T. Worton.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, 
High-st., Stockton, has prepared plans for 
offices and warehouse in Church-rd. for White- 
locks, Ltd,, Castlegate, Stockton.—T.C. to 

carry out alterations to corporation warehouse 
at £5,900.—Cozens and Sutcliffe. contactors, 
Enfield, to establish a branch in the north-east 


propose 


and to build administrative building and large 
workshop at Stockton. —G. Jellicoe, 
F.R.EB.A., 12, Gower-st., London, W.C.1, 1s 


architect for offices and ablutions block for 

Ashmore, Benson Pease & Co., Ltd. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Plans submitted to B.C. 
for:—Rebuilding garage, service station and 
showroom at Manor Hill Garage, for P. Bryant 
& Sons, Ltd., 10, Birmingham-rd.—Houses at 
Halton-rd.. for Industrial “Buildings (Birming 
ham), Ltd.— —Adaptation of Deerwood Grange, 
Wentworth-rd., for Warwickshire C.C. County 
A., C. H. Elkins. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—T.C. submitted to 
layout plans for 44 houses. Direct labour. 

Tott eae Ltd., propose sec. mod. 
sch. at Dill Hall-la: 

Tynemouth.—Corporation approved develop- 
ment plan to be carried ont in sections, at an 
est. cost of £3,679,000. Plans by Boro’ S., D. W. 
O’Herhily. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. 
house extension, Twining-rd., 
for Regent Oi] Co., Ltd. 

Wallasey.—B.C. seek 
Poulton Infants’ Sch. 

Warrington.—R.D.C. propose 28 houses at 
Great Sankey; 10. Poulton with Fearnhead and 
Woolston; 8, Rixton-with-Glazebrook ; 10, Wir- 
wick; and 2, Cuerdley. Surveyor, S. C. Oxley. 

_ Warwickshire.—C.C. approved £5.000 adapta- 
tions to ‘‘ Deerwood Grange.” Tenders shortly. 
Approved modified scheme for adaptations of 
““Thorbank,” Leamington Spa, as college at 
£5,000. County A., C. H. Elkins. 

Wellingborough.—M.O.W. propose erection of 
new offices for Ordnance Survey. 

Wellingborough.—Co-operative Society, Ltd.. 
peepee shops, Northampton-id., near ‘“ Duke 
0 

West Riding.—E.C. propose bilateral school 
at Skipton. 

Wharfedale.—R.D.C. approved plans for bacon 
factory at Woodnook Farm Blubberhouses, for 
York Hams, Ltd.—R.D.C. propose six houses at 
Arthington. 

Whitby.—Peacock and Bewlay, 224, Hagley- 
rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham 16, are ‘architects 


M.H 


approved plans for ware- 
Trafford Park, 


loan of £56,590 for 


for 30 houses off Stakeby-rd., Whitby, for 
U.D.C. No contracts let. 

_Woore (Staffs).—Village Hall Com. received 
licence for new Victory Hall. at £10,000. 
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Worcester.—T.C. propose adaptation of ‘“ The 
Firs,” Whittington, as children’s nursery at 


> 


TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. — 
t Denotes 7 or 
5 Denotes accepted subject to madifieaiion. 
§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 


Amble.—Erection of 18 Airey houses on Links 
estate for U.D.C. Plans by A. W. Charity. 
Quantities by R. Procter, F.R.LC 
Haverys \ seaamananaiaide 38, Side. New- ia 
castle, =< 
J.C. Tes ith, 2, Cross-st., Amble .. 23,57 
E Jeffcock (Contractors), Lid., " New- 





burn-eh., 107, New Bridge-st., New- 
castle . 22,086 
*R. Carse & Son, Lid., Prospect-pl., 
— ae owe OL,OLY 
ayaee. ia fie th ae at Measham 
m R.D.C. G. Bett, Architect & E., Council 
Offices, Sath st. *T. F. Chapman & Co., Ltd., 
Leicester. (Subject to M.O.H. appreval.) 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—One_ pair of houses zt 
Snarestone for R.D.C. V. G. Bott, A.IA.A., 

Architect & _E., Council Offices, South: st. 
*Barclays (Leicester). Ltd., Coalville. (Sub- 
ject to M.O.H. approval.) 

Bakewell.—Houses, for R.D.C.: 6 at Brad- 
well, *Furniss & Hassall, Great Longstone, 
22.600 and £691 for boundary walls: 6 at Elton, 
*Mr. B. R. Marsden, Youlgreave, £9,120; 6 at 
Tideswell, *Mr. F. Hill, Tideswell, £9,215. 


Barrow-in-Furness.—Municipal restaurant be- 
tween Duke-st. and Market-st.. for B.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £13,531. 


Billericay.Concrete roads, sewers, etc., and 
18 flats, Vange housing site (Part 2), for U. D.C. : 
Roads and sewers, *Hosking & Sen (Essex), 
Ltd., Arterial-rd., Rayleigh, £3,342; flats, 


*Hosking & Son (Essex), ‘Ltd., as above, 
£19,677. 

Blackburn.—_New county ag! infants’ 
school, Longshaw, for C. E., Town Hall: 
*W. J. Woof nelly ny “Ltd., Pump-st., 
Blackburn. 

Bold.—First stage of power station, for 
B.E.A.  £10,000,000 estimated final cost: *A. 


Monk & Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. 


Garten Sherer at Petieril Bank primary 
school, for E.C.: *J. & R. Bell, Ltd., Carlisie. 


Chesterfield.—12 houses, Eckington, Birk Hill 

housing estate, for R.D.C J. B. Wikeley, 

M.Eng., A.M.Inst.C.E., EB. & &. 

Walter Lee, Ltd., Grassmore, nr. 
Chesterfield... ... £16,091 

T. Smith & Son, “Mosborough, nr. 


Sheffield 8 a ood . 15,763 
Ridgeway & Sons, ‘Ltd., meENEN. 

Rotherham... .. 157748 
‘J Turner & Sons (Beighton). "Ltd. 

Beighton, nr. Sheffield 15,350 


Choriey.—Erection of 10 houses and 2 flats at 
at Wheelton, for T.C. W. Groves, S., Council 
Offices, Gillibrand-st., Chorley: *A. M. Tomlin- 
son & Sons, Church- rd., Leyland, £18,301. 


Croydon.—Erection of classrooms and lava- 
tories at the South Norwood junior girls’ and 
infants’ school, for B.C.: *Cliffefield — 
Ltd., 50, Park Gate-rd., Wallington, Surrey 
£4,708. 

Dudley. —Junior school at Bradford-rd., for 
E.C.: *A. J. Crump & Sons, Ltd., Ashton- rd., 
Dudley, £83,000. 

East Ham.—Supersiructure of the extension 
to Dersingham infants’ schoo 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, 

Lid., S.W.8. os es fr 
Woodward & Co., Ltd., E.C.2 ... 
A. E. Symes, Lid. ee , ia 

J. Manning, Ltd. 

Campbell & McGill, ita. t 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Swi 
Galbraith Bros., "Ltd., WE. *... cS, ‘ 
F. W. Taylor, N. Harrow . oe ie ES) ae 
Gratton Wilson, a E.15 a is “ae 
Soar & Co., Ltd., S.£.16.... oo Se = 

24 





7,7 
m0 
27, 
= a 26,551 
islehurst ... 26,310 
26 
25, 


Essex Construction ‘Co., Ltd., E.6 


William J. Jerram, Ltd., E6 ... 323 
Feo. Hudson & Co., E.18 ... ee 24,073 
S. Newlyn & Son. Ltd., E.12 ... 23,616 
*E. A. Coxhead, E.15 ‘ie ~ .-- 22,954 
Glasgow.—Erection of Overton-ave. School, 


Mr. John MacNab (F.), 129, 
*The Bristol Aeroplane 
Weston-super-Mare, 


South Priestshill. 
Bath-st., Glasgow, W.2. 
Co. (Housing), Ltd., 
£12,560. 
_Guildford.—90 houses at Bellfields and 44 at 
Burpham, for T.C. C, H. Causey, 
& S. Quantities by F. W. 
Bellfields, *C. T. Crouch, 
Kingston-on- -Thames, 
High-st., Kings- 
T. Crouch. 


Norris, 
Ltd, 35, Thames-st., 
£43,468; *W. H. Gaze & Sons, 
ton-on- oe Ss, £77,956; Upfolds, TW 
Ltd., £62,52 
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Grove, for 


Hoole.—24 houses at Linden 
Park-dr., 


U.p.C.: *Thos. Warrington & Sons, 
Hoole, £28,734. 

Kendal.—50 houses, Hallgarth estate, for T.C. 
J. Barnfather, B.E. & S. *W. H. Ainsworth & 
Co., Mints Feet- rd., Kendal. 

Leeds.—Adaptation of Iveson House. Cook- 
ridge, for T.C.: *Mark Haley & Sons, Appleton. 
gr.. Leeds 9, £14,461. 

L.C.C.—Undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in — placed by L.C.C. during period 
ended May 23:— 

Cleaning and painting of New End_ school, 
Hampstead, W. Richards & Sons (Hendon), 
Ltd. ; Cleaning and painting of Barlby-rd. 
school, Kensington, George Jones & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd.; Cleaning and painting of Pit- 
field sec. school, Shoreditch, Mansfield and 
Neil, Ltd.; Cleaning and painting of Raven- 
stone school, Wandsworth, A. J. Wait & Co. 
(Wallington), Ltd.. 

Electrical installation at Hurlingham school. 
S.W6, H. A. Lamb & Sons, Ltd.; Construction 
of 100 houses by the O’Sullivan Building system 
on the St. Paul’s Cray sites, Kent, E. O’Sulli- 
van, Ltd., Orpington, Kent; Cleaning and 
painting at Charles Dickens sc hool, Southwark, 


George Newton and Hill, Ltd.; Cleaning and 
painting at Chapman prim. echool, Stepney, A. 
Jenner. 


Construction of blocks 1 and 2 and other 
works at Arden estate (Wilks-pl. site), Shore- 
ditch, Rowley Bros., Ltd.; Repair of war damage 
and redecoration at Hackney technical college, 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd.: Supply of pre- stressed 
pre-cast concrete units Old Palace prim. school 
and Woodberry Down comprehensive high 
schools, The Liverpool Artificia] Stone Co., Ltd. ; 
Erection of Hughes Fields, Avery Hill and Ben 
Jenson prim. schools, Thomas and Edge, Ltd. 

Construction of blocks B, C and D and other 
work at Woodberry Down estate, Stoke Newing- 
ton, Kent and Sussex Contractors, Ltd.; Com- 
plete interior and exterior painting at Shilling- 
ton-st. school, Battersea, Drury & Co., Ltd.; 
Cleaning’ and ‘painting at Bee sec. school, 
Wandsworth, Whyatt (Builders), Ltd.; Cleaninz 
and painting at Bellenden-rd. school, Camber- 
well, Chas. H. Graff, Ltd. 

Cleaning and painting at Bolingbroke School. 
Battersea, T. Ringham & ,C0.., Ltd.; Provision 
and erection of an ‘ Orlit ”’ unit for classrooms. 
assembly hall, gymnasium, etc., for use by the 
South-East London technical college and Lewis- 
ham day college, W. R. Oldham, Itd.: Con- 
struction of the superstructures of blocks 1. 2 
and 3 and other works at Tabard-garden estate 
extension (Great Dover-st. sites), Southwark. 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd. 

London (Admirality).—Particulars of contracts 
placed. by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty. Stretton, R.N,A.S., Erection of 
76 houses, —— site works, etc., at Stock- 
ton Heath Worthington, Ltd., 61, 
Rusholme-rd., Manchester, 13. 
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€London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for on ended May 20:— 
Essex: Building work, & C. French, Ltd.. 
Buckhurst Hill; po A E. work, Barvis 
Partners, Ltd., Brentwood. Notts: Miscellaneous 
work, C.’V. Russell & Son, Newark. 

Yorkshire: Miscellaneous work, R. B. Bain- 
bridge, Stockton-on-Tees, Hants: Road work, 
Thames Tar Products & Contractors Lid., West 
Croydon. Glos: Asphalt work, The Western 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt ©o., Ltd., Bristol. 


Manchester.—Works for Regional Hospital 
Board: Alterations and adaptations at Town- 
leys Hospital Annexe, Bolton, *Andertons, Ltd., 
Whart-rd., Bolton, £5,382; new sanitary accom- 
modation’ at Ancoats Hos ital, *Wm. Thorpe 
& Son, Ltd., Obester-rd., anchester, £2,342; 
extensions to laundry at Withington Hospitat. 
Manchester, *Moston Brick & Building Co., 
Utd., Collyhurst, Manchester, £9,058 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 9 shops, with 7 
maisonettes and 2 flats above and 9 garages 
on the Thorntree estate. for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, 
Boro’ E.: *R. H. Bailey & Son. Denmark-st.. 
Middlesbrough, £29,101 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of 54 houses for T.C. 
on the Saltersgill site. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E 
J. Gilmore & Son, 17. Marton-rd., Middles- 
brough (36); *P. Shannon, 65, Acklam-rd. South. 
Middlesbrough (18). 

Milford Haven (Pem.).—Erection of 36 houses 
at Observatory estate for U.D.C. A. Moody, 
B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Mun.E.. E. & S&. 
24 houses, *Gibson & King, Ltd., Milford Haven, 
£28,800. 12 houses, *Phel ps & Ewens, Ltd., 
Milford Haven, £14,565. 


Nantwich.—Erection of 6 houses at Barthom- 
ley. H. Crabtree. E. & S.. Council Offices, 
Stapeley House, Stapeley, nr. Nantwich: 
‘Cookson Bros. & Smith. Talke Pits. Stoke-on- 
Trent, £7,185 

Nantwich.—Erection of 8 houses at Chol- 
mondeston. H. Crabtree. E. & S.. Councit 


Offices, Stapeley — — ley, nr. Nantwich: 
*Direct Labour, £10, — ss 
Newton Aycliffe iy Durham). —Erection of 
92 houses on the Clarence Farm East site, for 
the Aycliffe Development Corporation. Plans 
by the Grenfell Baines Group, Simpasture, 
Newton Aycliffe: *M. J. Liddell & Sons. 36, 
ane North-rd,, Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
5); *Bell & Ridley, North-rd., Durham (47). 
pels —Reinstatement of war damage at 


King’s Lynn, King Edward VJI Grammar 
School. for E.C. Carnell, White & Webster. 
F.R.I.B.A.,  Paradise-chbrs., King’s Lynn. 
Quantities by F . Barton, 23, New Conduit- 
st.. King’s Lynn 
Warren Bros. Clenchwarton ; . £14,950 
EF. Tilson, Ltd., South Wootton ... 12,677 
*F. P. Goodey, Ltd., Norwich ... 11,313 
Norfolk.—Additional classrooms and altera- 


tions to Mundford Voluntary Controlled tard 
-B.! 


School, for E.C. G. W. Oak. A.R.I 
A.M.T.P.I., County Education Office, at 
rd., Norwich: 

D. G. Harvey, Costessey .. ‘ .. £5,965 
O. Staines & Son, Swaffham ; 5,346 
W. Laurence & Son, Ltd., Swaffham = 


A. Shinn, Mundford ... w. 4,931 
North Shields. -—Construction of ‘transit shed 
on the Lyne Commission Quay for Tyne Improve- 
ment Cemmission, Bewick-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Brims & Co.. Ltd.. Pandon- bldgs., City- 
rd.. Newcastle-on- Tyne, £9,178. 
Rochdale.—Two oe houses at Balderstone: 
*E. Haigh, Rochdale. 

Shefheid.—Works for Regional Hospital 
Board: Covered ways to clinical bleck at Ran- 
som Sanitorium, Greenwoods (Mansfield), Ltd.. 
2. Wood-st.. Mansfield, £5,735; adaptations at 
Brumby Infectious Diseases Hospital, *F. J. 
Brown, Ltd., 134, Doncaster-rd., Scunthorpe. 

Shotley Bridge.—Alterations and additions to 


Shotley Bridge Hospital, for the Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Regional Hospital Board, “ Dunira,”’ 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle. P, . Knighton, 
M.B.E., A-R.L.B.A., dboard’s staff architect : 
“2. Gallagher. Ltd., Cemetery-rd., Blackhill, 
£16,110 (subject to M.H. approval). 
Spalding.—30 houses, St. Paul’s-rd. housing 
estate, for U.D.C. L. A. Gornall, S., Short-st. : 
S. Hale & Sons (Contractors), id. 
Spalding .. £44,817 
@: a. -, "& Sons, Pinchbeck |. 41,506 
E. E. Cracknell, Spalding .- 90,633 


Stockton-on-Tees.—E rection of 196 houses, for 


T.C. T. C. Hartley, Boro’ A., 28, The Square, 
Thistle Fon Stockton: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd.. 
Villiers-st., West Hartlepool (92): *Lane Fox & 
Co.. Ltd.; Barnes Works, Sunderland (102). 


Application made to M.H: to borrow £238,681 
to cover the cost. 


Truro (Cornwall).—Erection of 8 honses at 


Threemilestone, Kenwyn, for R.D.C. Alfred J 
Cornelius, F.R.I.B.A.,_ 13, Lemon-st., Truro 

Quantities by J. H. Sneligreve, ARICS 
. E. Mitchell, Truro . £12, 786 
a . & Sons, Ltd., Redruth ... 12,681 
G E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Truro... 12,0% 
John Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Plymouth ... 11,707 
a ag Howarth & Partners, Kenwyn ... 11.1% 
. Marshall, Feock 11,197 
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Wallasey.—Single-storey office og at River. 
ee for B.C.: *J. H. Waring, 289, Hoylake 
., Moreton, Wirral. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 





THE: BUILDER 


Walsall.—Adaptation of Footherley | Haut. 
Shenstone, as day nursery, for T.C.: 
Roberts & Sons, Ltd., Brownhills, 6.308 

Walsall.—68 two-bedreomed flats at nay i 
rd. site, for B.C.: *Sir A. © aeons Son, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton, £68,062. 

West Ham.—é8 flats and 2 shops, Dale-rd. 
area, E.16, for C.B. homas E. North, 
F.R.I.B.A., Boro’ A. & Planning Officer, 70, 

- uantities by J. an Burrell, 


be ok aE nn-sq., W.C.1 

Leyford, Ltd., Herts. ae ; .- £112,141 

Cearns, Ltd,, * ..» 108,230 
Mansteld & Neil, Li E.0.3; .-» 106,992 
Unera Construction sr Ltd., W.14 |. 106.233 
A. E. Symes, E.15 105,856 
Frank Bilton (London), Hid. S.W2. og 531 
Essex Construction Co., 05,000 
*West Ham Corporation ors” Dept. 100.207 








Compulsory Purchase Order Withdrawn. 


The Central Land Board have decided 
not to proceed with a compulsory pur- 
chase order made in April last in respect 
of a plot of land in Banbury-road, Bices- 
ter, Oxon. Since the order was made, 
the Board have received information not 
available to them earlier which shows 
there was formerly a building on the 
site which was demolished after January, 
1937, and therefore under the Town and 
Country Planning Act there is a right 
to build, free of development charge, a 
house of the same size plus ten per cent. 
This means that the price asked for the 
plot—£250—was not excessive. 


Ses 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


mspect one that has_ withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
Lendon, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 











And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write : 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London": 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 








June 2 1950 


A Service and Showroom Scheme. 


To meet the need for adequate servic- 
ing and showroom arrangements for solid 
fuel appliances and for a full technical 
advisory service, the Coal Utilisation 
Joint Council is establishing a service and 
showroom scheme throughout the country 
through existing distributors of solid fuel 
equipment. The first C.U.J.C. Panel of 
approved distributors of domestic solid 
fuel-burning appliances has been operat- 
ing for over 12 months in the North- 
Western Region. The North-Midlands 
Panel has now been formed and will 
cover Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, Leicester- 
shire, Nottinghamshire, Northampton- 
shire and Rutland. A full technical ad- 
visory service will be provided. The 
scheme, it is stated, will be of particular 
value to architects and builders and to 
local authorities in selecting suitable ap- 
pliances for new housing estates. 











te ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON. ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 





BROAD-ACHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


for Partition & Cavity Walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON.W.2, PADdington 7061 








Patent 
“Air Pump" 


Ventilator 


IN USE 


9 
Boyle's 
OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 



































aM NEGUS», 


WaAtTerloo 5474 


"Three Generations of Building” 




















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel.: CHAncery 7901-3 
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